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Preface

With joy and gratitude, I celebrate the completion of the
translation of the Zohar on the book of Genesis. I feel
blessed to have come this far; at the same time, I am
anticipating farther reaches of the Zohar's terrain. In the
words traditionally recited at the public conclusion of each
of the Five Books of Moses: pinnn pin pin (Hazaq hazaq ve-
nithazzeq), “Be strong, be strong, and let us be
strengthened!”

I remain deeply grateful to the people I thanked
initially in the Acknowledgments of the first volume. Here, I
wish to express my appreciation to several individuals for
their ongoing support.

Margot Pritzker has generously sustained my work
throughout this adventure, and she continues to inspire me
by her passionate devotion to learning and spreading the
Torah of the Zohar. Thank you, Margot, for providing me
with the unique opportunity to delve into one of the most
amazing books ever written and to convey its radiant
wisdom.

I am grateful to Rabbi Yehiel Poupko for treasuring the
sacred nature of this bold project and for stimulating me to
complete it ‘speedily in our days.’

Merav Carmeli has combed meticulously through
numerous Aramaic manuscripts of the Zohar, preparing
lists of variant readings. Without her mining this precious
raw material, I could not fashion a critical Aramaic text of
the Zohar, upon which I have based this translation.



The critical Aramaic text corresponding to the first
three volumes of The Zohar: Pritzker Edition is available at
the website of Stanford University Press:
www.sup.org/zohar. I want to thank my brother, Rabbi
Jonathan Matt, for editing a user-friendly version of this
text.l

Professor Ronit Meroz, of Tel Aviv University, has
generously shared with me the data that she has collected
relating to hundreds of manuscripts of the Zohar, along
with her analysis of this data. Her research, funded by the
Israel Science Foundation, has provided me with a
panoramic picture of the manuscripts, helping me to
determine which ones seem most promising. This has
benefited all three volumes of the current translation.

My wife, Hana, continues to nourish my being and to
reveal depths of meaning in the Zohar. Thank you for your
joy and wisdom.

Finally, to the One beyond all names: Blessed are You
for enlivening and sustaining us, and for bringing us to this
moment.

D.C.M.

1. For a description of the various online versions of the
critical text, see the website. For my methodology in
constructing this text, see the website and Volume 1,
Translator’s Introduction, xv-xviii.
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Parashat Va-Yishlah

“HE SENT” (GENESIS 32:4-36:43)

Jacob sent 0°2Xon (mal’akhim), messengers,
ahead of him... (Genesis 32:4).

abbi Yehudah opened, “For He will command 12X%n
(mal'aknav), His angels, to guard you in all your ways
(Psalms 91:11).1 This verse has been established: The
moment a human being comes into the world, the evil
impulse appears along with him, inciting him constantly, as
is said: At the opening sin crouches (Genesis 4:7)—evil
impulse.2 David too called it ‘sin,” since it causes one to sin
in the presence of his Lord, as is written: My sin confronts
me constantly (Psalms 51:5). This never leaves a person
from the day he is born, forever, whereas the good impulse
accompanies a person from the day he begins to purify
himself. When is that? When he becomes thirteen years
old.2 Then he joins with both of them, one on the right and
one on the left: good impulse on the right, evil impulse on
the left. These are two real angels, empowered,
accompanying a person constantly.2
“If one comes to purify himself, that evil impulse is
overturned, and right prevails over left—both joining to
guard him in all the paths he takes, as is said: For He will
command His angels to guard you in all your ways.”2



Rabbi El’azar applies this verse to Jacob, for the
blessed Holy One designated camps of angels for him
because he came completed by supernal tribes, all fittingly
complete,b as is said: Jacob went on his way, and angels of
God encountered him (Genesis 32:2), as has been
explained. Here, since he was saved from Laban and
separated from him, shekhinah coupled with him and sacred
camps came to encircle him;Z so [166a] when he saw them,
Jacob said, [“This is the camp of 0’1?X (Elohim), God!”] (ibid.,
3).8 Some of those angels he sent to Esau, as is written:
Jacob sent 0°2x5n (malakhim)—angels, literally!2

Rabbi Yitshak said, “The angel of yHvH encamps around
those in awe of Him and delivers them (Psalms 34:8). This
has been established,10 but in one place is written For He
will command His angels—many angels—whereas here one:
the angel of yHvH. Because His angels are the other angels,
whereas angel of YHVH 1S Shekhinah, as is said: The angel of
YHVH appeared to him in a flame of fire... (Exodus 3:2).11 So
the angel of YHvH encamps around those in awe of Him,
completely encompassing him to save him.l2 And when
Shekhinah abides within a person, countless holy camps
manifest there.

“Come and see: King David proclaimed thisl3 when he
was saved from Achish king of Gath, because Shekhinah
encircled him, delivering him from Achish and his people,
all those attacking him. What is written? 210 (va-yitholel),
He played the lunatic, while in their hands (1 Samuel
21:14). Why va-yithole? The verse should read: uinwm (va-
yishtagge’a), He played the madman, as is said: that you
should bring this one uinwn? (le-hishtagge’a), to play the
madman, in my presence? (ibid., 16).14 However, it reverts
to the word David uttered previously: For I envied 0’9911
(hotelim), lunatics (Psalms 73:3).

“The blessed Holy One said to him, ‘By your life! You
will yet need this.’12



“When he entered the abode of Achish and was
attacked, what is written? va-yitholel, He played the lunatic,
like those holelim, Iunatics, he had previously envied. Then
Shekhinah came and encircled David.

“Now, you might say ‘shekhinah abides only in Her
heritage: the Holy Land.’l6 Well, certainly She does not
abide so as to be imbibed, but to protect—that is
different!lZ So here, when Jacob came from Laban’s
abode,18 all those holy camps accompanied him.”

Rabbi Hizkiyah said, “If all those holy camps
accompanied him, why is it written Jacob was left alone
(Genesis 32:25)?19 For if shekhinah or those holy camps were
with him, he was not left alone! So why Jacob was left
alone?”

Rabbi Yehudah replied, “Because he exposed himself to
danger—after seeing the danger with his own eyes20—they
separated from him. Then he said, I am shorn of all the
kindness and faithfulness (ibid., 11)—those holy camps
separating from him.”21

Rabbi Yitshak said, “In order to leave him with the
Prince of Esau, who arrived with permission;22 meanwhile
they went off to utter song, since at that moment the time
had come for them to praise the blessed Holy One.23 Later
they returned, as is written: I am shorn of all the kindness
and faithfulness... and now I have become two camps (ibid.)
—camp of shekninah and his entire household.24

“Two camps, for he was complete on all sides, with two
shares: white and red.”22

Rabbi El’azar said, “As has been said, that night, that
hour, the dominion of the side of Esau prevailed,26 for look
at what is written: Let there be nXn (me’orot), lights (ibid.
1:14), spelled deficiently!2Z So Jacob was left alone—left
alone because the moon was concealed from the sun.28
However, shekhinah did not withdraw from him completely, so
he could not prevail against him,22 as is written: He saw
that he could not prevail against him (ibid. 32:26).39 He



looked to the right and saw Abraham; he looked to the left
and saw Isaac.2l He looked at the body and saw it
comprising this side and that.32 So, when he saw that he
could not prevail against him, he touched the socket of his
thigh—one pillar supporting the torso, outside the torso.33

“Therefore, The angel of yHvH encamps around those in
awe of Him and delivers them. He encompassed him on all
sides to save him. When Shekhinah dwelled within him,
countless forces and camps accompanied him, and some of
those angels he sent to Esau.”

Jacob sent messengers.

Rabbi Abba said, “Now, why did he arouse Esau? He
should have kept quiet.22 But Jacob thought, ‘I know how
deeply Esau cares about honoring Father and has never
irritated him;32 so I know that as long as Father is alive, I
don’t have to fear him.36 Rather, now that Father is alive,
let me reconcile with him.” Immediately, Jacob sent
messengers ahead of him.”

Rabbi Shim’on opened, “Better to be lightly esteemed
and have a servant than to be self-important and lack food
(Proverbs 12:9). This verse was uttered concerning the evil
impulse,3Z [166b] for he constantly incites a person,
inflating his heart and desire with conceit, so that he
follows him, curling his hair, until he overwhelms him and
drags him to Hell.38 Rather, better to be lightly esteemed:
one who doesn’t follow the evil impulse and is not
conceited at all—humbling his spirit, heart, and desire
before the blessed Holy One. Then that evil impulse is
transformed into his servant, incapable of dominating him
—rather, dominated by him, as is said: You will rule over
him (Genesis 4:7).39

“Than to be self-important, as we have said, for he
adores himself, curling his hair, inflating his spirit, while
lacking food—lacking faith, as is said: food of his God, food
of their God (Leviticus 21:22, 6).40



“Alternatively, Better to be lightly esteemed and have a
servant—]Jacob, who humbled his spirit before Esau so that
eventually he would become his servant, ruled by him,4L
fulfilling the verse: May peoples serve you and nations bow
down to you... (Genesis 27:29).42 So far, it was not his time
at all, for Jacob had deferred it to the End of Days,43 so
right now he was lightly esteemed, while later that self-
important one will become his servant; that one lacking
food will serve the one endowed with abundance of grain
and new wine (ibid., 28).44

“Come and see: Therefore, since Jacob knew it was
necessary, he changed into lightly esteemed, displaying
more tortuous cunning than in all his other dealings with
Esau.42 For if Esau had discovered this cunning, he would
have killed himself rather than undergo this.26 But Jacob
acted totally in wisdom, and concerning him Hannah
exclaimed: The foes of vyHvH will be shattered. ...He will
grant power to His king and raise the horn of His anointed
(1 Samuel 2:10).47

“He instructed them, saying, ‘So shall you say: “To my
lord Esau, so says your servant Jacob...”” (Genesis 32:5).48
He immediately opened by turning himself into a servant,
so that he wouldn’t consider those blessings bestowed upon
him by his father,42 which—as we have said—Jacob had
deferred until later.”

Rabbi Yehudah said, “What did Jacob have in mind in
sending this message to Esau: With Laban I have sojourned
(ibid.)? What did he accomplish by transmitting this word
to Esau? The answer is that Laban the Aramean’s fame had
spread throughout the world: no one was safe from him
because he was a master magician, preeminent sorcerer,
father of Beor who was father of Balaam—as is written:
Balaam son of Beor, the augur (Joshua 13:22).20 L.aban was
more skilled than all of them in magic and sorcery, but even
so, he could not prevail against Jacob,2l whom he sought to



destroy with various devices, as is written: An Aramean
was about to destroy my father! (Deuteronomy 26:5).”22

Rabbi Abba said, “The entire world knew that Laban
was the master wizard, magician, and sorcerer, and that
whomever he wished to magically eliminate could not be
saved. Everything Balaam knew derived from him, and of
Balaam is written For I know that whomever you bless is
blessed, and whomever you curse is cursed (Numbers
22:6). The whole world feared Laban and his sorcery, and
the very first word Jacob sent to Esau was ‘With Laban I
have sojourned. Now, if you think this was brief—a month
or a year—not so! I tarried till now—for twenty years I
tarried with him. And if you think I achieved nothing, I have
acquired ox and donkey (Genesis, ibid., 6)’23—two decrees
of judgment that join together only to torment the world.
Therefore it is written: Do not plow with an ox and a
donkey together (Deuteronomy 22:10).24

“Sheep and male and female slaves (Genesis, ibid.)—
nethermost crowns slain by the blessed Holy One in Egypt:
firstborn of the livestock, firstborn of the captive (Exodus
12:29), firstborn of the female slave (ibid. 11:5),2% as is
written: sheep and male and female slaves. He was
immediately frightened26 and went out toward him—as
frightened of Jacob as Jacob was of him.

“This can be compared to a person walking on the road.
While he was walking, he heard about a certain robber
lying in ambush. He encountered someone else and asked
him, “Who do you belong to?’

“He replied, ‘I am from so-and-so’s gang.’

“He exclaimed, ‘Get out of my way! If anyone comes
near me, I bring out a snake and kill him.’

“That person returned to the gang leader and said,
‘Someone is coming—and anyone who approaches him gets
bitten by a snake he brings out [167a], and dies!’

“When the gang leader heard, he became frightened,
and said, ‘I better go out to him and appease him.’



“As soon as the person saw him coming, he said, “‘Woe is
me! Now that gang leader is going to kill me!” He began
bowing and prostrating himself before him.

“That gang leader said to himself, ‘If he really had a
deadly snake, he wouldn’t bow so much before me.” He
started feeling proud, and said, ‘Since he bowed so low
before me, I won’t kill him.’

“Similarly, Jacob said, ‘With Laban I have sojourned and
I tarried till now—for twenty years I tarried with him, and I
am carrying a deadly snake.’

“When Esau heard,2Z he said, ‘Woe is me! Who can
withstand him? Now Jacob will kill me with his mouth!’28
He began going out toward him to appease him. As soon as
he saw him,22 what is written? Jacob was very frightened
and distressed (Genesis, ibid., 8). Approaching him, he
began bowing and prostrating himself before him,80 as is
written: He bowed to the ground seven times until he drew
near his brother (ibid. 33:3). Esau said to himself, ‘If he
really had so much, he wouldn’t bow down to me.” He
started feeling proud.

“Come and see what is written concerning Balaam: God
came to Balaam at night (Numbers 22:20). Concerning
Laban is written God came to Laban the Aramean in a
night-dream and said to him, ‘Be careful 71270 19 (pen tedabber),
not to speak, to Jacob either good or evil (Genesis 31:24).
Pen tedabber, Not to speak—The verse should read: nwun 1o
(pen ta’aseh), not to do, evil to Jacob. But Laban didn’t pursue
Jacob with manly power to wage war against him, since
Jacob and his sons would have overwhelmed him; rather, to
kill him by mouth, annihilating him entirely, as is written:
An Aramean was about to destroy my father! (Deuteronomy
26:5).61 So, not to speak, rather than not to do.

“Then it is written: It is in my power to do you harm
(Genesis, ibid., 29). It is in my power—how did he know he
was capable? As is said: But the God of your father said to
me last night, ‘Be careful not to speak...’ (ibid.).62



“This is the testimony the blessed Holy One
commanded to declare,53 as is written: N (ve-anita), You
shall testify,%4 and say before vyHvH your God: An Aramean
was about to destroy my father... (Deuteronomy, ibid.). ve-
anita, You shall testify, as is said: mun X% (/o ta‘aneh), you shall
not testify, against your neighbor (Exodus 20:13);62 miu
(anan), he testified, against his brother (Deuteronomy
19:18).66

“Of Balaam is written He did not go, as time after time,
in search of auguries (Numbers 24:1), for this was his
habit, since he was an augur.

“Of Laban is written I have augured (ibid. 30:27),8Z for
he examined Jacob’s affairs by means of divination and
sorcery, and when he sought to annihilate Jacob, he did so
by those same means. But the blessed Holy One did not
allow him, as alluded to by his grandson Balaam:68 ‘For
there is no augury against Jacob, no divination against
Israel (Numbers 23:23). Who can prevail against them? For
look, my grandfather sought to annihilate their ancestor
with his augury and divination, but these failed him, since
He did not allow him to curse,’ as is written: For there is no
augury against Jacob, no divination against Israel.

“Laban wielded against Jacob all ten types of sorcery
and divination from dazzling dross of nethermost crowns,639
yet he could not prevail, as is written: You switched my
wages ten 0’1 (monim), times (ibid. 31:41), for Laban
employed all those against him but they failed to harm him,
as is written: He switched my wages ten monim, times, yet
God has not let him harm me (ibid., 7). What is monim? As
translated: 711 (zinin), types,ZQ and it is written: to the
demons after whom they o111 (zonim), go whoring (Leviticus
17:7).2L monim—oyn (minim), types, literally! For there are
ten types of sorcery and divination in the nethermost
crowns, all of which he wielded against him—ten types, as
is written: a diviner of divinations, a soothsayer, an augur, a
sorcerer, one who casts a spell, or consults a ghost or a



familiar spirit, or inquires of the dead (Deuteronomy 18:10-
11), totaling ten.”Z2

Rabbi Yose said, “Augury and divination are two
types,Z3 attaining a single rung. When Balaam came, he
wielded divination against Israel, as is written: with
divinations in their hand (Numbers 22:7). Against Jacob,
Laban came with augury, but both of these failed them, as
is written: For there is no augury against Jacob, no
divination against Israel. For there is no augury against
Jacob—at first, in the days of Laban; no divination against
Israel—later, in the days of Balaam.

“Balaam said to Balak, ‘Come and see: Who can prevail
against them, since all sorcery, divination, and augury in
our crowns is filigreed from dross of supernal Kingdom,
whereas She is linked with them, as is written: vyHvH their
God is with them, shout of the King in their midst (ibid.
23:21).714

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Heaven forbid that Balaam knew
anything at all of supernal sanctity!Z2 [167b] For the
blessed Holy One wants no other nation or tongue to wield
His glory—only His holy children, to whom He said:
Sanctify yourselves and be holy (Leviticus 11:44). Those
who are holy will wield holiness; Israel are holy, as is
written: For you are a holy people (Deuteronomy 14:2)—
you are holy, no other people. Those who are impure
encounter impurity, becoming defiled; of such is written
Impure is he; alone shall he dwell; outside the camp is his
dwelling (Leviticus 13:46). Impure calls to impure, as is
said: Impure, impure will call (ibid., 45)—whoever is
impure will call to impure.Z6 Everything follows its own
kind.”ZZ

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Was it seemly for Holy Jacob to say
he had been defiled by Laban and his sorcery? Was this
praiseworthy?”78

Rabbi Yose replied, “Even though Rabbi Yehudah has
already spoken,Z2 I support you. For look at what is written:



I am Esau, your firstborn (Genesis 27:19)!80 Now, was it
seemly for a righteous man like Jacob to exchange his name
for an impure one? But really: I am—interrupted by an
accent sign—that is to say: ‘T am who I am, but Esau is your
firstborn,” as has been established.8l

“Similarly here, I have acquired ox and donkey
(Genesis 32:6),82 implying: ‘Do not even imagine that
Father’s blessing to me has been fulfilled.83 He blessed me:
Be master over your brothers, may your mother’s sons bow
down to you (ibid. 27:29); so, your servant Jacob, to my lord
Esau (ibid. 32:5).84

“‘He blessed me with abundance of grain and new wine
(ibid. 27:28), but look, this hasn’t been fulfilled: I haven’t
accumulated these, but rather, I have acquired ox and
donkey, sheep and male and female slaves—a shepherd in
the field!

“‘He blessed me with the dew of heaven and the fat of
the earth (ibid.), but look, this hasn’t been fulfilled; rather,
With Laban I have sojourned (ibid. 32:5)—like a sojourner
without a single home, let alone the fat of the earth!

“All this so he would not consider Jacob’s blessings and
accuse him.”82

Rabbi Abba said, “Of Jacob is written a simple man,
dwelling in tents (Genesis 25:27)—a consummate man, for
he dwells in two supernal dwellings, consummating this
side and that.86 He was not saying he had been defiled by
his8Z sorcery; rather, in response to Rabbi Yehudah’s
statement,88 his heart was completely grateful for the
genuine kindness shown to him by the blessed Holy One:
‘For the whole world knows how Laban acts. Who can
escape him? Yet I stayed with him twenty years, and though
he sought to annihilate me, the blessed Holy One delivered
me.’

“All so Esau would not consider that those blessings
had been fulfilled and would not bear a grudge against
him.82 Concerning this is written For the ways of yHvH are



right (Hosea 14:10),20 and similarly: Be wholehearted with
yHVH your God (Deuteronomy 18:13).21

“The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, ‘We came to
your brother, to Esau...’ (Genesis 32:7).22 Since Scripture
says: We came to your brother, don’t we know that it’s
Esau? Did Jacob have any other brothers? Rather, ‘We came
to your brother, and if you think he has repented and is
following the correct path, not so: Esau, wicked as ever!23

“‘He himself is coming to meet you (ibid.). Now, if you
think he is coming alone: and four hundred men with him!
(ibid.).’

“Why all this?2¢ Because the blessed Holy One
constantly desires the prayers of the righteous22 and
crowns Himself with their prayers, as they have said: That
angel appointed over the prayers of Israel takes all those
prayers, fashions them into a crown, and places it on the
head of Vitality of the Worlds, as they have established.26
All the more so with prayers of the righteous, desired by
the blessed Holy One, fashioned into a crown with which
He is crowned.

“Now, you might say ‘Since holy camps accompanied
him, why was he frightened?’2Z Because the righteous do
not rely on this, but rather on their prayers and
supplications to their Lord.28

“Come and see what Rabbi Shim’on said: ‘“The prayer of
a congregation ascends before the blessed Holy One, who
crowns Himself with that prayer because it ascends in
many colors, encompassing many facets. Interweaving
many colors, it is made into a crown and placed upon the
head of Righteous One, Vitality of the Worlds; whereas the
prayer of an individual is not interwoven but
monochromatic and so not as readily received as the prayer
of a congregation.’93

“Come and see: Jacob was encompassing,l00 so the
blessed Holy One yearned for his prayer. What is written?



Jacob was very frightened and distressed (Genesis
32:8).7101

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “Happy is one who always fears,
but one who hardens his heart will fall into calamity
(Proverbs 28:14). [168a] Happy are Israel, in whom the
blessed Holy One delights, to whom He has given Torah of
truth, to attain eternal life! For the blessed Holy One
channels supernal life to anyone engaged in Torah,
initiating him into life of the world that is coming, as is
written: She is your life and the length of your days
(Deuteronomy 30:20),192 and similarly: Through this word
you will prolong your days... (ibid. 32:47)—Ilife in this world
and life in the world that is coming.”103

Rabbi El’azar said, “Whoever engages in Torah for her
own sake does not die by means of the evil impulse,104
since he grasps the Tree of Life, 105 never letting go.
Therefore bodies of the righteous who engage in Torah do
not defile, since no impurity settles upon them.106

“Now, Jacob was the Tree of Life;107 so why was he
frightened? After all, he couldn’t prevail against him.108
Furthermore, look at what is written: Here, I am with you...
(Genesis 28:15),109 and also: Angels of God encountered
him (ibid. 32:2)! If supernal camps accompanied him, why
was he frightened?

“But all was fitting.119 Jacob didn’t want to rely on a
miracle of the blessed Holy One, since he considered
himself unworthy. Why? Because he hadn’t served his
father and mother properly, he hadn’t engaged in Torah,11l1
and he had married two sisters.l12 Even though all has
been explained,113 still one should fear constantly and offer
prayer before the blessed Holy One, as is written: Happy is
one who always fears, as has been established.114

“Come and see: Prayer of the patriarchs has sustained
the world. All inhabitants of the world endure through
them, rely upon them. Never, ever will the merit of the



patriarchs be forgotten,ll> for their merit sustains above
and below. Sustenance of Jacob is most perfect of them
all;116 so when the children of Jacob suffer distress, the
blessed Holy One gazes upon the image of Jacob and feels
compassion for the world,117 as is said: I will remember My
covenant with 1pw (va‘aqov), Jacob (Leviticus 26:42)—spelled
with a 1 (vav). Why? Because that is the genuine image of
Jacob.118

“Come and see: Gazing upon Jacob was like gazing into
the resplendent speculum.ll9 As has been said: ‘The beauty
of Jacob resembled the beauty of Adam.’”120

Rabbi Yeisa said, “I have heard that whoever sees Jacob
in a dream, scintillating in silver, will be granted prolonged
life.”121

Rabbi Shim’on said, “As already noted, before King
David existed, he had no life at all, but Adam gave him 70
years of his own; so David’s existence totaled 70 years,
while Adam’s came to 1000 minus 70. Thus Adam and King
David shared these first 1000 years.”122

He opened, saying, “He asked You for life; You granted
it—length of days forever and ever (Psalms 21:5). He asked
You for life—King David, for when the blessed Holy One
created the Garden of Eden, He cast King David’s soul
therel23 and, gazing upon it, saw that it possessed no life of
its own. It stood before Him all day long.l24 Once He
created Adam, He said, ‘Here, indeed, is his existence!’” So
from Adam derived the 70 years for which King David
endured in the world.

“Further, the patriarchs bequeathed some of their life
to him, each and every one.l22 Abraham bequeathed to
him, as did Jacob and Joseph; Isaac didn’t bequeath
anything to him because King David derived from his
side.126

“Abraham bequeathed 5 years to him, since he should
have endured for 180 yearsl2’/ and he endured for 175,
lacking 5. Jacob should have endured for the same number



of days as Abraham, but he endured for only [168b] 147
years, lacking 28. Consequently, Abraham and Jacob
bequeathed 33 years of life. Joseph endured for 110 years
and should have endured for 147 years, the same as Jacob,
so 37 years were missing. Look! Seventy years, bequeathed
by them to King David, who endured for all those years
bequeathed by the patriarchs.128

“Now, you might ask ‘Why didn’t Isaac bequeath
anything to him, as did these others?’ Because he is
darkness, and David derives from the side of darkness.129
Whoever inhabits darkness has no light at all, no life, so
David had no life at all. But these, containing light,
illumined King David, who had to be illuminated and
animated by them,130 since from the side of darkness he
has no life at all. Therefore Isaac did not contribute to the
sum.

“Now, you might ask ‘“Why Joseph?’ Because surely,
Joseph alone equals them all, since he is called Righteous,
illumining the moon more than them all.l3l So this one
bequeathed to King David more life than all of them, as is
written: God placed them in the expanse of heaven to shine
upon the earth (Genesis 1:17).132

“Come and see: Jacob’s prayer protected him from
Esau, since he preferred to reserve his merit for his
children after him, not to exhaust it now confronting Esau.
So he offered his prayer to the blessed Holy One instead of
relying on his merit in order to be saved.133

“He thought, °‘If Esau comes to the one camp and
strikes it, the remaining camp will escape’ (ibid. 32:9).

“Come and see what is written: He divided the people
who were with him, and the sheep and cattle and camels,
into two camps (ibid., 8). Why into two camps? Because he
thought, If Esau comes to the one camp and strikes it, the
remaining camp will escape.

“Come and see: Shekhinah did not depart from the tent of
Leah or the tent of Rachel. Jacob thought, ‘I know that



these are protected by the blessed Holy One.” What did he
do? He placed the maids and their children first (ibid.
33:2),134 thinking: ‘If Esau kills, he will kill me and these,
but as for those, I'm not afraid, since Shekhinah is with them.’
So, the remaining camp will escape. Having done this, he
prepared his prayer for them.l3> What is written? Jacob
said, ‘God of my father Abraham and God of my father
Isaac!...’ (ibid. 32:10).”136

Rabbi Yose opened, “A prayer of a poor person when he is
faint and pours out his complaint before yHvH (Psalms
102:1). This verse has been established in many places, but
King David uttered this when he saw and contemplated the
plight of the poor, as he fled from his father-in-law,137
exclaiming: ‘A prayer of a poor person—a prayer offered by
a poor person before the blessed Holy One, a prayer
preceding all prayers of the world!’138

“Here is written 1%an (7efilan), A prayer, of a poor
person, and it is written: 7efilah, A prayer, of Moses, the man
of God (ibid. 90:1). What is the difference between them?
One is tefillah, phylactery, of the hand; the other, tefillah of the
headl39—and one should not separate tefilah of a poor
person from tefilah of Moses, the man of God, which are
equivalent.140

“So the prayer of a poor person reaches the blessed
Holy One before all prayers of the world, since it is written:
For He has not despised or disdained the suffering of the
poor; He has not hidden His face from him; when he cried
out to Him, He listened (ibid. 22:25).

“Come and see: Tefillah of the poor is tefilah of the hand,
for a poor person is bound to his poverty like one who has
nothing at all of his own.141

“Alternatively, Tefillah—MoOsSes; of the poor—
David;142 when muw (ya‘atof), he covers himself—when the
moon conceals Herself and the sun conceals Himself from



Her.143 And pours out his complaint before yHvH—to unite
with the sun.144

“Come and see: The prayer of all human beings is
prayer, but the prayer of a poor person is a prayer that
rises before the blessed Holy One,l42> breaking through
gates and doors, penetrating to be received in His
presence, as is written: When he cries out to Me, I will
listen, for I am compassionate (Exodus 22:26), and
similarly: I will surely hear his cry (ibid., 22). And pours out
his complaint before vyHvH—like one protesting the
judgments of the blessed Holy One.”146

Rabbi El’azar said, “Prayers of the righteous delight
Assembly of Israel, 147 [169a] crowning Her in the presence
of the blessed Holy One.l48 So He yearns for their prayers
when they are in need, since they know how to propitiate
their Lord.142 What is written concerning Jacob? God of my
father Abraham and God of my father Isaac!... (Genesis
32:10). He interwove a crowning, clustered wreath
fittingly: God of my father Abraham—on the right; God of
my father Isaac—on the left. yHvH, who said to me (ibid.)—
here he made coronation dependent on his site, between
them. ‘Return to your land, to your birthplace, and I will
deal well with you’ (ibid.).150

“I am unworthy of all the kindness (ibid., 11).151 What
does this have to do with that?152 Jacob was really saying,
‘You promised to deal well with me, but I know that all Your
actions are conditional.l23 Now look, I possess no merit: [
am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness You have
shown. Everything You have done for me until today wasn’t
because of my own virtue, but rather because of You: All
that kindness and faithfulness derived from You! For look,
when 1 first crossed, fleeing from Esau, I crossed this river
all alone; yet You showed me kindness and faithfulness, and
now I am crossing with two camps!’—the two camps he
divided.154



“Up to here, arraying the praise of his Lord; from here
on, he sought what he needed—demonstrating to all
inhabitants of the world that one should first array the
praise of his Lord and then present his request.155 For this
is how Jacob acted: first arraying the praise of his Lord,
then asking for what he needed, as is written: O save me
from the hand of my brother... (ibid., 12).156

“From here we learn that one who prays should clarify
his words fittingly. ‘O save me. Now, if You say that You've
already saved me from Laban, from the hand of my brother.
And if You say that other, unidentified relatives are also
called “brothers,”157 from the hand of Esau.” Why? To
clarify the word fittingly. ‘And if You ask why am I in need,
for I fear him, lest he come and strike me...’158 So that the
word will be known above; clarified, not concealed.

“And You Yourself said, ‘I will surely deal well with
you...” (ibid., 13).159 And You Yourself said. What is ninX1 (ve-
Attah), and You? As is said: ve-Attah, And You, enliven them all
(Nehemiah 9:6).160 Here too, ve-Attah, and You.

“Come and see: King David said, May the words of my
mouth be acceptable—words stated explicitly; and the
meditation of my heart (Psalms 19:15)161 concealed
words, inexpressible, meditation within the heart. So there
must be a word expressed by the mouth and a word
dependent on the heart, all a mystery: one corresponding
to one rung, one corresponding to a supernal rung. The
expressed word corresponds to the rung that must be
expressed; the one dependent on the heart corresponds to
a more inward rung, though all is as one.l62 So, May the
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to You.

“Jacob spoke similarly, first stating a word explicitly,
fittingly;163 then concealing a word dependent on
meditation of the heart, as is written: I will make your seed
like the sand of the sea, too numerous to count (Genesis,
ibid.)—here a word dependent on the heart, which should



not be expressed.l64 So it must be, as we have said, to
consummate union perfectly, fittingly.165

“Happy are Israel, who know how to array the praise of
their Lord fittingly and convey their requests! Therefore it
is written: He said to me, ‘You are My servant, Israel, in
whom I glory’ (Isaiah 49:3).”166

Rabbi Hiyya opened,
Jacob was left alone (Genesis No evil will betall you,
32:25).167 no plague come near
your tent (Psalms
91:10). Come and see: When the blessed Holy One created
the world, He made on every single day [169b] its own
befitting work, as has been established. On the fourth day
He made lights, and the moon was created defectively, a
light that diminished itself. Since She is NIxn (me’orot), lights
(ibid. 1:14), lacking 1 (vav), space was provided for all
spirits, demons, and whirlwinds to prevail—all spirits of
defilement ruling, roaming the world seductively.l68 They
were assigned to ruins, unyielding fields, desolate
wilderness—all from the side of impure spirit, as has been
said.1l69 For this impure spirit deriving from the tortuous
serpent is really impure, empowered in the world to seduce
human beings.170 So the evil impulse prevails in the world,
assigned to human beings, shadowing them, approaching
them deceitfully with ploys to seduce them from the ways
of the blessed Holy One. Just as he seduced Adam,
inflicting death upon the entire world, so he seduces
human beings, causing them to defile themselves.
“Whoever comes to defile himself attracts that impure
spirit, which abides within him, clings to him. How many lie
waiting to defile him! He becomes defiled both in this world
and in that world, as has been said.lZl But when a person
comes to purify himself, that impure spirit is overturned
before him, unable to dominate him.172 Then is written: No
evil will befall you, no plague come near your tent.”



Rabbi Yose said, “No evil will befall you—Lilith;173 no
plague come near your tent—other demons, as has been
established and explained.”

Rabbi El’'azar said, “We have already said that one
should not go out alone at night, especially at the time
when the moon was created defectively, as has been
established, for then the impure spirit prevails,174¢ namely
evil. Who is evil? The evil serpent, while plague is he who
rides the serpent.l’> Evil and plague are as one, although
we have learned that plague refers to plagues of DX °12
(benei adam)—those issuing from Adam. For during all those
years that Adam didn’t approach his wife, impure spirits
came and were inflamed by him, engendering from him,
and these are called plagues of the children of Adam.176

“It has been said that when a man is dreaming—not in
control of his body, his body lulled—an impure spirit comes
and settles upon him.177 Sometimes impure female spirits
approach him, drawing him toward them, becoming
inflamed by him, later bearing spirits and demons, plagues
of benei adam, the children of man,178 who sometimes
resemble human beings, though without hair on their
heads.179

“One must thoroughly protect himself from them,
following paths of Torah, not defiling himself with them.
For everyone who sleeps in bed at night tastes a taste of
death, his soul departing from him.180 Since body is left
without holy soul, impure spirit, who is poised, spreads
upon him and he is defiled. We have established that one
should not pass his hands over his eyes in the morning,
since impure spirit has settled upon them..., as has been
explained.181

“Come and see: Even though Jacob was beloved by the
blessed Holy One, because he remained alone an alien
spirit poised to couple with him.”182

Rabbi Shim’on said, “Come and see what is written
concerning Balaam the wicked: He went 2w (shefi)



(Numbers 23:3). What is shefi? Alone, as is said: noow
(shefifon), a horned viper, on the path (Genesis 49:17)—like a
serpent moving alone, lurking on paths and trails.183 So
Balaam went alone. Why? To draw upon himself impure
spirit. For whoever walks alone—even in town at certain
times, and in certain places all the timel84—is vulnerable.
So one should not walk alone on the road, and in town one
should not either, rather in a place where people are
moving back and forth—even at night, since people are not
around.l85 This is why You must not leave his corpse on the
tree overnight (Deuteronomy 21:23), [170a] so as not to
keep a spiritless body above ground at night.186 Therefore
that wicked Balaam went alone like a serpent, as they have
established.”

X PaX" (Va-ye’aveq ish), And a man wrestled, with him
(Genesis 32:25).187 What does this mean: va-ye’aveq, and he
wrestled?

Rabbi Shim’on said, “From paX (avag), ash powder,
incidental to ou (afar), dust.1l88 What is the difference
between them? Ash, residue of fire, never generating fruit;
dust, yielding all fruit, totality of above and below.”189

Rabbi Yehudah said, “If so, what is the meaning of: He
raises the poor from the dust (1 Samuel 2:8)?”

He replied, “According to its literal sense, but in this
manner:199 He raises the poor from the dust, since it
possesses nothing at all of its own,12l and from that dust
issues the poor, who possesses nothing. Yet from that dust
issue all fruit and goodness of the world; through it are
enacted all acts of the world,192 as is written: All comes
from the dust (Ecclesiastes 3:20).193 And we have learned:
All comes from the dust, even the globe of the sun.’194

“But ash never generates fruit or vegetation, so va-
ye'aveq, and he wrestled, arriving with that avag, ash, riding
upon it, to contest against Jacob.19>



“Until the rising of dawn (Genesis, ibid.),126 when his
dominion passed away and he weakened,197 as will be in
the time to come. For now exile resembles night—it is
night!198—and that ash rules over Israel, who lie in alien
dust,199 until morning rises and day brightens. Then Israel
will prevail; to them will be granted the kingdom, since
they are holy ones of the Most High, as is said: Kingdom,
dominion, and grandeur of the kingdoms under the whole
Heaven will be given to the people of the holy ones of the
Most High... (Daniel 7:27).200

Rabbi Yehudah opened,

1w “Who 1is this looking
He said, "Let me go, for dawn forth like the dawn, fair

. 1”7 . . M
has risen!” (Genesis 32:27). as the moon, bright as

the sun...? (Song of Songs 6:10).202 This verse has been
established and explained,293 but Who is this looking forth?
—Israel, when the blessed Holy One will raise them,
bringing them out of exile. He will then open for them a
tiny crack of light, then another opening, wider, until the
blessed Holy One opens for them supernal gates facing the
four directions of the world.204

“So with all the blessed Holy One does for Israel and
for the righteous among them—always so, never all at once.
This can be compared to a person thrown into darkness,
dwelling in darkness constantly When they want to
illumine him, they must open the light to him like the eye of
a needle, then wider, always gradually, until he is illumined
with all the light fittingly.205

“Similarly with Israel, as is said: Little by little I will
drive them out before you (Exodus 23:30).206 And so with
one who is being cured: not all at once, but little by little,
until he is fortified.

“But with Esau, not so!207 Rather, he is illumined all at
once and deprived little by little, until Israel are fortified
and eliminate him entirely from this world and from the



world that is coming. Since he blazed all at once, he is
annihilated completely, whereas Israel’s light increases
little by little until they are invigorated and the blessed
Holy One illumines them forever. Everyone asks, Who is
this looking forth like the dawn?—at first a subtle glow;
then fair as the moon, then bright as the sun, then
awesome as bannered hosts (Song of Songs, ibid.)—
beaming powerfully, intensely, fittingly.

“Come and see: When day is still dark and concealed,
light advances little by little until spreading fittingly. For
when the blessed Holy One will arouse to illumine
Assembly of Israel, He will glow at first like the dawn,
which is black;298 then fair as the moon, then bright as the
sun, then awesome as bannered hosts, as has been said.
[170Db]

“Come and see: When morning rises—because it is not
written for dawn has come, but rather has risen (Genesis
32:27),209 since when dawn has come, that prince2l0 is
empowered and strikes Jacob, because that hour is black,
its potency empowering Esau. Once that blackness of dawn
rises, light appears and Jacob is empowered, for then is his
time to shine.

“What is written? The sun rose upon him as he passed
Penuel, and he was limping on his hip (ibid., 32). The sun
rose upon him, for that was the time to shine. And he was
limping on his hip: intimating that although Israel remain
in exile—suffering pain, trouble, and countless evils—
daylight will yet shine upon them, bringing them relief.
Then they will reflect on the pain in their bones from the
countless evils and troubles they have suffered, and they
will be amazed! So, The sun rose upon him—of that time of
relief; then, and he was limping on his hip—feeling the pain
and suffering of what had passed. Once the blackness of
dawn had risen, he was empowered and gripped him, for
his strength had faded,2ll since his dominion prevails only
at night, while Jacob’s prevails by day. So he said, ‘Let me



go, for dawn has risen! Now I am in your power!’ This has
been said and established.”212

Rabbi Hiyya said, “If
this power point of
Jacob had not been
weakened, he would

Therefore [to this day] the
Children of Israel do not eat the
sinew of the thigh (Genesis have withstood him;

32:33).213 Fsau’
sau’s power would

have been broken above and below.”214

Rabbi Shim’on opened, “I fell upon my face, and I
heard the one speaking to me (Ezekiel 1:28).215 This verse
has been discussed, but come and see! For look at what is
written: Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like
Moses (Deuteronomy 34:10)!216 What distinguishes Moses
from other prophets? Moses gazed into a speculum that
shines, while other prophets gazed only into a speculum
[171a] that does not shine.2l7 Moses heard while standing
on his feet,218 his potency vitalized, so he knew the word
clearly,219 as is written: in vision, not in riddles (Numbers
12:8). Other prophets fell upon their faces, their potency
weakened, so they could not comprehend the clarity of the
word. Who caused this? As is written: for he touched
Jacob’s hip socket... and he was limping on his hip
(Genesis, ibid., 33, 32).220

“None of those prophets could comprehend what the
blessed Holy One intends to do to Esau except for Obadiah,
who was a convert, deriving from the side of Esau.22l He
comprehended Esau firmly, his potency unweakened,
whereas the power of all those other prophets faded and
they could not endure, receiving the word clearly, fittingly.
Why? Because he touched Jacob’s hip socket at the sinew
of the thigh, drawing all the power of the thigh; so its
power was broken and he was left limping on his hip.
Therefore it must not be consumed at all.222 For all
prophets of the world could only grasp until the arrival of



King Messiah; from here on they could neither grasp nor
comprehend.223

“Come and see: The prophets did not maintain their
potency fittingly, and now, one who studies Torah is
unsupported, no one casting profits into his bag, fortifying
him.224 So Torah is forgotten in every generation, her
power weakened every day, since those engaged in her
have nothing to rely on, while the wicked kingdom grows
stronger every day.222

“Come and see the consequence of sin: Since no one
supports Torah fittingly, the one with no legs or feet to
stand upon is supported, fortified!”226

He opened, saying, “YHVH Elohim said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all
animals and among all beasts of the field. Upon your belly
shall you go (ibid. 3:14).227 What is the meaning of upon
your belly shall you go? His supports were broken and cut
off, so he had nothing to stand on228—but Israel, unwilling
to support Torah, provides him with supports and legs to
stand fortified.

“Come and see how tortuously and cunningly the
serpent-rider222 schemed against Jacob that night! For he
knew what is written: The voice is the voice of Jacob—and
if Jacob’s voice is interrupted, then the hands are the hands
of Esau (ibid. 27:22).230 So he looked in every direction,
trying to harm Jacob and interrupt his voice, but he found
him totally invulnerable: arms powerful on this side and
that, torso fortified between them, Torah completely
fortified.231 When he saw that he could not prevail against
him (ibid. 32:26), what did he do? Immediately, he touched
the socket of his thigh (ibid.), cunningly—thinking ‘Once
the supports of Torah are broken, Torah will be
powerless;232 then their father’s words will be fulfilled: The
voice is the voice of Jacob, and the hands are the hands of
Esau. And similarly: When you grow restive, you will tear
his yoke from your neck (ibid. 27:40).’233



“Thereby he contended shrewdly against Jacob, for
once the power of Torah is broken, Esau becomes stronger
and stronger. When he sees that he cannot prevail against
Torah, he weakens the power of those supporting her, since
if supporters of Torah are not to be found, then the voice
will not be the voice of Jacob, and the hands will be the
hands of Esau.

“When Jacob saw this, as morning rose,234 he gripped
him and overpowered him, until he blessed him and
confirmed those blessings.235> What did he say? ‘Your name
will no longer be 1pw (va‘agov), Jacob, but Sxw (Yisra'el),
Israel (ibid. 32:29)—not ya‘agov, Jacob, deceitful, but rather,
majestic and powerful, for no one can prevail against
you.’236

“Come and see: From this serpent23Z countless forces
diffuse in every direction, appearing in the world,
confronting human beings. So we must sustain the
existence of that sinew of the thigh; for although that
serpent-rider approached it, it endures vitally among us,
unbroken, and Jacob’s potency increases in the world.238
We must show that you have striven with divine and human
beings, and have prevailed (ibid.). When he sees that place
unbroken, uneaten, his potent power is broken [171b] and
he cannot harm the children of Jacob.232 So we must not let

any creature of the world eat it; it must not be eaten at
all!”240

Rabbi Yeisa expounded, “For he touched Jacob’s hip socket
(Genesis 32:33). Here is written for he touched, and there
is written Whoever touches a corpse, the body of a human
being (Numbers 19:13).241 Just as there impure, so here
impure, for he defiled that site242—and from an impure site
we must not benefit at all, especially a site approached by
that impure side.243 Torah says simply, for he touched, as is
said: Whatever the impure one touches becomes impure
(ibid., 22).244 Blessed be the Compassionate One who gave



Torah to Israel, enabling them to merit this world and the
world that is coming, as is written: Length of days in her
right hand; in her left, riches and honor (Proverbs 3:16).24>

Rabbi El’azar opened,
“You must not bow to
another god... (Exodus
34:14). Now, Jacob was

He went on ahead of them and

he bowed to the ground seven

times until he drew near his )
consummation of the

brother (Genesis 33:3). patriarchs, perfected

above and below, selected as the full share of the blessed
Holy One, intimately close to Him.246 So how could he bow
to that wicked Esau, who derives from the side of another
god?247 Whoever bows to him bows to another god!

“Now, you might say, ‘Because “In the fox’s season, bow
to him.’”248 Not so! For Esau resembled another god, and
Jacob would never bow to that side, to that portion. Rather,
it is written: Peace be to you, peace be to your house, peace
be to all that is yours! (1 Samuel 25:6),249 and it has been
said that it is forbidden to greet the wicked first.230 But
they have established that he was really speaking to the
blessed Holy One, while assuming that Nabal would think
he was speaking to him.251

“Similarly, Israel bowed at the head of the bed (Genesis
47:31). Now, would he bow toward his son?252 Rather, he
bowed to the site of snekninah.223 Here too, He went on
ahead of them. Who is He? shekhinah, who was going ahead
of him; He—supernal protection.224 As soon as Jacob saw,
he said, ‘Now is the time to bow!” Toward the blessed Holy
One, who was going ahead of him, he bowed down seven
times until he drew near his brother. 1t is not written He
bowed to Esau; rather, as soon as he saw the blessed Holy
One going ahead of him, he bowed toward Him, so as not to
render honor or bow to anyone else—all fittingly.222 Happy
are the righteous, all of whose actions are for the glory of
their Lord, deviating neither right nor left!”



Rabbi Yitshak opened,
“The wicked are like

) the troubled sea that
Esau ran toward him and )
cannot be still, whose

embraced him, flung himself waters toss up mire and
upon his neck—spelled 1Y mud (IsaiaI{) 57:20)
(tsavvaro), deficiently226—and e

kissed him, and they wept discussed,257 but words

(Genesis 33:4). of Torah contain
countless secrets, differing from one another, all of them
one.

“The wicked are like the troubled sea that cannot be
still—Esau, all of whose actions were steeped in
wickedness and sin. For when he approached Jacob, he
acted defectively, hostilely: He flung himself upon 17X1X
(tsavvaro), his neck—singular,228 namely, Jerusalem, neck of
the world.259 7wavvaro, his neck—not XX (tsavvarav), his
necks, because the Temple was destroyed twice, once by
Babylonia and once by the seed of Esau, who threw himself
upon it once, destroying it; so he flung himself upon tsavvaro,
his neck, singular.260

“Mpw™ (va-yishshagehu), And he kissed him—dotted above,
for he kissed him reluctantly.261 We have learned that it is
written: Excessive are kisses of an enemy (Proverbs 27:6)—
Balaam, blessing Israel, for he didn’t bless them
wholeheartedly.262 Similarly here, Excessive are kisses of
an enemy—Esau.”

Rabbi Yose said, “It is written: Arise, O yHvH! Deliver
me, O my God! For You strike all my enemies on the jaw;
You break the teeth of the wicked (Psalms 3:8), and we
have learned: ‘Do not read n1aw (shibbarta), You break, but
rather n117w (shirbavta), You elongate, for his teeth extended
because he intended to bite him...’263

“So, they wept (Genesis, ibid.)—this one wept, and that
one wept, as the Companions have established.264

This verse has been



“Come and see how [172a] fervidly Esau felt toward
Jacob! Even at that very moment he was scheming far into
the future to harass and accuse him. So they wept—this
one wept because he didn’t think he could escape him, and
that one wept because his father was still alive, so he
couldn’t attack him.”265

Rabbi Abba said, “Surely at the moment he saw Jacob,
Esau’s wrath abated.266 Why? Because Esau’s prince had
concurred with him,267 so Esau couldn’t prevail with his
rage. For just so, all matters of this world depend upon
above: Once they have concurred above, they concur
below; dominion cannot prevail below until dominion is
granted above. All is interdependent.”268

Rabbi El'azar said,
“This corresponds to
what we said
previously, that now
Jacob didn’t want those initial blessings bestowed upon him
by his father.2Z20 Not even one of them had yet been
fulfilled, because he reserved them for the end of days—
when they would be needed by his descendants,
confronting all nations of the world. So when Esau said ‘Let
us travel on (ibid., 12):271 we’ll divide this world equally
and rule together,” what did Jacob say? Let my lord pass on
ahead of his servant—let him now rule first in this
world.272 Let [him] pass, as is said: Their king will pass
before them... (Micah 2:13).273 ‘You rule first, while I
proceed slowly—I reserve myself for that world that is
coming, for the end of days, for those days that proceed
slowly.274

“At the pace of 7IX>nn  (ha-melakhan), the livestock
(Genesis, ibid., 14). Who is melakhah, work?275 The speculum
that does not shine, through whom workings of the world
are actualized.276

“Before me (ibid.)—She is constantly ‘before yHvH.’277

Let my lord pass on ahead of his
servant... (Genesis 33:14).269



“And at the pace of the children (ibid.)—mystery of the
cherubim, manifesting mystery of faith, to whom he
cleaves.278

“Till I come to my lord in Seir (ibid.)—'till my time
comes to rule over the mount of Esau,’ as is said: Saviors
will climb Mount Zion to execute judgment on Mount Esau,
and then dominion will be yHvH's (Obadiah 1:21).”7279

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “A
song of ascents. Of
Solomon. Unless YHVH
builds the house, Iits
builders labor in vain.

Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and
built himself a house, and for his
cattle he made mMIo (sukkot),
sheds;280 therefore the place is
) Unless YHvH watches
called Succoth (Genesis 33:17). .
over the city, the

watchman guards in vain (Psalms 127:1). Come and see:
When it arose in the will of the blessed Holy One to create
the world, He issued from the spark of impenetrable
darkness28l a single vaporous cluster,282 flashing from the
dark, lingering in ascension. The darkness descended,
gleaming—flaring in a hundred paths, ways, narrow,
broad,283 constructing the house of the world.284

“This house stands in the center of all, countless doors
and chambers round and round—supernal sacred sites,
where birds of heaven nest, each according to its
species.28> Within emerges an immense, mighty tree, its
branches and fruit nourishing all.286 That tree climbs to the
clouds of heaven, is hidden amid three mountains,287
emerges beneath these mountains, ascending, descending.

“This house is saturated by it; within, it secretes
numerous supernal hidden treasures, unknown. Thereby
this house is constructed and decorated. That tree is
revealed by day, concealed by night; this house rules by
night, is concealed by day.288

“As soon as darkness enters, enveloping, it rules; all
doors close on every side.282 Then countless spirits soar



through the air, desirous to know, to enter.220 Entering
among those birds—who collect testimony22l—they roam
and see what they see, until that enveloping darkness
arouses, radiating a flame, pounding all mighty hammers,
opening doors, splitting boulders. That flame ascends and
descends, striking the world, arousing voices above and
below. Then one [172b] herald ascends, bound to the air,
and proclaims. That air issues from the pillar of cloud of the
inner altar;292 issuing, it spreads in the four directions of
the world. A thousand thousands stand on this side,293 a
myriad of myriads on that side—the right—and the herald
stands erect, proclaiming potently. How many there are
then who intone songs and render worship! Two doors
open, one on the south and one on the north.294

“The house ascends and is placed between two
sides,29> while hymns are chanted and praises rise. Then
the one who enters, enters silently,296 and the house glows
with six lights lustering in every direction.227 Rivers of
spices flow forth, watering all beasts of the field, as is said:
watering all beasts of the field... Above them dwell the
birds of heaven, singing among the branches (Psalms
104:11-12).298 They chant till morning rises, when stars
and constellations, the heavens and their hosts all sing
praises, as is said: When the morning stars sang together;
and all the sons of Elohim shouted for joy (Job 38:7).

“Come and see: Unless yHvH builds the house, its
builders labor in vain. Unless yHvH watches over the city,
the watchman guards in vain. Unless yHvH—Supernal
King,299 constantly building this house, enhancing her.
When? As ritual aspirations ascend from below
fittingly.300 Unless yHvH watches over the city. When? As
night darkens and armed flanks hover, roaming the
world,391 and doors close shut; then she is guarded on all
sides lest the uncircumcised and impure approach her, as is
said: For the uncircumcised and the impure will enter you
no more (Isaiah 52:1), since the blessed Holy One intends



to eliminate him from the world. Who is uncircumcised and
who is impure? All is one: uncircumcised and impure, the
one by whom Adam and his wife were seduced, inflicting
death upon the world.392 He is the one who defiles this
house, until the time when the blessed Holy One eliminates
him from the world. So, Unless yHvH watches over the city,
indeed!393

“Jacob journeyed to Succoth, journeying toward the
share of faith.304 What is written above? Esau returned that
day on his way to Seir (Genesis, ibid., 16). And it is written:
Jacob journeyed to Succoth. But each one diverged to his
own side. Esau, to the side of Seir. Who is Seir? Strange
woman, alien god.395 Whereas Jacob journeyed to Succoth
—supernal faith.

“He built himself a house, as is written: house of Jacob
(Isaiah 2:5).”

Rabbi El'azar said, “He instituted evening prayer
fittingly.306

“And for his cattle he made sukkot, sheds—other sukkot to
protect them; this one is secular.397

“Then, Jacob arrived o%wv (shalem), in peace (Genesis,
ibid., 18)—totally shalem, complete, as they have
established.308 And it is written: 100 0%w2 1" (Vayhi ve-shalem
sukko), In shalem was His abode (Psalms 76:3)—all one
mystery.329 Then faith united with him, when he was
complete, crowned in his appropriate site;310 this sukkah was
adorned along with him, for he was o%w (sheliim),
consummated, by patriarchs; consummated by his sons.311
This is shalem—complete above, complete below; complete in
heaven, complete on earth. Complete above, for he is
consummation of the patriarchs; complete below, through
his holy sons. Complete in heaven, complete on earth, so:
In shalem was His abode.

“What is written immediately? Dinah, Leah’s daughter;
went out (Genesis 34:1), and the Companions have
established this.312 Come and see: Countless rungs and



aspects diverge above, each distinguished from the other,
creatures differing from one another, these contending to
dominate those, to tear prey, each according to its
species.213 From the side of impure spirit, countless rungs
diverge, all lying in wait to attack, these opposite those.
Look at what is written: Do not plow with an ox and a
donkey together (Deuteronomy 22:10), for when they join,
they attack the world!314

“Come and see: The sole craving of impure rungs is to
attack holy sides. Since Jacob is holy, they all lie in wait for
him and attack. First the serpent bit him, as is said: He
touched the socket of his thigh (Genesis 32:26);312 now a
donkey bit him. There he himself stood up to the serpent;
now Simeon and Levi—deriving [173a] from severe
Judgment—stood up to the mnn (hamor), donkey, prevailing
against him on all sides, so he was overwhelmed, as is said:
Hamor and Shechem his son they slew by the edge of the
sword (ibid. 34:26).316 Simeon, who was an ox—his zodiacal
sign, Taurus—struck Hamor, so that they would not join as
one, becoming his attacker.317

“All of them came to contend with Jacob, but he was
delivered and afterward dominated them. Later came the
ox, completed by donkeys, all of them from the side of the
donkey. Joseph, who is an ox;318 Egyptians, who are
donkeys, of whom is written whose flesh is the flesh of
donkeys (Ezekiel 23:20). So later the sons of Jacob fell
among those donkeys—since they had coupled as one—and
they all bit them, flesh and bone,319 until Levi aroused as
before and scattered those donkeys, utterly breaking their
strength. He removed the ox from there, as is written:
Moses took the bones of Joseph with him (Exodus
13:19).320

“Come and see: When Simeon attacked that Hamor at
first, he aroused blood upon them, for they were
circumcised;321l afterward, they killed every male (Genesis,
ibid., 25). The blessed Holy One acted similarly by the hand



of the Levite against those hamorim, donkeys: first, blood;322
then, vwvH killed every firstborn... (Exodus 13:15).323 Here,
concerning this Hamor: all their wealth, all their little ones,
and all their animals (Genesis, ibid., 29).324 There,
concerning those hamorim: objects of silver and objects of
gold...And a mixed multitude also went up with them, [and
sheep and cattle]...(Exodus 12:35, 38). Simeon and Levi—
one stood up to this Hamor, and one stood up to all those
hamorim.ﬁ

“All of them sought to conspire against Holy Jacob and
were poised to bite him, but together with his sons he stood
up against them and subdued them.326 Now that Esau is
biting him and his sons, who will stand up to him?327 Jacob
and Joseph—one on this side, one on that side, as is
written: The house of Jacob will be fire, the house of Joseph
flame, and the house of Esau stubble... (Obadiah 1:18).”328

They journeyed onward, and the terror of God fell upon the
towns around them (Genesis 35:5). Rabbi Yose said, “They
all assembled, but as they girded their weapons they began
trembling and abandoned them. So, they did not pursue the
sons of Jacob (ibid.).329

“Get rid of the foreign gods (Genesis 35:2),330 which
they had taken from Shechems33l—silver and gold vessels
engraved with images of their gods.”332

Rabbi Yehudah said, “These were idols made of silver
and gold, and Jacob hid them there so that he wouldn’t
derive benefit from the aspect of idolatry, for one must
never derive any benefit from it.”333

Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Hizkiyah were walking on the
way. Rabbi Hizkiyah said to Rabbi Yehudah, “Why is it
written He took the crown of 03>n (malkam) from his head—
its weight was a talent of gold, with precious stones—and it
was set on David’s head (2 Samuel 12:30)? Now, we have
learned that the abomination of the Ammonites is called
Milcom, and this is the crown of malkam.33%2 Why was it set



on David’s head?3> And why is it described as
‘abomination’? Look, other false gods of the nations are
described as gods of the nations, foreign god, whereas this
one is called ‘abomination’!”

He replied, “But the blessed Holy One calls all the false
gods of the nations by this name, as is written: You have
seen their abominations and their filthy idols (Deuteronomy
29:16). As to what you said concerning He took the crown
of malkam—that this is Milcom—certainly so! But Ittai the
Gittite, before converting, broke the image engraved on
that crown, rendering it defective and thus permissible for
use. So it was set on his head.336

“Come and see: Abomination of the Ammonites was a
serpent engraved by incision on that crown; thus it is called
‘abomination’—filth.”337

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Get rid of the foreign gods—other
women whom they had brought with them along with all
their jewelry.338 So it is written: They gave Jacob all the
foreign gods (Genesis, ibid., 4), referring to the women and
all that idolatrous jewelry of silver and gold. Jacob buried
them (ibid.),3392 so that they wouldn’t [173b] derive any
benefit at all from the aspect of idolatry.

“Come and see that Jacob was an entirely consummate
man,340 cleaving to the blessed Holy One. What is written?
Let us rise and go up to Bethel, and I will build an altar
there to the God who answered me on the day of my
distress and was with me on the way that I went (Genesis
35:3). Immediately, They gave Jacob.34l From here we learn
that one should praise the blessed Holy One and thank Him
for the miracles and goodness He has performed for him,
as is written: and was with me on the way that I went.

“Come and see! First is written Let us rise and go up to
Bethel—he included his sons with him. Then is written and
I will build an altar—not ‘we will build an altar’ but I will
build an altar, excluding them from this. Why? Because the
matter devolved upon him. Jacob surely arrayed evening



prayer—it was he who built the altar;342 the matter rested
with him because he endured all those misfortunes from
the day he fled from his brother, as is written: and was with
me on the way that I went. Whereas they arrived later in
the world, so he did not include them.”

Rabbi El’azar said, “From here we learn that the one
for whom a miracle has been performed should himself
offer thanks.343 Whoever eats bread at the table should
himself offer blessing—not someone else who has eaten
nothing.”344

There he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, for
there elonim were revealed to him when he fled from his
brother (ibid., 7).345 Come and see: There he built an altar
to YHVH;346 concerning these altars34’ it is not written that
ascent-offerings and sacrifices were offered, since the rung
worthy of arrayal was arrayed. An altar to vHvH—arraying
the lower rung, joining it to the upper rung; so, There he
built an altar—lower rung; to yHvH—upper rung.348 He
called the place El-bethel—this name corresponding to an
upper name; for when it shines, then like mother, like
daughter, and all is one.349

For there elohim were revealed to him, since they appear
only with shekninah. Look! There are seventy, appearing
constantly together with Shekhinah—thrones surrounding
Shekhinah.320 So, for there elohim were revealed to him, for
look at what is written: Behold! vyHvH was standing upon it
(ibid. 28:13)!321

Rabbi Shim’on said,
“From here we learn

God ascended from him at the that he became a holy

%ZC?Gvggg;esgfg ];%C)i spoken with chariot together with
e the patriarchs.3%2 Come
and see: Jacob is a supernal, holy chariot, poised to illumine



the moon—a chariot by himself, as is written: God ascended
from him.”353

He opened, saying, “Who is a great nation that has
gods so close to it as yHvH our God, in all our calling upon
Him? (Deuteronomy 4:7). Come and see how beloved are
Israel in the presence of the blessed Holy One! Among all
nations of the world, no other nation or tongue has a god
who hearkens to them as the blessed Holy One is ready to
receive the prayers and pleas of Israel in their hour of
need, hearing them pray on account of their rung.324

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One named Jacob
‘Israel,” as is written: No longer will your name be called
Jacob, but Israel will be your name. And He called his name
Israel (Genesis 35:10). Who called? shekhinah, as is said: He
called to Moses (Leviticus 1:1).355 FEiohim said to him
(Genesis, ibid.)—they have established this: above.326 [srael
—totally consummated, fittingly; so he ascended his rung,
perfected in this name.337 Therefore, He called his name
Israel, as has been said.”

Rabbi El’azar and Rabbi Yose were walking on the way.
Rabbi Yose said to Rabbi El’azar, “Surely, as you have said,
Jacob is consummation of the patriarchs, embracing all
sides.328 He called his name Israel, as is written: No longer
will your name be called Jacob, but Israel, and: He called
his name Israel (Genesis, ibid.). Why, then, does the blessed
Holy One revert to calling him Jacob numerous times?
Everyone calls him Jacob just as before! If so, why No
longer will your name be called Jacob?"329

He replied, “Well spoken!” He opened, saying, “YHvH
will go forth like a mighty one; like a warrior He will stir up
His zeal... (Isaiah 42:13). This verse has been established,
but come and see! Like a mighty one—the verse should
read: a mighty one. Similarly, like a warrior—it should read:
a warrior.380 However, as has already been said, yHvH
always conveys compassion, certainly!36l [174a] The
blessed Holy One is named YHVvH, as is written: I am YHVH,



that is My name (ibid., 8).362 Yet we see that sometimes He
is called Eonim, which always conveys judgment. Really,
when righteous abound in the world, His name is YHVH,
called by the name of compassion; when wicked abound in
the world, His name is Elohim, called by the name Eionim.363

“Similarly, when Jacob was not in the midst of enemies
or in a foreign land, he was called Israel; when he was
among enemies or in a foreign land, he was called Jacob.”

He said, “The wording is still unsettling, for it is
written: No longer will your name be called, yet we do call
him so! And as for what you said—‘When he was among
enemies or in a foreign land, he was called Jacob’—come
and see what is written: Jacob dwelled in the land of his
father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan (Genesis 37:1).
Look, he wasn’t in a foreign land!”

He replied, “As I've already said, just as the blessed
Holy One is called yHvH, yet is sometimes called Elohim, so
too he is sometimes called Israel and sometimes Jacob, all
on well-known rungs.364 And as for what is said: No longer
will your name be called Jacob—settling into this name.”362

He said, “If so, look at what is written: No longer will
your name be called Abram; your name will be Abraham
(ibid. 17:5)!7366

He replied, “There it is written M (ve-hayah), will be, so
he abided in that name; whereas here is not written ve-hayah,
rather but Israel 7 (yihyen), will be, your name—not ve-
hayah. Even once would have sufficed; all the more so,
sometimes this, sometimes that.367 Once his sons were
adorned with priests and Levites and ascended supernal
rungs, he was crowned with this name permanently.”368

While they were walking, Rabbi Yose said to Rabbi
El’azar, “It has already been said that when Rachel died,
the house was possessed by one who needed to be fittingly
arrayed in twelve tribes.369 Why did Rachel die
immediately?”370



He replied, “So that shekhinah would be crowned
properly, becoming mother of children (Psalms 113:9).
Through him She began to possess the house, to be
arrayed; so Benjamin always inhabits the west, no other
direction. Through him She began to be arrayed in twelve
tribes; through him Kingdom of Heaven began to manifest
on earth.371

“This mystery: Any beginning about to manifest is
strained, so it entails a sentence of death, thereby settling.
Here, as She was about to be arrayed, to possess the
house, judgment was executed upon Rachel; then She
settled, arrayed.3’2 When kingdom was about to manifest
on earth, it began in judgment and did not settle fittingly in
its site until judgment aroused against Saul, according to
his deeds; then kingdom settled, arrayed.373

“Come and see: Every beginning is harsh;374 later,
gentleness. On Rosh Hashanah, a harsh beginning, because
the entire world is judged, each and every one according to
his deeds; later: gentleness, forgiveness, atonement.372 For
beginning issues from the left, so its judgments are harsh.
Later, right arouses; so, gentleness.376

“In time to come, the blessed Holy One intends to
arouse gently against the other nations; later He will attack
with harsh judgment, as is written: y#vH will go forth like a
mighty one; like a warrior He will stir up His zeal... (Isaiah
42:13). At first, yHvH, compassion;3ZZ then, like a mighty one
—not a mighty one; then, like a warrior—not a warrior.
Then potency will manifest against them, empowered to
destroy them, as is written: He will shout—yes, roar—
overpowering His enemies (ibid.). And it is written: Then
yHvH will go forth and battle those nations, as when He
battles on a day of war (Zechariah 14:3), and similarly: Who
is this coming from Edom, in crimsoned garments from
Bozrah?... (Isaiah 63:1).”



Rabbi Yehudah opened,
“YHvH IS  good, a
stronghold in a day of
trouble; He cares for

As her soul was departing—for
she was dying—she named him
Ben-oni, but his father called

§15m1 8) mBenjamm (Genesis those who seek refuge
B in Him (Nahum 1:7).

Happy is the share of the human being who is strengthened
by the blessed Holy One, for the strength of the blessed
Holy One is potent! They have established: vHvH is good, as
is said: YHvH is good to all (Psalms 145:9). A stronghold—
strength of salvation, as is written: He is a stronghold of
[174b] salvation for His anointed (ibid. 28:8). In a day of
trouble—in a day when other nations trouble Israel.

“Come and see what is written: If you slacken in a day
of trouble, how narrow is your strength! (Proverbs 24:10).
What does if you slacken mean? One who loses his grip on
the blessed Holy One, not grasping Him. How does one
grasp the blessed Holy One firmly? By grasping Torah. For
whoever grasps Torah grasps the Tree of Life,379
strengthening—as it were—Assembly of Israel, invigorating
Her.380 But if one lets go of Torah, what is written? If you
slacken—if one lets go of Torah, in a day of trouble, how
narrow is your strength!/38l On a day when trouble assails
him, it is as if he constricts Shekninah, strength of the
world.382

“Alternatively, how 7% (tsar), narrow, is your strength!
Come and see: When a person slackens in Torah and
follows an improper path, countless foes lie in wait to
accuse him on a day of trouble. Even his soul—his strength
and power—becomes his adversary, as is written: tsar, an
adversary, is your strength, for she confronts him as an
adversary.”383

Rabbi Abba said, “When a person follows the paths of
Torah and all his ways are properly aligned, countless
advocates stand over him to speak well of him.”384



He opened, saying, “If he has an angel over him, an
advocate, one among a thousand, to vouch for his
uprightness, then He is gracious to him and says, ‘Spare
him from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom’ (Job
33:23-24). These verses call for contemplation. Isn’t
everything revealed before the blessed Holy One? Does He
need an angel to announce good and evil? Well, He
certainly does! For when a person has advocates to recall
his merits in His presence—and no accusers—then He is
gracious to him and says, ‘Spare him from going down to
the pit; I have found a ransom.’385

“Come and see: In this verse you will discover the
lucidity of the word. It is written: If he has an angel over
him. If nothing further had been written, it would have
been fine. But it is written: an advocate, one among a
thousand. Who is that? The angel appointed to accompany
a person on the left side, as is written: A thousand may fall
at your side (Psalms 91:7)—namely, the left side, for it is
written: ten thousand at your right (ibid.).286 However, one
among a thousand is the evil impulse, who is one of those
on the left, since he ascends and obtains authorization.387
So if a person walks the way of truth, that evil impulse
becomes his servant, as has been said—for it is written:
Better to be lightly esteemed and have a servant (Proverbs
12:9). Then he ascends and is transformed into an
advocate, declaring that person’s merit in the presence of
the blessed Holy One.388 Then the blessed Holy One
proclaims, Spare him from going down to the pit.

“Nevertheless, he does not return empty-handed, since
another is delivered to him—to overpower, to pluck his soul
—since that person’s sins precede and he becomes ransom
for this one, as is written: I have found a ransom.389

“Alternatively, I have found a ransom—the merit that
you mentioned is his ransom, redeeming him from dying
and descending to Hell.320 Therefore one should walk the
way of truth, so that the accuser becomes an advocate.



“Similarly, on Yom Kippur, Israel gives him something,
preoccupying him wuntil he turns into their servant,
ascending and testifying before the blessed Holy One,
becoming their advocate.321 Concerning this, Solomon said,
If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; if he is
thirsty, give him water to drink (Proverbs 25:21)—referring
to the evil impulse.392

“So, in a day of trouble,323 when one slackens in Torah,
he thrusts the blessed Holy One, as it were, toward that
evil impulse, who becomes his accuser.324 How narrow
is 702 (kohekha), your strength—‘how constricted is 72 n2
(koah koh), the strength of kon,’ for he approaches His
presence to accuse and His power weakens.392

“Come and see: YHVH is good, a stronghold in a day of
trouble (Nahum 1:7). What is a day of trouble? When Esau
came to attack Jacob.396 He cares for those who seek
refuge in Him (ibid.)—when Dinah’s misfortune befell
him.397

“Come and see: The Accuser confronts a person only in
time of danger.228 Come and see: Because Jacob delayed
fulfilling the vow he had made before the blessed Holy One,
judgment was empowered by the Accuser—who denounced
Jacob, [175a] demanding justice when Rachel was in
danger.399 He said before Him, ‘Look! Jacob made his vow
and did not fulfill it. Even though he dominates all in
wealth, children, and everything one needs, he still did not
fulfill the vow he made before You; yet You have not
punished him!” Immediately, Rachel gave birth, and she had
hard labor (Genesis 35:16). What does this mean: she had
hard? Judgment was hardened above with the Angel of
Death.

“Thereby Jacob was punished. Why? Because it is
written: If you have nothing with which to pay, why should
he take your bed from under you? (Proverbs 22:27).
Therefore Rachel died; judgment was rendered by the
Angel of Death.400



“Come and see: What did he do when Esau came? He
placed the maids and their children first, Leah and her
children behind them, and Rachel and Joseph behind them
(Genesis 33:2). Why? Because he feared for Rachel—lest
that wicked one gaze upon her beauty and attack him
because of her.401

“What else is written? The maids drew near, they and
their children, and bowed. Leah too and her children drew
near and bowed—females preceding males. But of Rachel,
what is written? Afterward Joseph and Rachel drew near
(ibid., 6-7)—Joseph preceding his mother, covering her. So
it is written: A fruitful bough is Joseph, a fruitful bough 1u
Su (alei ayin), by a spring (ibid. 49:22), for he expanded his
body and covered his mother. Alei ayin, on account of an eye,
on account of the eye of that wicked one.402

“Here she was punished by the evil impulse, who
denounced in time of danger, and Jacob was punished for
not fulfilling the vow. This was more severe for Jacob than
all the troubles that befell him.493 How do we know that it
was due to him? For it is written: Rachel died *>u (alai), upon
me (ibid. 48:7)—alai, on account of me—precisely: because I
delayed the vow!”404

Rabbi Yose said, “It is written: A causeless curse X110 K>
(lo tavo), goes nowhere (Proverbs 26:2), and they have
established: 1% (10), to him, with a 1 (vav). Once the curse of a
righteous man issues from his mouth—even unintentionally
—that evil impulse snatches it and accuses with it in time of
danger.405

“Jacob said, With whomever you find your gods—he
shall not live! (Genesis 31:32), and even though he didn’t
know, that Satan—constantly present among humans—
snatched that word.206 Therefore we have learned: A
person should never open his mouth for Satan,’497 because
he seizes that word and accuses with it above and below,
especially a word of the wise or righteous. For both of
these, Rachel was punished.”408



As her soul was departing—for she was dying (Genesis
35:18).409

Rabbi Abba said, “Since Scripture states as her soul
was departing, don’t we know that she was dying? But this
is necessary, because it returned no more to the body and
she died a bodily death. For there are humans whose souls
depart yet return to their sites, as is said: His soul returned
to him (1 Samuel 30:12); Their heart departed (Genesis
42:28); My soul departed as he spoke (Song of Songs 5:6);
There was no soul left in him (1 Kings 17:17).410 But as for
this one, the soul departed and did not return to her site.

“She named him Ben-oni (Genesis 35, ibid.),4l1l for the
harshness of judgment decreed against her. But Jacob
restored and bound him to the right, since west must be
bound to the right.412 Although he is °11X 12 (Ben oni), son of
my sorrow, side of harsh judgment, yet he is Pn’ 12 (Ben
yamin), Benjamin, son of the right, for he was bound to the
right.

“She was buried by the road, as has been explained.
This one’s death and burial are revealed, while Leah’s
death and burial are not,413 although these four matriarchs
share a mystery, as has been established.”414

Rabbi Yose said, “Why?
So her site would never
be concealed until the
day that the blessed
Holy One intends to revive the dead, as is said: until the
day (ibid.)—until that very day!”4Ll6

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Until the day that shekhinah returns
to that site together with the exiles of Israel, as is said:
There is hope for your future, declares yHvH: children will
return to their land (Jeremiah 31:17). The blessed Holy One
swore this oath to her, and as they return from exile, Israel
are destined to stand by Rachel’s grave and weep there,
just as she wept over Israel’s exile. So it is written: With

Jacob set up a pillar upon her
grave (Genesis 35:20).415



weeping they will come (ibid., 9), and: There is reward for
your labor (ibid., 16). At that [175b] moment, Rachel—who
is by the road—is destined to rejoice along with Israel and
Shekhinah, as the Companions have established.”4l7

Rabbi El'azar said,
“While Israel was
dwelling in that land—
for Leah and Rachel
had died, and the house
was possessed by the

While Israel was dwelling in that
land, Reuben went and lay with
Bilhah, his father’s concubine
(Genesis 35:22).

possessor.418

“Now, would you ever imagine that Reuben went and
lay with Bilhah? Rather, as long as Leah and Rachel were
alive, shekninah hovered over them; now that they had died,
Shekhinah did not depart from the house, but dwelled there
with Bilhah, although shekhinah should have possessed the
house fittingly.419 Yet unless Jacob appeared in a coupling
of male and female, shekhinah would not have dwelled openly
in the house; therefore snekninah stayed with Bilhah.420

“Then Reuben came and, seeing Bilhah inheriting his
mother’s place, he disheveled the bed. Because Shekhinah
was present there, it is written of him: He lay with
Bilhah.”421

Rabbi Yeisa said that he slept on that bed, showing
disrespect for shekhinah.422

“So he was not disqualified from the count of the tribes,
as immediately enumerated by the verse.423 Therefore it is
written: Jacob’s firstborn, Reuben (ibid., 23), appointing
him head of all the tribes.”

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “The ways of vHvH are right; the
righteous walk in them, while transgressors stumble in
them (Hosea 14:10). All the ways of the blessed Holy One
are entirely right, His paths true, but inhabitants of the
world neither know nor consider the foundation of their



existence.424 So, the righteous walk in them, since they
know the ways of the blessed Holy One and engage in
Torah. For whoever engages in Torah knows and
contemplates the ways of the blessed Holy One, following
them without straying right or left. While transgressors
stumble in them—those wicked ones who neither engage in
Torah nor contemplate His ways nor know which way they
are going! Since they fail to contemplate and engage in
Torah, they stumble on those ways in this world and in the
world that is coming.

“Come and see: When any person who engages in
Torah leaves this world, his soul ascends by those ways and
paths of Torah—ways and paths well-known!425 Those who
know ways of Torah in this world follow them in that world
when they leave this world. But if they haven’t engaged in
Torah in this world and don’t know the ways and paths,
then when they leave this world they don’t know how to
walk those ways and paths; they stumble in them. Such a
person follows other ways—not ways of Torah—and
countless punishments are aroused against him, inflicted
upon him.

“Of one who engages in Torah, what is written? When
you lie down, she will protect you; you will awake, and she
will speak for you (Proverbs 6:22).426 When you lie down in
the grave, Torah will protect you from the judgment of that
world. You will awake—when the blessed Holy One
awakens spirits and souls, reviving the dead, she will speak
for you, becoming an advocate for the body, so that those
bodies who engaged fully in Torah will rise fittingly.427
These will be the first to rise for eternal life, as is said:
Many of those who sleep in the dust will awake: these to
everlasting life (Daniel 12:2)428 these are destined for
everlasting life because they absorbed themselves in
everlasting life: Torah.429

“Come and see: The bodies of all those who engaged in
Torah endure, protected by Torah. How so? At that time the



blessed Holy One will arouse a single wind comprising four
winds,430 and that wind comprising four winds is intended
for all those who engaged in Torah, to revive them for
eternal existence.

“Now, you might say ‘Look at what is written: Come
from the four winds, O wind (Ezekiel 37:9)!431 Why didn’t
they survive? They all died as before!’432

“Come and see: At the time that the blessed Holy One
raised the dead through Ezekiel, that wind—though
composed of four winds—did not descend in order to
sustain them enduringly. Rather, it was to demonstrate that
the blessed Holy One will one day revive the dead in that
manner, sustaining them by the wind [176a] comprised in
this manner. Even though the bones returned then to their
former state, the blessed Holy One wanted to show the
whole world that He will one day revive the dead. So what
is written of that wind destined to descend into the
righteous? Come from the four winds, O wind—a wind
comprising four—since the blessed Holy One intends to
sustain them enduringly, fittingly in the world. Whoever has
engaged in Torah in this world—she stands over him as his
advocate in the presence of the blessed Holy One.”

Rabbi Shim’on said, “All those words of Torah—all that
Torah in which a person engaged in this world—those very
words of Torah stand in the presence of the blessed Holy
One, reciting themselves before Him. She calls out,
unwaningly. At that time she will speak, conveying what the
person attained, how he strived in this world.233 So they
will rise enduringly for eternal life, as we have said.
Therefore, The ways of YHvH are right; the righteous walk in
them, while transgressors stumble in them.”

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “Now Eli was very old. He heard of all
that his sons did to all Israel, and how they lay with the
women who assembled at the entrance to the Tent of
Meeting (1 Samuel 2:22). Could you ever imagine that



priests of vyHv# would do such a thing? Look! Their sin is
already stated explicitly in Scripture, as is written: for the
men treated vHVH’s offering with contempt, and: This was
the priests’ practice with the people: when each man would
offer a sacrifice... Even before the fat was burned, the
priest’s lad would come and say to the man who was
sacrificing, ‘Hand over meat to roast for the priest..."...He
would say, ‘No! Hand it over now; and if not, I'll take it by
force.” Therefore, the sin of the young men was very great
(1 Samuel 2:13, 15-17).434

“Now, everything that they took was only from those
portions intended for the priests to eat; but because they
treated the offering lightly, they were punished.43> Yet here
Scripture states: how they lay with the women who
assembled!

“Perish the thought that they committed this sin—
especially in that sacred place! All of Israel would have
risen up and Kkilled them. Rather, they delayed their
entrance into the sanctuary, prohibiting them from entering
to pray until the sacrifices had been offered, because they
didn’t bring sacrifices that included a priestly portion. So
they delayed them, and those women would plead with
them to enter. Therefore it is written: how they lay with the
women—delaying them, as we have said.436

“Similarly, He lay with Bilhah (Genesis 35:22). Perish
the thought that he lay with her! Rather, he prevented her
from performing conjugal enjoinment with his father—by
disheveling the bed.237 He committed this act in the
presence of shekhinah, for wherever conjugal enjoinment is
fulfilled, shekninah hovers over that place, manifesting there;
and whoever prevents conjugal relations causes Shekhinah to
depart from the world. So it is written: For when you
mounted your father’s bed, you defiled the one who
mounted my couch (Genesis 49:4).438 Therefore it is
written: He lay with Bilhah, his father’s concubine; and
Israel heard. And the sons of Jacob were twelve (ibid.



35:22)—all included in the count, their virtue
undiminished.”

Rabbi El’'azar said, “Why at first Israel and then Jacob,
as is written: And Israel heard. And the sons of Jacob were
twelve?439 Because when Reuben came and disheveled that
bed, he said, ‘Father was supposed to raise twelve tribes in
the world, no more; yet now he wants to engender sons.
Are we defective, so that he wants to engender others all
over again?’ Immediately he disheveled the bed and
intercourse was foiled—disgracing Shekhinah, as it were, who
hovered over that bed. So it is written: And Israel heard,
since by this name he ascended into twelve concealed ones,
twelve rivers of pure balsam.440

“And the sons of Jacob were twelve—twelve tribes in
which Shekhinah is arrayed.24l Who are they? The ones
enumerated again by Torah, [176b] as before242—all of
them holy, all of them deemed worthy by shekhinah to attain
the holiness of their Lord. For if he had committed that act,
Reuben would not have entered into the count.443

“Nevertheless, he was punished by being deprived of
his birthright, which was given to Joseph, as is said: The
sons of Reuben, firstborn of Israel—he was the firstborn;
but when he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was
given to Joseph (1 Chronicles 5:1).444

“Come and see: Blessed be the name of the blessed
Holy One forever and ever,442 for all His acts are true, His
way just, and everything He does accords with supernal
wisdom.

“Come and see how decisive human action is! For
everything a person does is inscribed enduringly before the
blessed Holy One. Look! When Jacob entered into Leah, all
that night his heart’s desire focused on Rachel, since he
thought she was Rachel. From that conjugal union, from
that first drop, from that desire, Leah conceived, as they
have established.446 For if Jacob had not been unaware,
Reuben would not have attained the count.44Z So he didn't



attain a recognized name, but rather an unspecified name:
121X7 (Re’uven), ‘See, a son!’448

“Nevertheless, the action returned to its site. Just as
the original desire was enacted for Rachel, that desire
reverted to her, for the birthright reverted to Joseph,
Rachel’s firstborn. The site of desire was Rachel, and all
ascends to its site, since all acts of the blessed Holy One
are entirely true and just.”

One day Rabbi Hizkiyah found Rabbi Yose sizzling a
dribbling bronchus#49 in smoldering fire, and a cloud of
smoke ascended. He said to him, “If the cloud of smoke
from the sacrifice offered upon the altar had risen
continuously like this, wrath would not have prevailed in
the world, and Israel would not have been exiled from the
land.”420

Rabbi Yose opened, saying, “Who is this rising from the
wilderness like columns of smoke, perfumed with myrrh
and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant? (Song
of Songs 3:6). Who is this rising? Come and see: When they
were walking in the wilderness, shekhinah walked in front of
them and they followed Her, 42l as is written: YHvH was
going before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to guide them
on the way (Exodus 13:21).452 So it is written: Thus says
YyHVH: I remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a
bride, how you followed Me in the wilderness (Jeremiah
2:2).

“shekhinah walked on, accompanied by all those clouds of
glory. When shekhinah journeyed, they would journey, as is
written: When the cloud lifted from over the tent, then the
Children of Israel would journey (Numbers 9:17).453 As She
ascended, that cloud ascended on high, and all inhabitants
of the world saw and asked, Who is this rising from the
wilderness like columns of smoke?

“That cloud of shekhinah appeared as smoke. Why?
Because the fire kindled by Abraham for his son Isaac clung



to Her, never leaving, merging with Her—so smoke
arose.424

“Nevertheless, Nn7pn (mequtteret), perfumed, with myrrh
and frankincense. What does mequtteret mean? Xivpnn
(Mitgattera), Linked, with two other sides: cloud of Abraham
on the right, cloud of Isaac on the left.43>

“With all powders of the merchant—]acob.436

“Alternatively: Joseph the Righteous, for Joseph’s coffin
accompanied Her.457 Why %211 (roknel), merchant? Because
he used to 927 (rakneil), peddle slander, against his brothers
to his father.458

“Alternatively, why rokne/? Because just as the hands of a
merchant are filled with bundles of costus and powdered
clay,422 so Joseph is fulfillment of Torah, fulfilling her
because all commandments of Torah are linked with
preserving the holy covenant.460

“So Shekhinah is linked with Abraham and Isaac. Jacob
and Joseph are as one, sharing a single image, as is
written: These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph
(Genesis 37:2).461 So, with all powders of the merchant, for
all is watered from the site of the flowing, gushing river,
and all faces glow.462

“Come and see: When Israel dwelled in the land and
brought offerings, they all drew near to the blessed Holy
One fittingly.463 When the offering was performed and the
smoke ascended in a straight column, they knew that the
smoke of the altar kindled [177a] the lamp intended to be
kindled—all faces glowing, lamps ablaze.464

“Ever since the Temple was destroyed, not a single day
passes without wrath and rage, as is said: God rages every
day (Psalms 7:12).465 Joy has dissipated above and below;
Israel wanders in exile, under the dominion of alien gods.
Thus the verse is fulfilled: There you will serve other gods
(Deuteronomy 28:64).466

“Why all this? On account of what is written: Because
you did not serve vyHvH your God in joy and in gladness of



heart for the abundance of everything (ibid., 47). What
does this mean: for the abundance of everything? Here, for
the abundance of everything; there, in lack of everything
(ibid., 48).467 Until the blessed Holy One arouses and
redeems them from among the nations, as is said: YHvH your
God will return your captivity and have compassion on
you.... If your banished lie at the ends of heaven, from
there yHvH your God will gather you, from there He will take
you (ibid. 30:3-4).468

“These are the offspring of Esau, that is, Edom (Genesis
36:1). Come and see: During Isaac’s lifetime the sons of
Esau were not enumerated, as were the sons of Jacob, who
were enumerated before Isaac died. But as for Esau, what
is written? Isaac expired and died and was gathered to his
kin, old and sated with days (ibid. 35:29). Following this,
what is written? These are the offspring of Esau, that is,
Edom.469 Why? Because only Jacob and his sons partake of
his share, his allotted portion.270 So Jacob and his sons are
the share of the blessed Holy One and enter the count,
whereas Esau—who does not share the side of faith—is
counted after Isaac died, his share deviating to another
site.471

“Come and see: After Isaac died and Esau separated to
his side, what is written? Esau took his wives... and he
went to a land away from his brother, Jacob (ibid. 36:6),472
relinquishing to Jacob both principal and profit: bondage of
Egypt and the land.47Z3 He sold him his share of the cave of
Machpelah474 and left the land, the faith, and his share—
abandoning all.

“Come and see how completely fine was Jacob’s share—
since Esau no longer remained with him, but parted from
him, going off to his own allotted share, leaving Jacob in
possession of the heritage of his father and his ancestors.
So, he went to a land away from his brother, Jacob. What



does this mean: away from his brother, Jacob? That he did
not want his inherited portion or his share of faith.

“Happy is the share of Jacob! Of him is written For
YHVH’s share is His people, Jacob His allotted inheritance
(Deuteronomy 32:9).”

Rabbi Yeisa opened,

These are the kings who reigned Behold, I make you

in the land of Edom before any ]easf among the
king reigned over the Children nations; you are utterly
despised (Obadiah

of Israel (Genesis 36:31). 1:2).475 Come and see:

When the blessed Holy One fashioned the world, He
divided earth into seven regions, subdivided according to
seventy appointed princes, distributing them among
seventy nations, each and every one fittingly,476 as is said:
When the Most High allotted the nations, when He
dispersed humankind... (Deuteronomy 32:8).477

“Of all those princes rendered to other nations, none is
as despised before Him as the Archon of Esau.4/8 Why?
Because the side of Esau is a defiled side, and the side of
defilement is despicable before the blessed Holy One. He
issues from those inferior rungs behind the millstones,479 a
void of rubicund quaestors.480 So, Behold, I make you least
among the nations; you are utterly despised, corresponding
to what is written: On your belly shall you go and dust shall
you eat all the days of your life (Genesis 3:14).481 Utterly,
as is said: Cursed are you among all animals and among all
beasts of the field (ibid.).482

“Come and see: Within lower rungs lie rungs upon
rungs, all differing from one another, all concatenated,
linked with one another.483 Each kingdom separate from
the other, kingdom interlinked with kingdom; one entering,
one ascending, embraced by a single nexus.

“That nexus has a single measure, three triple nexuses
to that measure.284 Within each nexus, a single crown;



within each crown, a single suzerain,482 empowered by
coronation above, empowered and descending below until
stars and constellations are linked with it—one star, one
constellation distributed among each and every one.286
[177b] All stars are destined in those rungs above, every
rung crowned in certain suitable sites.

“As rungs diverge, you discover a pistachio cluster,48Z
until they link to their suitable sides. Sides of rungs of
defilement on the left all diverge into countless ways and
paths—flanks of red potencies.288 So potencies dangle
below, millions and billions. Therefore, Behold, I make you
least among the nations; you are utterly despised, as we
have said.489

“Come and see: These are the kings who reigned in the
land of Edom—on the side of his rung, rung of Esau, as is
said: Esau, that is, Edom (Genesis 36:1)—all issuing from
the side of impure spirit.

“Before any king reigned over the Children of Israel,
for they are rungs standing at the gatehouse below, first of
all.490 So Jacob said, Let my lord pass on ahead of his
servant (ibid. 33:14),491 since his rungs enter first. So,
before any king reigned over the Children of Israel, for the
time had not yet come for Kingdom of Heaven to reign,
embracing the Children of Israel. Therefore he said, Let my
lord pass on ahead of his servant.

“Once these rungs terminated, Kingdom of Heaven
aroused to reign over those below. Beginning, it began with
the youngest of all the tribes, Benjamin, as is said: There is
young Benjamin, ruling them... (Psalms 68:28). Through
him kingdom began to arouse, later arriving at its site,
firmly established, never to depart.”492

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “Now hear, O Jacob My servant, Israel
whom I have chosen! Thus says YyHvH who makes you, who
forms you in the womb and will help you: Fear not, My



servant Jacob, Jeshurun whom I have chosen (Isaiah 44:1-
2).493

“Come and see how often the blessed Holy One has
promised to entitle Israel to the world that is coming! For
He desired no nation or people for His share other than
Israel alone; so He gave them the Torah of truth, enabling
them to prove themselves worthy and know the ways of the
blessed Holy One, so that they could inherit the Holy Land.
For whoever attains this Holy Land has a share in the world
that is coming, as is said: Your people, all of them
righteous, will inherit the land forever (Isaiah 60:21), as
already noted.494

“Three rungs here: first Jacob, then Israel, then
Jeshurun.425 Come and see: Jacob, as already established;
Israel, similarly, although the rungs are as one.496 Jeshurun
—why is Israel called by this name? But Israel and Jeshurun
are entirely one. NnMw (Yeshurun), Jeshurun, as is said: T
(vashor), He lines up, men (Job 33:27),497 for he obtains xmw
(shura), a row, on this side and on that side, and because of
these two ymWw (shurin), rows, he is called Yeshurun; and this is
Israel.498 Israel, because he acquires grandeur and power
from all;499 Jeshurun, because of those portions: two sides,
two rows that we have mentioned. All is one; those names
all amount to one.

“Jacob My servant—sometimes he resembles a servant
commanded by his master, carrying out his will. Similarly,
5XW  (visrael), Israel, whom I have chosen—nxwx> (le-
ashra’ah), to hover, over him. All in supernal mystery.

“It is written: He who creates you, O Jacob; He who
forms you, O Israel (Isaiah 43:1), and it is written: Thus
says YHvH who makes you. All these rungs mount up to one,
as they have established: creates, forms, makes—all of
them rungs one above the other, and all are one.200

“Happy is the share of Israel, in whom the blessed Holy
One delights above all other nations! For concerning all of
them is written They are vanity, objects of mockery; in the



time of their punishment they will perish (Jeremiah
10:15)201—when one day the blessed Holy One will
eliminate them from the world and He alone will remain, as
is said: YHvH alone will be exalted on that day (Isaiah
2:17).7502

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “*Do not fear, O worm Jacob, O men
of Israel! I myself will help you,” declares yHvH. ‘Your
Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel' (Isaiah 41:14).

“Come and see: All nations of the world have been
rendered to certain ruling archons, as has been said,203
and they all follow their false gods, as is written: [For all
the nations] will walk each in the name of its god (Micah
4:5)204—3]] shedding blood, waging war, stealing, robbing,
fornicating, mingling [178a] with numerous evildoings.
They intensify their power to harass, while Israel has no
power to overcome them except through its mouth—like a
worm whose only power and strength lies in its mouth, by
its mouth penetrating all. So Israel is called worm.205

“Further, Do not fear, O worm Jacob—no creature in the
world resembles a tusser silkworm, from which all
garments of glory exude: royal tusser.206 Afterward it sows
seed and dies, afterward—from that surviving seed—
coming into being as before, existing enduringly.207

“So Israel is like this worm: though dying, it will reexist
in the world as before, as has been said, since it is written:
For as clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in My hand,
O house of Israel (Jeremiah 18:6).208 What does 2 (ka-
homer), as clay, mean? The homer, material, of glass—which
even if broken can be recast, mended as before.209

“OXI” NN (Metei Yisra’el), O mortal men of Israel!l—Tree of
Life, for since Israel cleave to the Tree of Life, they will
possess life:210 rising from the dust, abiding in the world,
becoming a single people to serve the blessed Holy One, as
is said: so they may all call upon the name of yHvH and serve
Him shoulder to shoulder (Zephaniah 3:9).”



Rabbi El’azar and Rabbi Yitshak were walking on the way
when the time arrived for reciting shema.2ll Rabbi El’azar
stood, recited snema, and prayed.2l2 Afterward, Rabbi
YitsHaq said to him, “But we have learned that before a
person sets out on the way, he should obtain permission
from his Lord and pray his prayer.”213

He replied, “Because when I set out, it wasn’t time for
prayer and the time for reciting shema had not arrived.214
Now that the sun is shining I've prayed;2l2 but before I set
out on the way, I made my request from Him and consulted
Him.216 But I didn’t pray this prayer,2lZ because I was
engaged in Torah from midnight;2l8 and from the time
morning arrived up till now, it wasn’t time to pray the
prayer because as darkness of dawn appears, a wife
converses with her husband, in mystery as one,219 since
she has to retire to the dwelling along with her maidens
who sit with her.220 So one should not interrupt their
words, uniting as one, and interpose another word
between.221

“Now that the sun is shining, it’s time to pray, as they
have established, for it is written: W7 (vira'ukha), May they
revere You, with the sun (Psalms 72:5).222 What does with
the sun mean? Carrying the light of the sun with us to
illumine her.223 For nX7 (yirah), reverence, must accompany
sun—not dividing them. As long as day doesn’t shine,
reverence is not with sun, and they must be joined as one.
This is: with the sun.”524

They walked on. When they reached a field, they sat
down. Raising their eyes, they saw a mountain, whose peak
was being scaled by strange creatures. Rabbi Yitshak
became frightened. Rabbi El’azar asked him, “Why are you
afraid?”

He replied, “I see that this mountain is fierce, and I see
these creatures who are strange, and I'm scared they’ll
attack us.”



He said, “If someone is frightened, it is the sins he
possesses of which he should be frightened.222 Come and
see: These aren’t those fierce creatures who used to haunt
the mountains.”

He opened, saying, “These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah
and Anah—that is the Anah who in the wilderness
discovered the Yemim... (Genesis 36:24).526 This verse has
been established,227 but come and see: not those of whom
is written The Emim formerly dwelt there... (Deuteronomy
2:10),228 but rather those of whom Scripture states who in
the wilderness discovered the D'n’ (yemim)—spelled on
(yemim).229 These were strange creatures, for when Cain
was banished from the face of the earth—as is said: Here,
You have driven me today from the face of the earth
(Genesis 4:14), and similarly: He dwelled in the land of Nod
(ibid., 16), as they have established—among his
descendants were those inhabiting the side of spirits,
whirlwinds, and demons.239 These existed because as the
day was about to be sanctified, enduring spirits were
created from that side—bodiless specters.23l These derive
neither from the Sabbath day nor the sixth day, both of
whom remain uncertain about them, so they are sustained
by [178b] neither one.232

“Spreading through the side of Cain, they materialized
on that side, though not enduringly.233 They are called on’
(yemim)—defective—for they were not fulfilled on either
day.234 They appear to human beings,232 and he found
them; they taught him how to bring bastards into the
world.236 Roaming the mountains, they assume a body once
a day, then strip themselves.

“Come and see: This Anah was a bastard, for Zibeon
copulated with his mother and engendered a bastard.237
This one issued from the side of impure spirit that clung to
him, so he found them, and they taught him all species of
the side of defilement.238



“Come and see: These and countless others, branching
out, all derive from that side—roaming the wilderness,
visible there, since desolate wilderness is their
habitation.239 So whoever walks in the ways of the blessed
Holy One, and fears Him, has no fear of them.”

They walked on and entered the mountains. Rabbi
Yitshak said, “Are all desolate mountains likewise the site of
their habitation?”

He replied, “So it is! And of all those engaging in Torah
is written vwvH will guard you from all evil; He will guard
your life. yHvH will guard your going and your coming, now
and forever (Psalms 121:7-8).”

Rabbi El’azar opened, “Hallelujah! I praise yHvH with all my
heart, in the council of the upright, in the assembly (Psalms
111:1). This verse has been established, but come and see!
All his days, King David would engage in the worship of the
blessed Holy One, rising at midnight, praising and offering
thanks in hymns of praise, to array his site in kingdom
above. For when a north wind aroused at midnight, he
knew that at the same moment the blessed Holy One
aroused in the Garden of Eden to delight with the
righteous. So he rose at that moment and invigorated
himself with songs and praise until morning arose.240

“For we have established that when the blessed Holy
One appears in the Garden of Eden, He and all the
righteous in the garden together listen to his voice, as is
written: Companions listen for your voice; let me hear!
(Song of Songs 8:13).241 Moreover, a thread of love is
drawn upon him by day, as is said: By day yHvH directs His
love, in the night His song is with me (Psalms 42:9).542
Moreover, those words of Torah that he utters all ascend to
be adorned before the blessed Holy One.243 Therefore King
David would engage at night in the worship of his Lord.

“Come and see: 1199511 (Haleluyah), Hallelujah! Of all those
songs and praises chanted by David, we have learned that



the highest is Haleluyah, as has been established. Why?
Because it embraces name and praise as one.244 What does
‘name and praise’ mean? Name is > (van). Who is praise?
Assembly of Israel, who arranges praise constantly for the
blessed Holy One, never subsiding, as is said: O God, do not
be silent; do not be quiet or still, O God! (Psalms 83:2), for
She is constantly arranging and praising arranged praise
for Him. So, name and praise as one.245

“I praise yHvH with all my 225 (levav), heart, as they have
established: with the good impulse and the evil impulse; for
they constantly accompany a person, as is said: with all 722%
(levavekha), your heart (Deuteronomy 6:5). This has been
affirmed.246

“In the council of the upright, in the assembly—this is
Israel, by whom all rungs are adorned: priests and Levites,
righteous and devout; the upright, in the assembly—as is
said: in the assembly of God (Psalms 82:1). These are the
mystery by which the blessed Holy One is adorned.24Z

“Therefore a person should praise his Lord constantly,
since He delights in songs of praise. If one knows how to
praise the blessed Holy One fittingly, He receives his prayer
and saves him, as is written: I will set him on high, for he
knows My name. When he calls on Me, I will answer him; I
am with him in distress; I will rescue him and honor him.
With length of days will I satisfy him, and show him My
salvation (Psalms 91:14-16).”548

Rabbi Yose opened, saying,249 “You are my hiding
place; You protect me from the adversary; You surround me
with shouts of deliverance. Selah! (ibid. 32:7).550 You are
my hiding place—blessed Holy One, who is a hiding place
and shield for one who walks the ways of Torah, so he is
hidden in the shadow of His wings and cannot be harmed.

“You protect me from the adversary—from above and
below. Above, a human has an archenemy; below too. Who
is that? The evil impulse: [179a] adversary above,
adversary below.22l Were it not for the evil impulse, a



person wouldn’t find a foe in the world. So, You protect me
from the adversary.

“>10010n (7esoveveni), You surround me, [with] shouts of
deliverance. Selah! The verse should read: °112110° (Yesovevuni),
They surround me.222 Why tesoveveni, You surround me?
Because these are the songs encompassing rungs of
salvation: You surround me with them to save me on the
way. This verse is orderly and backward, in either
direction.223

“Come and see: Within these songs of praise—uttered
by David—lie mysteries, supernal words of mysterious
wisdom,254 since they all were uttered through the Holy
Spirit, for Holy Spirit alighted upon David and he sang.232
So all of them were uttered as mysteries of wisdom.”

Rabbi El’azar opened, saying, “You pushed me hard, so
that I would fall; but yHvH helped me (Psalms 118:13). You
pushed me hard. The verse should read: They pushed me
hard.256 Why You pushed me hard? This is the Other
Side,227 who constantly pushes a person, seeking to push
him away and lead him astray from the blessed Holy One;
this is the evil impulse, constantly accompanying a person.
To him David retorted, You pushed me hard, so that I would
fall—because he strove against him with all those afflictions
to turn him from the blessed Holy One.228 Of him, David
said, ‘You pushed me hard, so that I would fall—into Hell.
But ynvH helped me—for 1 was not delivered into your
hand.’

“So a person should beware of him, lest he dominate.
Then the blessed Holy One guards him on all his ways, as is
written: Then you will walk your way safely and not injure
your foot. When you walk, your stride will be unconstricted;
if you run, you will not stumble (Proverbs 3:23; 4:12).
Similarly, The path of the righteous is like gleaming light,
shining ever brighter until full day (ibid. 4:18).”

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Happy are Israel, for the blessed
Holy One protects them in this world and in the world that



is coming, as is written: Your people, all of them righteous,
will inherit the land forever (Isaiah 60:21)!”



2 NYD

Parashat Va-Yeshev

“HE DWELLED” (GENESIS 37:1-40:23)

abbi Hiyya opened, “Many are the afflictions of the
righteous, but vHvH delivers him from them all
(Psalms 34:20). Come and see how intensely a person
is attacked, from the day that the blessed Holy One endows
him with a soul to exist in this world! For as soon as a
human emerges into the atmosphere, the evil impulse lies
ready to conspire with him, as has been said; for it is
written: At the opening crouches sin (Genesis 4:7)—right
then the evil impulse partners him.l
“Come and see that it is so! For animals all protect
themselves from the day they are born, fleeing from fire
and all menacing sites; yet a human being is ready at once
to fling himself into fire, because the evil impulse dwells
within him, instantly luring him into evil ways.2
“We have established what is written: Better a poor and
wise child than an old and foolish king who no longer
knows how to heed warning (Ecclesiastes 4:13). Better a
child—the good impulse, who is a child, just recently with a
person, accompanying him only from the age of thirteen, as
has been said.3
“Than a king—the evil impulse, who is called king,
ruling over humanity in the world. OId and foolish, for he is
surely old, as already established, since as soon as a person



is born, emerging into the atmosphere, he [179Db]
accompanies that person.2 So he is an old and foolish king.2

“Who no longer knows how min> (le-hizzaher), to heed
warning. It is not written rm% (le-hazhir), to give warning,
but rather le-nizzaner, to heed warning—because he is a fool,
of whom Solomon said The fool walks in darkness (ibid.
2:14),8 for he issues from dregs of darkness, deprived of
light forever.”Z

Rabbi Shim’on said, “Come and see: Better a poor and
wise child. Who is a child? This has been established and
explained. However, Better a child, as is written: I was a
youth, and now I am old (Psalms 37:25).8 This is the youth
who is a poor child, possessing nothing at all of his own.2
Why is he called youth? Because he is renewed, for the
moon renews herself constantly, and he is constantly
youthful.l0 Poor—as we have said. And wise—because
wisdom dwells within him .11

“Than an old king—the evil impulse, as has been said,
for since the first day he existed, he has never escaped his
defilement.l2 And he is foolish—all his ways evil, leading
humans astray, not knowing how to heed warning. He
sidles up to people with ploys, luring them from the good
way to the evil.

“Come and see: This is why he hastens to be with a
person from the day he is born, so that he will trust him.13
For look, when the good impulse arrives, the person cannot
believe him—and considers him a burden! Similarly we
have learned: Who is cunningly wicked? One who pleads
his case in front of the judge before the other party arrives,
as is said: The first to plead his case seems right...
(Proverbs 18:17).14 Similarly this cunning wicked one,l2 as
is said: The serpent was cunning (Genesis 3:1)—he arrives
first, dwelling with a person before his counterpart comes
to rest upon him.16 Since he appears first, pleading his case
with him, when his counterpart—the good impulse—
arrives, the person finds him obnoxious and cannot raise



his head, as if he loaded on his shoulders all the burdens of
the world, because of that cunning wicked one who
reached him first.lZ Concerning this, Solomon said, The
poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not
heeded (Ecclesiastes 9:16), because the other anticipated
him.18

“So whoever accepts a person’s words before his
counterpart arrives,l9 acts as if he accepts belief in
another, false god.20 Rather, till the other comes and
examines him (Proverbs, ibid.). This is the way of the
righteous, for a righteous person does not believe that
cunningly wicked evil impulse before his counterpart, the
good impulse, arrives. Because of this, people stumble in
the world to come.21l

“However, one who is righteous, in awe of his Lord,
endures many afflictions in this world so as not to trust and
consort with that evil impulse,22 and the blessed Holy One
delivers him from them all, as is written: Many are the
afflictions of the righteous, but vyHvH delivers him from them
all.23 Tt is not written Many are p>7x? Mmun (ra‘ot la-tsaddiq), the
afflictions for the righteous, but rather »7¥ (tsaddiq), [0f] the
righteous, because the blessed Holy One °unx (itre'ei),
delights, in that human being and delivers him from
everything in this world and in the world that is coming.24
Happy is his share!

“Come and see how many afflictions befell Jacob in his
effort not to cling to that evil impulse, to keep it away from
his portion! Because of that he suffered numerous ills and
had no peace.”

He opened, saying, “I had no ease, no quiet, no rest,
and turmoil came (Job 3:26). Come and see how many
afflictions the righteous endure in this world—affliction
after affliction, pain upon pain—to render them worthy of
the world that is coming. How Jacob suffered!2> Affliction
upon affliction constantly, as is said: I had no ease—in the
house of Laban, from whom I could not be rescued;26 no



quiet—from Esau: that suffering inflicted on me by his
prince,2Z and later the fear of Esau himself.28 No rest—on
account of Dinah and Shechem;22 and turmoil came—the
turmoil and confusion of Joseph, most severe of them all.30
Out of Jacob’s love for Joseph—mystery of covenant—he
entered Egypt, for later it is written: I have remembered
My covenant (Exodus 9:15), so that shekhinah would be
present there with him.”31

[180a] Rabbi  Yose
opened, “The righteous
one perishes, and no
one takes it to heart...
(Isaiah 57:1).32 The
righteous one perishes. When the blessed Holy One gazes
upon the world and finds it unfit, and judgment is poised to
prevail in the world, the blessed Holy One removes the
righteous one from among them, so that judgment will
befall all the others and no one will be found to shield
them. For as long as a righteous person dwells in the world,
judgment cannot dominate the generation.33

“How do we know? From Moses, as is written: He said
that He would annihilate them—had not Moses, His chosen
one, stood in the breach before Him... (Psalms 103:23).34
So the blessed Holy One takes the righteous one from
among them, plucking him from the world, and then exacts
retribution, collecting His due.

“The conclusion of the verse: that 1on (mi-penei), because
of, evil the righteous one was taken away (Isaiah, ibid.)32
—‘before’ evil comes to prevail in the world, the righteous
one is taken away.36

“Alternatively, that because of evil—the evil impulse.3Z

“Come and see: Jacob was consummation of the
patriarchs38—prepared to endure exile—but because he
was righteous, judgment was postponed, not dominating

Jacob dwelled in the land of his
father’s sojournings, in the land
of Canaan (Genesis 37:1).



the world. For through all Jacob’s days, judgment did not
befall the world, and famine was nullified.39

“Through all the days of Joseph—image of his father40—
judgment did not befall the world, since he protected them
all his days. As soon as he died, exile immediately befell
them, as is said: joseph died,4l followed by: Come, let us
deal shrewdly with them, and: They embittered their lives
with harsh labor (Exodus 1:6, 10, 14).42 Similarly, wherever
a righteous person exists and dwells upon earth, judgment
does not prevail, as has been said.

“Come and see: Jacob dwelled in the land of rax >mn
(megurei aviv), his father’s sojournings. What does megurei aviv
mean? As is said: n (magor), terror, all around (Jeremiah
6:25), because all his days he was terribly frightened.”43

Jacob dwelled in the land of megurei aviv, his father’s
sojournings. Rabbi El’azar said, “Dwelling in, linked with
that site gripped by darkness—lIland of megurei aviv, his
father’s terror, precisely!44 In the land of Canaan—site
linked to its site.£2 megurei aviv—harsh judgment.26 In the
land of megurei aviv—as has been said, that lenient judgment
joined to harsh judgment.4Z There Jacob dwelled,
embracing it.

“These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph (Genesis
37:2). After Jacob settled, sun coupling with moon, he
began to generate offspring.48 Who is it that generated
offspring? Scripture resumes, saying: Joseph. For that
flowing, gushing river generates offspring since its waters
never cease, generating offspring in this land, from which
generations issue to the world.42 For although the sun
draws near the moon, only that rung called Righteous One
bears fruit;20 Joseph is the rung of Jacob bearing fruit,
issuing offspring to the world.2l So, These are the
generations of Jacob: Joseph.22

“These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph. Anyone
gazing at the image of Joseph would say, “This is the image
of Jacob!’23 Come and see that of all Jacob’s sons, it is not



written These are the generations of Jacob—except for
Joseph, whose image matched his father’s.”24

Seventeen years old (ibid.). Rabbi Abba said, “The
blessed Holy One hinted to him: Joseph was seventeen
years old when he lost him, and for the rest of his days, not
seeing Joseph, he wept over those seventeen years. And
just as he wept over them, the blessed Holy One granted
him another seventeen years of living in the land of Egypt
in joy, honor, and fulfillment, with Joseph his son as king
and surrounded by all his children. For him, those
seventeen years were true life. Therefore, he was
seventeen years old when he lost him.”25

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “So listen to me, men of
understanding: Far be it from God to do evil, from Shaddai to
do wrong! For according to a human’s deeds [180b] He
repays him, and provides for him according to his ways (Job
34:10-11). Come and see: When the blessed Holy One
created the world, He based it on justice, and through
justice it endures.26 All doings of the world hinge on
justice. However, in order to preserve the world, that it not
perish, He spread compassion over it—and this compassion
restrains justice, so that the world will not be destroyed. By
compassion the world is conducted and thereby endures.2Z
“Now, you might say that the blessed Holy One
executes judgment upon a person unjustly.28 But as already
explained, when judgment befalls someone who is innocent,
this is because of His love for him.22 For the blessed Holy
One loves him passionately, drawing him near. He crushes
the body to empower the soul; then the person is drawn to
Him in love fittingly, the soul dominant, the body
weakened.89 One needs a weak body and a strong soul,
invigorated vitally; then he becomes the beloved of the
blessed Holy One. When the soul is weak and the body
strong, he is the enemy of the blessed Holy One, who takes
no pleasure in him. So the righteous one who is constantly



crushed is the beloved of the blessed Holy One—though
this applies only when he has examined himself and
discovered no sin deserving of punishment.61

“Here one should contemplate several aspects. First,
we see that shekhinah does not dwell in a place of sorrow, in a
place without joy. If there is no joy, shekhinah does not abide
there, as is said: ‘Now bring me a minstrel.’” And then, as
the minstrel was playing, the spirit of God came upon him
(2 Kings 3:15).62 For surely shekhinah does not dwell in a
place of sadness. How do we know? From Jacob. Because
he grieved over Joseph, Shekhinah departed from him. As
soon as the joyful news about Joseph reached him,
immediately the spirit of Jacob their father revived (Genesis
45:27).63 But here with this righteous one who is crushed,
weakened by pain, where is joy? He is in sorrow, with no
joy at all!64

“Further, we see that many of the beloved were
righteous in the presence of the blessed Holy One yet were
not crushed by sickness or pain, nor were their bodies ever
weakened. Why aren’t these like those? Those were broken,
while these endured physically fit.62

“Now, you might say that these exist enduringly,
fittingly, because they are righteous born of righteous, as
has been established, whereas those others are righteous
but not born of righteous.t6 But we see righteous born of
righteous, even one whose father is righteous born of
righteous and he himself is righteous—why is his body
broken by pain, all his days in anguish?6?

“But here lies a mystery, since all actions of the blessed
Holy One are true and just, for according to a human’s
deeds He repays him, and according to his ways He
provides for him (Job 34:11).68 T have discovered in books
of the ancientst2 a certain mystery, along with another
mystery, one that is two.Z0 For there are times when the
moon is defective, abiding in judgment, unaccompanied by
the sun.ZL Yet constantly, every moment, She has to issue



souls into human beings, as She gathered them
previously.Z2 Now She releases them, while subsisting on
judgment;Z3 whoever obtains her at such a time will always
be diminished, accompanied by poverty, continually broken
by judgment throughout his lifeZ4—except that prayer
annuls all decrees, so through prayer he can ascend.Z2

“When that rung is complete and the flowing, gushing
river performs with Her,Z6 then through the soul issuing,
poured into a person, he becomes totally complete: in
wealth, in children, in bodily soundness—all because of
[181a] that flowing, gushing flux of destiny, uniting with
that rung, now fulfilled and blessed. So all depends upon
X9 (mazzala), flux of destiny, concerning which we have
learned: ‘Children, life, and sustenance do not depend on
merit, but on mazzala.” For merit does not pertain until She is
filled and illumined by the flux.ZZ

“So all those crushed in this world—yet truly righteous
—are all crushed and sentenced justly. How so? Because
that soul is decisive.Z8 Consequently, the blessed Holy One
has compassion on them in the world that is coming.”Z3

Rabbi El’azar said, “Everything done by the blessed Holy
One is just, in order to purify that soul and bring her to the
world that is coming.89 Thus all His deeds are just and true,
to remove from her the filth she received in this world; so
that body is broken and the soul purified. That is why the
blessed Holy One makes the righteous one suffer affliction
and pain in this world: to be totally cleansed and attain
eternal life. Of this is written ywvH refines the righteous
(Psalms 11:5)—literally, as has been said.”81

Rabbi Shim’on opened, “But he shall not enter before the
veil, and he shall not approach the altar, for he has a defect
(Leviticus 21:23).82 Come and see: When that flowing,
gushing river issues all those souls, and the female is
impregnated,83 they all abide within, in a treasure-house



within, in the portico of a treasure-house.84 And when the
moon is tainted by the aspect of that evil serpent, all souls
then issuing—although all pure, all holy—issue defectively;
so all the sites those souls reach are crushed and damaged
by much distress and pain.82 Yet after they are broken,
these sites become the delight of the blessed Holy One,
even though the souls dwell in sorrow, not in joy.86

“Mystery of the matter, abiding by the supernal
pattern: body blemished, soul within—corresponding,
corresponding precisely!8Z So these must be renewed with
the renewal of the moon.88 Of them is written From new
moon to new moon and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh
shall come to bow down before Me (Isaiah 66:23)—all flesh,
literally, for these will be totally renewed and must be
renewed with the renewal of the moon.82

“They share a single partnership with the moon,
blemished by Her defect; so She dwells amid them
constantly, never abandoning them,20 as is said: and with
the crushed and lowly in spirit (ibid. 57:15),2L and similarly:
YHVH IS near to the brokenhearted (Psalms 34:19)92—those
who suffer that defect together with Her: they are always
near Her. So, reviving the heart of the crushed (Isaiah,
ibid.)33—they will share in that vitality flowing to Her as
She is renewed; those who suffered with Her will be
renewed with Her.

“These are called ‘chastenings of love’24—of love, not of
that person.22 Of love, for the light of lesser love was
tainted when repelled from greater love.26 So these are
companions partnered with Her. Happy is their share in
this world and in the world that is coming, for they have
become worthy of being Her companions! Of them is
written For the sake of my brothers and friends, I say,
‘Peace be within you’ (Psalms 122:8).”797

He opened, saying, “See, My servant 22v” (yaskil), shall
prosper; he shall be exalted and raised, and be very high



(Isaiah 52:13).28 Happy is the share of the righteous, to
whom the blessed Holy One reveals ways of Torah, so that
they may walk in them!

“Come and see: This verse constitutes a supernal
mystery. See, My servant shall prosper—they have
established this, but come and see:22 When the blessed
Holy One created the world, He fashioned the moon and
diminished her light, for she has nothing at all of her own.
Because she diminished herself, she has to be illumined by
virtue of the sun, by potency of supernal lights.100 When
the Temple was still standing, Israel engaged in sacrifices,
ascent-offerings, and rituals, performed by priests, Levites,
and Israel, to join links and kindle lights.l0l1 Once the
Temple was destroyed, light darkened: the moon is not
illumined by the sun; the sun [181b] withdraws from her, so
she is unillumined.l92 As has been said, not a single day
passes undominated by curses, sorrow, and pain.103

“But of that time when the time arrives for the moon to
shine, what is written?104 See, My servant yaskil, shall
shine—spoken of the moon.10> See, My servant yaskil, shall
be enlightened—mystery of faith.106 See, 92w (yaskil), he
shall be attentive, for an arousal is aroused above, like one
who inhales a scent and is aroused x%31noxX> (le-istakkala), ‘tO
investigate, contemplate.’107

“He shall be exalted, from a facet of light transcending
all lights. o (varum), He shall be exalted, as is said:
Therefore 077 (yarum) He will arise, to show you compassion
(Isaiah 30:18).108

“And raised—from the aspect of Abraham. And be high
—from the aspect of Isaac. Very—from the aspect of Jacob.
Although they have already established it, all is one in the
mystery of wisdom.109

“At that time the blessed Holy One will arouse supernal
arousal to illumine the moon fittingly, as is said: The light of
the moon shall be as the light of the sun,119 and the light of
the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of the seven days



(Isaiah 30:26).111 So supernal spirit will be increased in
her, and consequently all those dead in the dust will
rouse.ll2 This is: My servant, in whose hands lies the
mystery of the keys of his Lord, 113 as is written: his
servant, elder of his household (Genesis 24:2),114 gs is said:
Abraham said to his servant, elder of his household—the
moon, as has been said; Metatron, messenger servant of his
Lord.

“Elder of his household, as is said: I was a youth, and
now I am old (Psalms 37:25).115 Who ruled over all that was
his (Genesis, ibid.), for all colors appear in him: green,
white, red.116

“Place your hand under my thigh (ibid.)—Righteous
One, mystery of circumcision, sustaining pillar of worlds;11lZ
for then this servant is appointed through mystery above to
revive dwellers of the dust, becoming a messenger through
spirit above, to restore spirits and souls to their sites—to
those bodies that wore away and decayed beneath the
dust.118

“u WX (Ve-ashbi'akha), And I will have you swear, by YHVH,
God of heaven (ibid., 3). What does uawX1 (ve-ashbi’akha)
mean? To be garbed in mysteries of uaw (sheva), seven, lights
—mystery of supernal consummation.119

“That you will not take a wife (ibid.)—the body beneath
the dust, possessing endurance to rise from the dust.120 For
all those who attained burial in the land of Israel will rouse
first, as has been established, for it is written: Your dead
will live—first, the dead of the land of Israel; my corpses
will arise!—the dead of other lands (Isaiah 26:19).121 AJ]
this for those bodies of Israel buried there, not for the
bodies of other nations, by which the land is defiled.122 So,
that you will not take a wife for my son (Genesis, ibid.).
What does for my son mean? All souls of the world issuing
from that flowing, gushing river are sons of the blessed
Holy One.l23 So, that you will not take a wife—the body. For
my son—the soul.124



“From the daughters of the Canaanite (ibid.)—bodies of
other nations, which the blessed Holy One will one day
shake out of the Holy Land, as is said: so the wicked will be
shaken out of it (Job 38:13)—like someone shaking out a
garment to eliminate its filth.125

“Rather, to my land and to my kindred you will go
(Genesis, ibid., 4)—the Holy Land, preceding all other
lands, as has been said. So, Rather, to my land—the Holy
Land, which is His, whereas other lands belong to those
other archons.126 So, Rather, to my land and to my kindred.
Since it says to my land, why to my kindred? Because to my
land accords with what has been said, while my kindred is
Israel.127

“Come and see what is written: The servant took (ibid.,
10), as has been said.l28 Ten camels—ten rungs ruled by
this servant, corresponding to the pattern above.l22 From
his lord’s camels—matching that pattern precisely, as has
been said. This servant rules and is arrayed in them.

“With all the bounty of his lord in his hand (ibid.)—all
that bounty and the supernal spirits issuing from those
lights and supernal lamps.130 With all the bounty of his lord
—performance performed by the sun with the moon.131

“And he rose and went to Aram-naharaim (ibid.)—the
site in the Holy Land where Rachel wept when the Temple
was destroyed.132

“He had the camels kneel outside the city by the well of
water (ibid., 11)133—so that Her powers and potencies
would be invigorated fittingly before She enters to raise
those bodies.134

“At evening time (ibid.). What does this mean? Sabbath
eve, [182a] a time in the sixth millennium.135> At evening
time—as is said: and to his labor until evening (Psalms
104:23),136 and similarly: for shadows of evening are
stretched (Jeremiah 6:4).137

“At the time when the water drawers come out (ibid.),
for then they are destined to rise and revive ahead of all



other inhabitants of the world—those drawing waters of
Torah—because they exerted themselves drawing from
waters of Torah and embraced the Tree of Life.138 They will
emerge first, since the Tree of Life causes them to rise first,
as has been said.

“And the daughters of the townsmen are coming out
(Genesis 24:13).139 What does coming out mean? As is said:
And earth will bring forth shades (Isaiah 26:19), for earth is
destined to disgorge all bodies within her. So it is written:
coming out.140

“To draw water—to absorb the soul, receiving her
fittingly, arrayed suitably in her realm.141

“May it be that the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please tip
your jug so I may drink’ (Genesis, ibid., 14)142—because, as
has been said, every soul of the world, existing in this
world, who strove to know her Lord through the mystery of
supernal wisdom, ascends and endures on a high rung,
above all those who did not grasp or know. These are
resurrected first, and this is the question that servant is
poised to ask, to discover: how did that soul occupy herself
in this world?143

“And she says to me, ‘Drink, yourself’—you should
drink and be watered first; then after you: ‘and your camels
too I will water.’142 For all those other chariots, though
watered by this rung, are all watered by the worship of the
righteous who know how to serve their Lord properly, since
the righteous know how to supply each and every rung
fittingly.142 So, and your camels too I will water. Surely, she
is the woman whom yvHvH has appointed for my lord’s son;
surely that is the body destined for this supernal soul.146

“Come and see what has been said: Desire of male for
female generates soul; desire of female for male ascends
and blends with the one above, one and the other
intermingling, generating soul.14Z So, she is the woman—
this is surely the body destined for that desire of soul
issuing from the male.148



“Those bodies are destined to rouse first, as we have
said, and after these rise, all the rest in other lands will rise
—be resurrected in full existence, renewed with the
renewal of the moon.149 The world will be renewed, as
originally, and of that time is written vyHvH will rejoice in His
works (Psalms 104:31).150

“Therefore, See, My servant yaskil, shall discern (Isaiah
52:13)—restoring souls, every single one to its site.l2l He
shall be exalted and raised, and be very high (ibid.)—from
the aspect of all those supernal rungs, as we have said.1l32

“Just as many were appalled at you—his appearance
marred beyond that of man (ibid., 14).153 Come and see
what has been said: When the Temple was destroyed and
Shekhinah was exiled in alien lands among them,124 what is
written? Behold, the Erelim cried outside; angels of peace
weep bitterly (Isaiah 33:7).135 They all wept over this,
linking weeping with mourning—all for shekhinah, exiled from
Her domain.126 Just as She changes from what She was, so
too Her Husband no longer beams His radiance and is
changed from what He was, as is written: The sun darkens
as it rises (ibid. 13:10). So it is written: his appearance
marred beyond that of man.157

“Alternatively, his appearance marred beyond that of
man—spoken of this servant, whose form changed its
hue.1l28

“Alternatively, his appearance marred beyond that of
man—as is written: I clothe the heavens in blackness, and
make sackcloth their covering (ibid. 50:3), for ever since
the day that the Temple was destroyed, the heavens have
not sustained their radiance.129

“Mystery of the matter: Blessings abide solely in a
place where male and female are found. This has been
established, as is written: Male and female He created
them, and He blessed them (Genesis 5:2).160 Therefore, his
appearance marred beyond that of man.161



“This corresponds to what is written: The righteous
one 7IX (avad), loses (Isaiah 57:1). It is not written MaxX (avuad),
is lost, or 72X1 (ne‘evad), is destroyed, but rather 72X (avad),
loses, 162 since blessings abide only in a place where male
and female appear as one, as has been said. For look, at
that time,163 male is not found [182b] with Her! So all
those souls issuing are transformed from how they were
when sun joined with moon, as has been said.l64 So, These
are the generations of Jacob: Joseph (Genesis 37:2), as
already explained.165

“And he was a lad (ibid.)166—for they never part:
Righteous One and Righteousness are as one. Just as She is
called by the name of the male, so He too is called by Her
name, as is written: and he was a lad.167

“With the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah (ibid.)—
present among all of them, renewing them fittingly,
delighting them, for all those branches and leaves are
blessed by His joy.168

“These are the generations of Jacob: Joseph, as has
been said, for Jacob’s entire image inhered in Joseph, and
whatever happened to the one happened to the other, the
two of them proceeding as one.l69 This is the mystery of
the letter 1M (vav), both of whom proceed as one, for they
constitute a single mystery, a single image.170

“Joseph brought a bad report of them. They have
explained that he used to tell his father that they were
eating the limb of a living creature while it was still
alive.171l

“Joseph brought a bad report of them. But those sons of
the maids were included in the count! How could Leah’s
sons have belittled them?172 And how could they have
eaten a limb from a living creature, thereby violating the
command of their Lord, who commanded the sons of Noah
about this: But flesh with its life, its blood, you shall not eat
(Genesis 9:4)?173 Would they have really eaten it, violating



the command of their Lord? Rather, Joseph said so, and was
therefore punished.”174

Rabbi Yehudah said, “A bad report of them, as they
have established: that they were eyeing the daughters of
the land.1lZ> This was the bad report of them: suckling all
those unholy rungs, even though they derive from the
impure side.”176

Rabbi El’azar opened,
“Go, my people, enter
your rooms and shut
your doors behind you.
Hide yourself for the slightness of a moment, until wrath
passes (Isaiah 26:20). Come and see how (greatly the
blessed Holy One loves Israel! Because of His love for them
above all other nations, He warns them and seeks to
protect them in whatever they do.

“Come and see: There are times during the day when
judgment looms over the world,1Z8 and when such a time
arrives, one must protect himself from being attacked by
judgment. Those times are well known and have been
established.1Z2 For when morning rises, Abraham rouses in
the world and grasps judgment, binding it to himself.180 At
the beginning of the first three hours, judgment journeys
from its site to station itself in Jacob,18l until the prayer of
minhah rouses, when judgment returns to its site, and lower
judgment rouses to be bound with higher judgment; for
then judgment links with judgment, and one must
beware.182

“Moreover, when judgment arouses in the world and
death prevails in the city, one should not walk alone in the
streets, as we have established; rather, he should shut
himself in so that he does not venture out—as they have
established concerning Noah, who shut himself within the
ark so as not to be found in the presence of the
Destroyer.183

Israel loved Joseph more than all
his sons (Genesis 37:3).177



“So, Go, my people, enter your rooms—shut yourself in;
and shut your doors behind you, so as not to be exposed in
the presence of the Destroyer.

“Hide yourself for the slightness of a moment, until
wrath passes, for once judgment has passed, the Destroyer
has no power to destroy.

“Come and see: Because of the love the blessed Holy
One feels for Israel, drawing them near, all other nations
hate Israel, since they are distant and Israel are near.184

“Come and see: Because of the love Jacob felt for
Joseph—more than for his brothers—even though they were
all his own brothers, what is written? They conspired
against him to kill him (Genesis 37:18). 185 All the more so,
other nations toward Israel!

“Come and see the consequences of that excessive
love! It caused him to be exiled from his father, and his
father to be exiled along with him; it inflicted exile upon
them all [183a] as well as upon Shekhinah, who was exiled
among them.186 Although a decree was issued,18’ they have
established that because of the ornamented tunic that he
made for him extravagantly, what is written? His brothers
saw that it was he their father loved... (Genesis 37:4).”188

Rabbi Hiyya opened,
. “He said, ‘Hear M
Josep h dreamed a dream words: If there bJ«ef
(Genesis 37:5).

among you a prophet of
YHVH, in a vision I make Myself known to him, in a dream I
speak with him’ (Numbers 12:6).

“Come and see how many rungs upon rungs the blessed
Holy One has made, all standing one atop the other: rung
upon rung, this above that, all absorbing suitably, these on
the right, those on the left—each appointed over another,
all fittingly.189

“Come and see: All prophets of the world absorb from a
single facet, through two known rungs.l90 Those rungs



appeared through a dim glass,191 as is written: X712 (ba-
mar'ah), In a vision, I make Myself known to him. Who is
mar'ah? As has been said: a mirror in which all colors
appear; this is the dim glass.192

“In a dream I speak with him—one-sixtieth of prophecy,
as has been established.l93 It is the sixth rung from that
rung of prophecy, rung of Gabriel, appointed over dreams,
as already explained.194

“Come and see: Every seemly dream proceeds from this
rung, so you cannot have a dream without false material
intermingling, as they have established.125 Consequently,
some of them are true and some are false, and you cannot
have a dream that does not contain both this side and that.

“Since a dream includes all, as we have said, all dreams
of the world follow oral interpretation. This has been
established, for it is written: As he interpreted to us, so it
was (Genesis 41:13).196 Why? Because a dream contains
falsehood and truth, and the word controls all, so a dream
needs favorable interpretation.”197

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Because every dream is of the
rung below, controlled by Speech, so every dream follows
speech.”198

He opened, saying, “In a dream, a vision of night, when
deep sleep falls upon humans in slumber upon the bed, He
then uncovers human ears, and with a warning, terrifies
them (Job 33:15-16). Come and see: When a person climbs
into bed, he should first enthrone and acknowledge the
Kingdom of Heaven,129 then recite a verse of compassion,
as established by the Companions.299 For when a human
sleeps upon his bed, his soul leaves him and goes
wandering above, each in its own way, ascending so, as has
been said.201

“What is written? In a dream, a vision of night—when
people lie asleep in bed, and the soul leaves them, as is
written: in slumber upon the bed, He then uncovers human
ears. Then the blessed Holy One informs the soul—through



the rung presiding over dreams292—of things destined to
befall the world, or of things corresponding to the mind’s
imaginings, so that one will follow a path of admonishment
in the world.293 For one is not informed while in a state of
bodily vigor, as we have said.204 Rather, an angel informs
the soul, and the soul, the person, and that dream derives
from above, when souls leave the body and ascend, each in
its own way.

“How many rungs upon rungs in the mystery of a
dream, all in the mystery of wisdom! Come and see: Dream,
one rung; vision, one rung; prophecy, one rung—all rungs
upon rungs, one above another.205

“Joseph dreamed a dream and told it to his brothers,
and they hated him even more (Genesis 37:5). From here
we learn that a person should tell his dream only to one
who loves him.206 Otherwise, he may prove decisive, for if
that dream changes tone, he is the cause.297

“Come and see: Since Joseph told his dream to his
brothers, they caused it to be postponed, delaying it for
twenty-two years!”208

Rabbi Yose said, “How do we know this? Because it is
written: They hated him even more. What does hated him
mean? They provoked accusers against him.209

“What is written? He said to them, ‘Listen, please, to
this dream [183Db] that I dreamed’ (ibid., 6)—begging them
to listen; then he revealed that dream to them.210 If they
had transformed its tone, so it would have been fulfilled.
But they responded by saying, ‘Will you really reign over
us? Will you really rule us? (ibid., 8). Suddenly they had
told him the interpretation of the dream, enacting a decree.
That is why they hated him even more.”211

Rabbi Hiyya and Rabbi Yose were in the presence of Rabbi
Shim’on. Rabbi Hiyya said, “We have learned: ‘A dream
uninterpreted is like a letter unread.’ Is this because it will



be fulfilled without his knowing, or because it won’t be
fulfilled at all?”212

He replied, “It will be fulfilled and unknown, for that
dream depends upon it, while being unknown, and
unknown as to whether it will be fulfilled or not.213 Nothing
in the world, before arriving in the world, is independent of
a dream—or by means of a herald, for as has been said:
Every single thing, before arriving in the world, is heralded
in heaven, whence it spreads throughout the world,
transmitted by a herald.214 All because it is written: Surely
YHVH Elohim does nothing without revealing His secret to His
servants the prophets (Amos 3:7)—when prophets existed
in the world; if they do not, even though prophecy no
longer prevails, the wise are preferable to prophets.215> And
if not, it is transmitted in a dream; and if not, words
manifest through birds of the sky, as has been
established.”216

Rabbi Shim’on said,
“The verse should read:
DIPAX XY Mu? (Jirot tson
avihem), to graze their

His brothers went oPaX XX nNX
mu? (lirot et tson avinem), to graze
their father’s flock, at Shechem father’s flock. Why DX

(Genesis 37:12). (et)—dotted above? To
amplify the meaning, including shekninah along with them;217
for She dwelled among them because they were ten—since
Joseph wasn’t with them and Benjamin was a little one at
home, so they were ten—and when they walked, Shekhinah
accompanied them, so it is dotted above.218

‘Therefore when they sold Joseph, they all collaborated
with shekhinah and made Her a partner to the oath they
swore; and until the matter of Joseph was revealed, Shekhinah
did not rest upon Jacob.219

“Now, if you say that shekhinah was not present among
them,220 come and see what is written: There tribes
ascend, tribes of vyah—a testimony to Israel—to praise the



name of yHvH (Psalms 122:4)—all righteous and devout,
sustenance of all worlds, sustenance above and below.”221

He opened, saying, “I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of vyHvH’ (ibid., 1). This verse has
been established: David had set his heart on building the
House, as is said: My father David had it in his heart to
build a house for the name of yHvH. What is written next?
Nevertheless, you yourself will not build the house, but
your son, who issues from your loins—he will build the
house for My name (1 Kings 8:17, 19).222 All of Israel knew
this, and they used to say, ‘When will David die so that his
son Solomon will arise and build the House! Then, our feet
are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem (Psalms
122:2): then we will go up and bring offerings there!”

“Nevertheless—even though they said ‘When will this
old man die!’—right then I rejoiced, ‘1 was delighted for the
sake of my son, who they said would rise in my place to
complete the command of building the House.’223 Then he
began praising her: Jerusalem—bulilt as a city that is bound
together (ibid., 3).

“We have learned: The blessed Holy One formed
Jerusalem below corresponding to the pattern above, this
one arrayed facing the other, as is written: 121 (makhon),
dais, of Your throne, that You made, O vYyHvH (Exodus
15:17).224

“Built (Psalms, ibid.)—for the blessed Holy One will one
day cause Jerusalem to descend from above fittingly.
Therefore, built.225

“That is bound together (ibid.). This they have already
established: manw (she-hubberan), that is bound. The verse
should read: 1mManw (she-hubberu), that are bound. However,
mother is bound to daughter, becoming as one. This has
been established, as has been said.226

“There tribes ascend (ibid., 4)—sustenance of the
world, adornment of the world. Do not think just the lower
world, but even the higher world, as is written: tribes of vah,



a testimony to Israel (ibid.)—to Israel, precisely! Since they
provide sustenance below, they bear testimony above.227
All this, to praise the name of YHvH, to praise the name of
the blessed Holy One in all directions, as is written: to
praise the name of YHVH.228

[184a] “What is written
above? Israel said to
Joseph, Aren’t your
brothers pasturing at

“A man found him and, look, he
was wandering in the field. The
marn .asll{ed h1m, What are you Shechem? Come, I will
seeking’ (Genesis 37:15).229 ,

send you to them

(ibid., 13). Now, why would Jacob the perfect—who loved
Joseph more than all his sons and knew that all his brothers
hated him—send him to them? The truth is that he did not
suspect them, knowing them all to be virtuous, beyond
suspicion. Rather, the blessed Holy One brought all this
about in order to fulfill the decree enacted between the
halves.230

“I have discovered in books of the ancients23l that
these sons of Jacob had to gain mastery over him before he
descended to Egypt. For if he had descended without their
first having dominated him, the Egyptians would have been
able to dominate Israel forever, based on the fact that
Joseph was sold into slavery and they dominated him. And
even though later Joseph became king and the Egyptians
served him, Israel came to rule them all.232

“Come and see: Joseph is supernal covenant.233 As long
as covenant endured, shekhinah endured with Israel in peace,
fittingly. As soon as Joseph—supernal covenant—vanished
from the world, then covenant, Shekhinah, and Israel all
plunged into exile. This has been established, as is written:
A new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph
(Exodus 1:8). All issued from the blessed Holy One
fittingly.234



“Come and see: A man found him—this is Gabriel. As
has been established, here is written a man, and there is
written The man Gabriel, whom I had seen before in a
vision, was flown in flight (Daniel 9:21).235

“And, look, he was wandering—wandering in every
way: wandering by trusting his brothers, for he was
seeking their friendship and didn’t find it, he sought them
and didn’t find them. So, wandering in every way.”

Rabbi Yehudah opened,
“If only you were like a
brother to me, nursing
at my mother’s breasts!
If I found you outside, 1

The man asked him, “What are

you seeking?” He said, “I am

seeking my brothers.” The man

said, “They moved on from here” 1d ki

(Genesis 37:15-17).236 wou 1SS you, yet no
one would scorn me

(Song of Songs 8:1). This verse has been established by the
Companions, but this verse was spoken by Assembly of
Israel, to the King to whom peace belongs.237

“If only you were like a brother to me!—like Joseph
toward his brothers when he said, ‘Now, do not fear! I will
sustain you and your little ones.” He comforted them and
spoke to their hearts (Genesis 50:21). He provided them
with food, nourishing them in time of famine. So, If only
you were like a brother to me!

“Alternatively, If only you were like a brother to mel!—
Joseph in relation to Ssnekhinah, with whom he united, to
whom he cleaved.238

“Nursing at my mother’s breasts—for then, perfect
affection between them.239

“If I found you outside—in exile, in a foreign land.

“I would kiss you—so that spirit would cling to spirit.240

“Yet no one would scorn me—although I am in a foreign
land.241

“Come and see: Even though Joseph’s brothers did not
act toward him as brothers when he fell into their hands,



he was a brother to them when they fell into his hands. This
has been established, as is written: He comforted them and
spoke to their hearts (ibid.), speaking to their hearts
entirely.242

“Come and see what is written: They said, a man to his
brother (Genesis 37:19)243__Simeon and Levi, who were
truly brothers in every respect, for they issued from the
side of harsh judgment, so their wrath was murderous, as is
written: Cursed be their anger, so fierce (ibid. 49:7).244

“Come and see the mystery of the matter: There is
wrath, and then there is wrath! There is wrath blessed
from above and below, called blessed, as has been said, for
it is written: Blessed be Abram by God the Highest (ibid.
14:19), as they have established.24> And there is wrath
cursed above and below, as has been said, called cursed as
is written: Cursed are you among all animals and among all
beasts of the field (ibid. 3:14).246 Cursed be their anger, so
fierce.

“Upon this mystery stand two mountains, as is written:
You will give the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse
on Mount Ebal (Deuteronomy 11:29), corresponding to
these two rungs,247 so this is called cursed and that is
called blessed. Simeon and Levi issue from the side of
harsh judgment, and from the side of harsh, fierce
judgment issues accursed wrath.248

“Come and see: From the aspect of harsh judgment
issue two aspects, one that has been blessed and one that
has been cursed, [184b] one blessed and one cursed.
Similarly, from the side of Isaac issued two sons: one
blessed and the other cursed, above and below, one
branching inward and the other to his side, one dwelling in
the Holy Land and the other on Mount Seir, as is written: a
skilled hunter, a man of the field—this one’s domain in
wilderness, ruin, and desolation; this one dwelling in tents
(Genesis 25:27), all as it should be.249



“So there are two rungs: blessed and cursed, each on
its own side. From this one issue all blessings of the world
above and below, all joy and goodness, all radiance, all
deliverance and redemption. From that one issue all
curses, all war, all bloodshed, all desolation, all evils, and
all defilement.”

Rabbi Shim’on opened, “I wash my hands in purity, and
circle Your altar, O vyHvH (Psalms 26:6). This verse has been
established,220 but come and see mystery of the matter
here: No human being in the world avoids tasting a taste of
death at night,221 and an impure spirit settles upon his
body. Why? Because the holy soul withdraws from a person
and departs, and because she does so, an impure spirit
settles upon that body, defiling it.252

“When soul returns to body, that filth disappears, yet as
has been explained, filth of defilement remains on a
person’s hands.253 So one should not pass his hands over
his eyes, on account of that impure spirit, until he washes
them.2%4 Once he washes his hands, he is sanctified and
called ‘holy.’

“How should one sanctify himself? He needs one vessel
below and one vessel above—so that he may be sanctified
from the one above, while within the one below sits filth of
defilement; this vessel receiving defilement, that one the
source of sanctification; this one blessed, that one
cursed.22> That water should not be poured out in the
house, so that no one comes near it, for within it swarm
their flanks, and one can be harmed by that impure
water.256

“Until the filth is removed from his hands, one should
not offer a blessing, as we have established.227 Therefore,
until a person sanctifies his hands in the morning, he is
called ‘impure’; once sanctified, he is called ‘pure.’” So, one
should be washed only by a hand already purified, as is



written: The pure will sprinkle upon the impure (Numbers
19:19)—one called pure, the other impure.238

“Therefore, one vessel above and one below, this one
holy, that one defiled. That water must not be used in any
way, but rather poured out in a place no one passes.222 Nor
should it be kept in the house overnight, for once it is
spilled on the ground, an impure spirit appears, able to
inflict harm. If there is a slope leading underground, so that
it cannot be seen, this is better. One must not give it to
witches, who can thereby afflict people because that water
is cursed.260 The blessed Holy One desires to purify Israel,
so that they may be holy, as is written: I will sprinkle pure
water upon you, and you will be pure; from all you
impurities and from all your idols will I purify you (Ezekiel
36:25).”

Rabbi Yehudah opened,
“The Torah of YHVH Iis
perfect, restoring the
soul (Psalms 19:8).
How vigorously people should engage in Torah! For
whoever engages in Torah will have life in this world and
life in the world that is coming, attaining two worlds! Even
if he strives in Torah but not for her own sake, befittingly,
he still gains a good reward in this world and is spared
judgment in that world.262

“Come and see what is written: Length of days in her
right hand; in her left, riches and honor (Proverbs 3:10).
Length of days—referring to one who engages in Torah for
her own sake, since he has length of days in the world filled
with long days, days that are real. There lies trust in
supernal holiness, for a person in this world trustingly
engages in Torah in order to be vitalized in that world.
[185a] In her left, riches and honor—he receives good
reward and tranquility in this world.263

They took him and threw him
into the pit... (Genesis 37:24).261



“If someone engages in Torah for her own sake, when
he departs from this world Torah precedes him,
proclaiming before him, protecting him from accosting
masters of judgment.264 When the body lies in the grave,
she guards it. As the soul begins to ascend, returning to her
realm, she precedes that soul, and countless gates are
smashed before Torah until she enters her place.265 She
stands over the person until he awakes at the time when
the dead of the world will arise, and she advocates for him,
as is written: When you walk, she will guide you...
(Proverbs 6:22).266

“When you walk, she will guide you, as has been
said.267

“When you lie down, she will protect you—when the
body lies in the grave, for right then the body is judged in
the grave and Torah defends him.268

“You will awake, as has been said: when the dead of the
world will awake from the dust.269

“Irrwn X7 (Hi tesihekha), She will speak for you—serving
as an advocate.”270

Rabbi El’azar said, “She will speak for you. What does
this mean? Even though they have arisen just now from the
dust, their Torah will not be forgotten, for they will know all
the Torah they left behind when they departed this
world.2ZL This Torah is preserved from that moment and
will penetrate their inner being as before, and she will
speak deep within them, with all words more refined than
at first, since all those things that one could not fully grasp
—striving yet not apprehending—now enter him deeply,
enhanced, and Torah speaks within him, as is written: You
will awake, and she will speak for you.”272

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Similarly, whoever engages in
Torah in this world is entitled to engage in her in the world
that is coming, as has been said.

“Come and see: As for the person who never succeeded
in engaging in Torah in this world and walked in darkness:



when he leaves this world he is seized and thrown into Hell
—a region below where no one pities him, called pit of
desolation, slimy mud, as is written: He lifted me out of a
pit of desolation, out of the slimy mud (Psalms 40:3).273

“So, what is written concerning someone who did not
engage in Torah in this world and besmirched himself with
worldly filth? They took him and threw him into the pit—
Hell, the region where they punish those who did not
engage in Torah.

“And the pit was empty—just as he was empty. Why?
Because there was no water in him.274

“Come and see how severe is the punishment for Torah!
For Israel was exiled from the Holy Land solely because
they deserted Torah, abandoning her, as is written: What
man is wise enough to understand this?... Why is the land
ruined? yHvH said, ‘Because they have forsaken My Torah’
(Jeremiah 9:11-12).7275

Rabbi Yose said, “From here: Therefore My people go
into exile: for lack of knowledge (Isaiah 5:13).276 So all
depends upon Torah, and the world is sustained only
through Torah—sustaining pillar of worlds above and
below, as is written: Were it not for My covenant day and
night, I would not have established the laws of heaven and
earth (Jeremiah 33:25).”277

They took him and threw him into the pit—alluding to the
fact that they cast him into Egypt, a place totally lacking
the mystery of faith.278

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Why is this attributed to Reuben:
Throw him into this pit in the wilderness... (Genesis 37:22)?
279 Didn’t he care about the fact that those snakes and
scorpions would harm him?280 How can Scripture say to
bring him back to his father, and in order to rescue him
from their hands (ibid.)? But actually Reuben saw the harm
lurking in their hands, since he knew how much they hated
him and their desire to kill him. Reuben thought, ‘Better



that he fall into a pit of snakes and scorpions than be
delivered into the hands of his enemies who have no
compassion for him!” Based upon this, they have said: ‘Let
a person throw himself into fire or a pit of snakes and
scorpions rather than being delivered into the hands of his
enemies.’281 [185b] For here,282 if he is righteous, the
blessed Holy One will bring about a miracle for him—or
sometimes ancestral merit helps a person and he is saved.
But once he has been handed over to his enemies, few are
able to escape.

“Therefore it says in order to rescue him from their
hands—from their hands, precisely; not merely in order to
rescue him. Rather, Reuben thought, ‘Let him be delivered
from their hands, and if he dies, he will die in the pit.” So it
is written: Reuben heard, and he rescued him from their
hands (ibid., 21).

“Come and see Reuben’s devotion! He knew that
Simeon and Levi's collaboration and partnership were
ruthless, for when they joined forces in Shechem they killed
every male—and as if this were not enough, they seized the
women and children, the silver and gold, all the cattle and
precious vessels, and everything that could be found in the
cityy,. And as if this were not enough, they even took
everything in the field, as is written: and they took what
was in the city and in the field (ibid. 34:28).283 So he
thought, ‘If a great city such as this was not safe from
them, then if this boy falls into their hands, they won't
leave a shred of his flesh! Better that he be rescued from
them—since they won’t leave a trace of him and Father will
never see anything of him. Whereas here, if he dies, they
will not eat him; his entire body will remain intact, and I
can return him whole to Father.’284 So, in order to rescue
him from their hands, to bring him back to his father—even
though he will die there. Because of this he said, The boy is
not (ibid. 37:30); he did not say is not alive, but rather is
not—not even dead!28>



“Come and see what he did, how wisely he joined
himself with them, for it is written: Let us not take his life
(ibid., 21), and not: Do not take his life.286 He himself was
not there when Joseph was sold, for all of them attended
their father—each on one day—and that day was
Reuben’s.287 So on that day of his, he did not want Joseph
to disappear. Therefore it is written: Reuben returned to
the pit and, look, Joseph was not in the pit (ibid., 29)—
precisely: not alive and not even dead!288 Immediately, he
returned to his brothers and said, ‘The boy is not!’ Even
Reuben did not know that Joseph had been sold. As already
established, they made Shekninah their partner, so Reuben
did not know of Joseph’s being sold, and it remained
unrevealed to him until the moment Joseph revealed
himself to his brothers.289

“Come and see how much Reuben effectuated by
striving to keep Joseph alive. What is written? May Reuben
live, and not die... (Deuteronomy 33:6). Look, it was
because of this: even though his birthright had been taken
from him,290 he endeavored to keep him alive! So Moses
prayed, saying: May Reuben live, and not die. He was
sustained in this world and sustained in the world that is
coming.291 Why? Because of this, and because he returned
to God, repenting for that deed.222 For whoever returns is
sustained by the blessed Holy One in this world and in the
world that is coming.

“Come and see what is written: They took Joseph’s
tunic and slaughtered a goat... (Genesis 37:31).293 They
have established that this is because a goat’s blood
resembles human blood.224 But come and see that the
blessed Holy One deals strictly with the righteous—
although an incident may proceed fittingly, the blessed
Holy One deals with them strictly even to a hairbreadth.295

“Jacob acted appropriately. How? By offering his father
a goat, which derives from the side of harsh judgment.296
But even so, since in offering it he deceived his father, who



was of that side, he was punished by this—by another goat
whose blood was brought to him by his sons.297

“Of him is written The skins of the kids she put on his
hands... (ibid. 27:16).298 Therefore, they dipped the tunic in
the blood (ibid. 37:31)—they brought him the tunic to
deceive him, all correspondingly. He caused to be written
Isaac trembled (ibid. 27:33); therefore they caused him to
tremble when it is written Recognize, please: is it your
son’s tunic or not? (ibid. 37:32).7299 [186a]

Rabbi Hiyya said, “Of him is written Are you really my
son Esau or not? (ibid. 27:21). To him, what is written? Is it
your son’s tunic or not? Thus, the blessed Holy One deals
strictly with the righteous in whatever they do.”300

Rabbi Abba said, “When all the tribes saw their father’s
suffering, they felt remorse—and would surely have
surrendered themselves for Joseph, if only they could have
found him! Once they saw that they could not, they
confronted Judah and deposed him—for he had been king
over them, so they deposed him. What is written? It
happened at that time that Judah went down from his
brothers... (ibid. 38:1).301

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “vwv+# thundered in heaven, the
Most High gave forth His voice—hail and coals of fire
(Psalms 18:14). Come and see: When the blessed Holy One
created the world, He arranged for it seven pillars upon
which to stand, and all those pillars stand upon one single
pillar. This has already been established, as is written:
Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars
(Proverbs 9:1). All of these stand upon one rung among
them called Righteous, as is written: The righteous one is
the foundation of the world (ibid. 10:25).302

“When the world was created, it was from that place—
foundation of the world and its perfection, single point of
the world, center of all. Who is that? Zion, as is written: A
psalm of Asaph. God, Elohim YHVH, spoke and called forth the



earth... (Psalms 50:1). From which place? As is written:
From Zion, perfection of beauty (ibid., 2)—from that aspect
of consummation of complete faith, fittingly.203 Zion,
potency and point of the entire world. From that place, the
whole world was founded and fashioned; from within it, the
whole world is nourished.

“Come and see: YHvH thundered in heaven, the Most
High gave forth His voice. Since it says YHvH thundered in
heaven, why: the Most High gave forth His voice?3%4 100k,
here is a mystery of faith concerning what I said—that Zion
is foundation and beauty of the world, source of her
nourishment! For there are two rungs and they are one:
Zion and Jerusalem—one, compassion; one, judgment; both
are one. From here, judgment; from here, compassion.305

“From beyond, beyond, issues a voice that is heard.306
Afterward issue judgments; paths of judgment and
compassion radiate and diverge.397 ywvH thundered in
heaven—compassionate house of judgment.208 The Most
High—although it cannot be found or known,399 As soon as
that voice issues, all is found: judgment and compassion, as
is written: The Most High gave forth His voice. As soon as
He gave forth His voice, immediately: hail and coals of fire,
water and fire.310

“Come and see: When Judah was born, what is written?
She ceased bearing (Genesis 29:35). For this is the fourth
of those four foundations constituting the supernal chariot,
one of those four supports.3ll What is written of him? It
happened at that time that Judah went down from his
brothers (ibid. 38:1), for he had reigned over them. Why?
Because Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, as we
have said.312

“There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaanite man
(ibid., 2).313 Now, was he really a Canaanite? Rather, as the
Companions have established.314

“She conceived and bore a son, and he named him Er
(ibid., 3). Judah had three sons, only one of whom survived,



namely, Shelah.”315

Rabbi El’azar, Rabbi Yose, and Rabbi Hiyya were walking
on the way. Rabbi Yose said to Rabbi El’azar, “Why is it
written of Judah’s sons, of the first one: He named him Er
(Genesis 38:3), and of the other two: She named him Onan,
she named him Shelah (ibid., 4-5)?”316

He replied, “Come and see: This portion is a mystery,
and all is fitting. Judah went down from his brothers (ibid.,
1), for the moon was concealed and descended from a
perfect rung to another rung, conjoined by a serpent,317 as
is said: and he camped near an Adullamite man.... She
conceived and bore a son, and he named him 7u (er), Er
(ibid., 1, 3)—which is 11 (ra), evil, and all is one, for he came
from the side of evil impulse.318 Therefore it is written mw
NX X971 (va-yigra et shemo), He named him—not mw X" (va-yigra
shemo), but 1w NX X1 (va-yigra et shemo).312 [186b] Of Jacob is
written 1pw 1w X" (va-yigra shemo ya‘’aqov), He named him
Jacob (ibid. 25:26), since the blessed Holy One named him
Jacob.320 Here, encompassing another rung, for he was
born in filth of defilement, and this is 74 (er), Er: 17 (ra), evil;
all is one.321 Afterward, the site was not sweetened until
Shelah appeared, essence of them all.322 What is written?
"y (er), Er; Judah’s firstborn, was u7 (ra), evil (ibid. 38:7).323
Here is written ra, evil, and there is written For the
devisings of the human heart are u1 (ra), evil, from youth
(ibid. 8:21). Ra, evil, for he spilled blood, spilled seed upon
the earth. Therefore, yHvH put him to death (ibid. 38:7).324
What is written next? Judah said to Onan, ‘Come in to your
brother’s wife and fulfill your duty as brother-in-law to
her...’ (ibid., 8).”325

Rabbi Shim’on opened,

. . “I roused one from the
. 326
Judah said... (Gene51s 388) ﬂ, N,

(Isaiah 41:25).327 Come and see how foolish people are! For



they neither know nor reflect upon the ways of the blessed
Holy One! They are all asleep, unawakened, slumber in
their sockets.

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One formed the
human being corresponding to the pattern above, all
according to wisdom, for you cannot find a single human
limb not founded upon supernal wisdom.328 Look! When
the whole body is arrayed in its limbs fittingly, the blessed
Holy One joins with it, inserting a holy soul—to teach the
human how to walk in ways of Torah and observe His
commandments, so that he will perfect himself.

“As long as the holy soul is within him, a person should
expand the image of the supernal King in the world.322 This
mystery is that the flowing, gushing river never ceases;
therefore, a human should never cease his river and source
in this world, so that he grasp it in the world that is
coming.330 Whenever a person is unsuccessful in this
world, the blessed Holy One uproots him and replants him
several times as before.331

“Come and see what is written: [ roused one from the
north. This is arousal of human coupling in this world, an
arousal from the side of the north.332

“And he comes—a holy soul coming from above. And he
comes—coming into this world and entering human beings,
as we have said.

“From the rising of the sun (ibid.)—site of the flowing,
gushing river, whence the soul issues, flooded with light.333

“Officials come like matter (ibid.)—forces of the world,
coming because of the arousal of souls, as a human is
bodily aroused.334

“This is why the blessed Holy One creates coupling,
casting souls into the world, so companionship prevails
above and below, and the source of all is blessed.33> This is
why the blessed Holy One made the human being: to strive
in His ways, to never cease his source and spring.336 If he
ceases this, when he departs this world, that person does



not enter the curtain nor obtain his share in that world.337
[187a]

“Come and see: He did not create it a waste, He formed
it for habitation (ibid. 45:18). This is why the blessed Holy
One made the human being, as we have said, and the
blessed Holy One deals kindly with the world.338

“Come and see what is written: Once again Abraham
took a wife, and her name was Keturah (Genesis 25:1)—
mystery of a soul coming to be perfected as before.339

“Come and see what is written of that body:340 ynvH
delights %27 (dakkeo), in crushing him... (Isaiah 53:10).341
This verse calls for contemplation. Why delights? So that
270’ (yitdakkei), he will be purified.342

“If o'wn (tasim), you make, [his soul]l a guilt offering
(ibid.). The verse should read: If o'v’ (yasim), he makes. Why
if tasim, you make?343 Because the word pertains to the
soul: if that soul desires to fully perfect herself, he will see
seed—for that soul goes wandering, and she is destined to
enter the seed that a man engages in, being fruitful and
multiplying. Then, he will prolong his days (ibid.).344

“And the delight of yHvH will prosper in his hand (ibid.)
—this is Torah.342

“Come and see: Even though a person engages in Torah
day and night, if his source and spring abides in him in
vain, he has no point of entry through the curtain, as has
been said.346 A well of water, if not fed by a certain source
and spring, is no well, since well and source are as one, a
single mystery, as we have established.347

“It is written: In vain you rise early... (Psalms 127:2).348
Come and see how precious are the words of Torah, for
every single word contains supernal, holy mysteries.342 As
has been said, when the blessed Holy One gave the Torah
to Israel, He placed within it all the supernal, holy
treasures—all within Torah, all transmitted to Israel when
they received the Torah on Mount Sinai.



“Come and see: In vain you rise early—those who are
single, not fittingly male and female;320 they hasten in the
morning to their work, as is written: There is one and not a
second... there is no end to all his toil (Ecclesiastes 4:8).351

“Nnaw XN (Me‘aharei shevet), sit up late (Psalms, ibid.)3%2—
postponing rest, as is said: for on it nav (shavat), He rested
(Genesis 2:3), because for a man, a woman constitutes true
repose.333

“FEating the bread of sorrow (Psalms, ibid.). What is the
bread of sorrow? When a person has children, the bread
that he eats, he eats in joy and in heart’s delight. Whereas
one who has no children, the bread he eats is bread of
sorrow. These are ones eating the bread of sorrow—
precisely!

“For surely to His beloved He grants sleep (Psalms,
ibid.). What does this mean: to His beloved He grants? To
one whose source is blessed,324 the blessed Holy One
grants sleep in that world, as is said: You will lie down and
your sleep will be sweet (Proverbs 3:24). For he has a share
in that world that is coming, for this person lies down and
delights in the world that is coming, fittingly.

“There is one and not a second; he has neither son nor
brother... (Ecclesiastes, ibid.).355 There is one—a man who
is single in the world; not single fittingly but rather,
uncoupled.336

“And not a second—for he has no support.337

“Neither son—having not left one to establish his name
in Israel.

“Nor brother—to bring him to perfection.328

“There is no end to all his toil (ibid.)—for he toils
constantly, anticipating day and night.

“His eye is never sated with riches (ibid.), and he does
not have the sense to consider and ask, ‘For whom am I
toiling and depriving my soul [187b] of bliss?’ You may say,
so that he can eat and drink more and prepare banquets
every day. Not so! For the soul does not enjoy this; rather,



he is surely depriving his soul of the blissful radiance of the
world that is coming, since this soul is defective, not
completed fittingly.329

“Come and see how the blessed Holy One cares for His
creatures! For He wants a person to perfect himself and
not be eliminated from that world that is coming, as we
have said.”360

Rabbi Hiyya asked, “What about someone who is
completely virtuous—who engages in Torah day and night,
and all of whose actions are devoted to the name of the
blessed Holy One—yet he never attained children in this
world, either because he endeavored and failed or because
he had some and they died? What is his status in the world
that is coming?”

Rabbi Yose replied, “His deeds and that Torah shield
him in that world.”361

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Concerning those truly virtuous
ones—such as Rabbi Yohanan who had children who died,
or Rabbi Hizkiyah who was impotent362—of them is written
Thus says YHVH: As for the eunuchs... What is written next? [
will give them, in My house and within My walls, a
monument and a name better than sons and daughters...
(Isaiah 56:4-5).363 For these have a share in the world that
is coming.”

Rabbi Yose said, “That is correct and fine!

“Come and see: A completely virtuous person,
embracing all of these, fittingly consummate, yet who dies
childless—seeing that he inherits his place in that world,
does his wife have to marry his brother or not? Now, if you
say that she has to, it is void of meaning, for he has already
inherited his site in that world.264 But indeed, she does
have to, really! Because we do not know whether he acted
perfectly or not.362> And the fact that she marries his
brother is not void, since the blessed Holy One has a
certain place—for look, there was a man in the world who
died childless and had no redeemer in the world. Once this



completely virtuous one dies and his wife marries his
brother, since he has already inherited his place, [the other
one] can come and be perfected here. In the meantime, the
blessed Holy One prepares a place in the world until this
completely virtuous one dies.”366

He opened, saying, “For he must remain in his city of
refuge until the death of the high priest... (Numbers
35:28).367 This accords with what we have learned:
Children are destined for the righteous in their death. In
their lifetime, they did not attain; in death, they attained.368
Thus, all actions of the blessed Holy One are entirely true
and just; He is compassionate to all.362

“Two are better than one, for they have a good reward
for their labor (Ecclesiastes 4:9)—those engaged in
engendering children in this world, since for the sake of the
children they leave after them, they receive a good reward
in that world. For their sake, their parents inherit a share
in that world, as has been established.370

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One plants trees in
this world. If they prosper, fine; if they do not prosper, He
uproots them and replants them once again. If they
prosper, fine; if not, He uproots them and replants them
even many times. Thus, all the ways of the blessed Holy
One are directed entirely to the good, to perfecting the
world.37L

“Come in to your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty as
brother-in-law to her (Genesis 38:8).372 For look, Judah and
all the other tribes already knew this!373 The essence of the
word is: raise up seed for your brother (ibid.), because that
seed must mend the matter and mold an embryo for
restoration, so that the stock not be separated from its
root, fittingly.374 When they are later fittingly mended, they
are praised in that world, since the blessed Holy One
delights in them.37> Therefore it is written: I praise the
dead, who have already died—who have already died,
precisely!—more than the living, who are 1174 (adenah), still,



alive (Ecclesiastes 4:2).376 What is adenan? As is said: After I
have withered, am I to have 74 (ednah), rejuvenation?
(Genesis 18:12).377 And similarly: He will return to the days
of his youth (Job 33:25).378

“But better than both is one who has not yet been, who
has not seen the evil deeds that are being done under the
sun (Ecclesiastes 4:3). But better than both is one who has
not yet been—who has not returned to the days of his youth
and does not need to be mended and is not burdened by
former sins;379 for the blessed Holy One [188a] grants him
a place in that world fittingly arrayed.

“Come and see what is written: So I saw the wicked
buried and coming, going from the holy site... (Ecclesiastes
8:10).380 So I saw the wicked buried [and coming], as has
been said, for the blessed Holy One acts kindly and does
not want the world to be destroyed, but rather, as has been
said.38L All His ways are entirely true and just. Happy is the
share of the righteous, who walk in the path of truth in this
world, benefiting in the world that is coming! Of them is
written The righteous will inherit the land (Psalms
37:29).7382

Rabbi Hiyya opened,

What he did was evil in the eyes In the morning sow
your seed...

. . ﬁ
of YHVH... (Genesis 38:10). (Ecclesiastes 11:6).384

Come and see how greatly a person should beware his sins
and be heedful in his actions before the blessed Holy One!
For numerous messengers and officials populate the world,
roaming around, observing human actions and testifying
about them, all recorded in a book.382

“Come and see: Of all the sins by which a person is
defiled in this world, this is the sin by which he is defiled
both in this world and the world that is coming: spilling
one’s seed fruitlessly—emitting seed in vain by hand or
foot, and becoming defiled, as is written: For You are not a



God who delights in wickedness; evil cannot abide with You
(Psalms 5:5).386 He does not enter the curtain nor gaze
upon the Countenance of Days, as we have learned, for it is
written: Evil cannot abide with You, and similarly: ET;
Judah’s firstborn, was evil (Genesis 38:7).387 Therefore,
Your hands are full of blood (Isaiah 1:15).388 Happy is the
share of a person in awe of his Lord, guarded from the evil
path, purifying himself to persevere in the awe of his Lord!

“Come and see: In the morning sow your seed. This
verse has been established: in the morning—when a man is
in his prime, in his youth; then he should strive to engender
children, as is written: sow your seed.282 Then is the time,
as is written: Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are
the children of one’s youth (Psalms 127:4),390 since he can
teach them the ways of the blessed Holy One and obtain a
fine reward in the world that is coming, as is written:
Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them; they will
not be put to shame... (ibid., 5)—in that world, when
masters of judgment come to accuse him; for you cannot
find a better reward in that world than of one who has
taught his child the awe of his Lord and the ways of
Torah.391

“Come and see from Abraham, of whom is written For I
have known him, so that he will instruct his children...
(Genesis 18:19).392 So the merit stands him well in that
world against all masters of judgment; therefore, In the
morning sow your seed.

“And at evening—even in old age, a time when a person
wanes, what is written? Do not hold back your hand—one
should not forsake engendering in this world. Why? For you
do not know which will prosper... (Ecclesiastes, ibid.),3923 so
that they can stand up for him in that world.

“Therefore, Children are the heritage of vHvH (Psalms
127:3).394 Who is heritage of vyHvH? Bundle of the soul,
aspect of the world that is coming.392 As for this heritage,
who entitles one to enter the heritage of yHvH? Children—



those children entitle him to the heritage of yHvH. So, happy
is the person who attains them and teaches them the ways
of Torah, as has been said.396

“Come and see: Tamar
was the daughter of a
priest.298 Now, would
you ever imagine that
she set out to whore with her father-in-law, given that she
was inherently modest?399 Rather, she was righteous and
did this out of wisdom. She offered herself to him only
because she possessed knowledge and contemplated
wisdom. So she approached him to act kindly and faithfully;
that is why she came to him and engaged in this affair.400

“Come and see: Because she possessed knowledge and
exerted herself in this affair, the blessed Holy One offered
assistance in that very act and she immediately conceived.
All issued [188b] from Him.401

“Now, you might ask: ‘Why didn’t the blessed Holy One
bring those sons through some other woman? Why through
this one?’ But precisely she, and no other woman, was
needed for this act.202

“There were two women through whom the seed of
Judah was established, from whom issued King David, King
Solomon, and King Messiah. These two women correspond
to one another: Tamar and Ruth, whose husbands died first,
who exerted themselves in this action.203

“Tamar enticed her father-in-law, who was next of kin
to his sons who had died. Why did she entice him? As is
written: for she saw that Shelah had grown up and she had
not been given to him as wife. That is why she engaged in
this act with her father-in-law.404

“As for Ruth, her husband died and then she engaged in
this act with Boaz, as is written: She uncovered his feet and
lay down (Ruth 3:7).205 Engaging with him, she later gave
birth to Obed.296 Now, you might ask ‘Why didn’t Obed

“She took off her widow’s
garments... (Genesis 38:14).397



issue from another woman?’ But precisely she was needed,
no one else.207

“From these two, the seed of Judah was established and
consummated. Both of them acted properly, acting kindly
toward the dead so that the world would later be
enhanced.208 This corresponds to what is said: I praise the
dead, who have already died (Ecclesiastes 4:2), because
when they were first alive, they were not praiseworthy, but
later they were.209 Both of them exerted themselves to act
kindly and faithfully toward the dead, and the blessed Holy
One assisted in that act. All was fitting!410

“Happy is one who engages in Torah day and night, as
is written: Meditate on it day and night (Joshua 1:8).411

“Joseph was brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar bought
him... (Genesis 39:1).412 What is written above? Judah
recognized, and said, ‘She is in the right...’ (ibid. 38:26).413
He had said to his father, Recognize, please... (ibid. 37:32);
therefore, Judah recognized 214

“It is written: Look, there were twins in her womb!
(ibid. 38:27)—they were twins; previously they were
brothers.”41l5

Rabbi Hizkiyah said, “That’s not the implication!
Rather, other sons were born.”416

Rabbi Abba said, “This is why she exerted herself: to
recover what had been lost.417

“Come and see what is written: As he was drawing
back his hand, look, out came his brother, and she said,
‘What a breach you have breached for yourself!”18—
alluding here to the original, licentious breach that he
breached, because of which he died. This is implied by the
phrase you have breached for yourself—for yourself you
have breached a breach, since you had to trouble your
Lord; consequently, you will make a breach in other
nations. So, he named him y13 (Perets), Breach.419



“After the entire incident of Judah has been told—how
he sold Joseph and brought all of this about:420 for if Judah
had said, ‘Let’s return him to our father,” his brothers
would have done so; consequently, his brothers demoted
him from dominion over them.22l After he was banished
from his brothers and all this came upon him,422 Scripture
speaks of Joseph: Joseph was brought down to Egypt. Why
was brought down? Because the blessed Holy One
approved that act, to fulfill the decree that He had issued:
Know well that your seed will be strangers... (Genesis
15:13).423

“Potiphar bought him—with sinful intentions he bought
him.”424

He opened, saying, “Who commands the sun, and it
does not shine; who seals up the stars (Job 9:7). Come and
see: The blessed Holy One made seven stars in the
heavens, and each and every heaven contains numerous
attendants appointed to serve the blessed Holy One.22> For
there is no attendant or appointee without his own service
to his Lord; every single one attends to the service
assigned to him, and each one knows his task to perform.

“Some of them serve as messengers of their Lord,
appointed in the world over all human actions.426 Some of
them praise Him and are appointed over song. Yet although
they are appointed over this, no power in heaven or among
stars and constellations fails to praise the blessed Holy
One.427 For when night falls, three encamped flanks
diverge in three directions, each and every direction
containing thousands and myriads, all appointed over
[189a] song.428

“There are three camps, and one holy living being
appointed over them, standing over them,429 and they all
praise the blessed Holy One until morning arrives. As
morning arrives, all those in the southern flank—along with
all radiant stars—praise the blessed Holy One in song, as is
said: When the morning stars sang together, and all the



sons of Elohim shouted for joy (Job 38:7). When the morning
stars sang together—stars of the south, as is said: Abraham
arose early in the morning (Genesis 22:3).430

“And all the sons of Elohim shouted for joy—those on the
left flank, merged in the right.431

“Then morning glows and Israel takes up song, praising
the blessed Holy One by day three times a day,
corresponding to the three times of night. These stand
parallel to those, so that the glory of the blessed Holy One
is exalted fittingly day and night. Those six times of day and
night are befitting; the blessed Holy One Himself is exalted
through these six.432

“Concerning that holy living being who stands over
them above and stands over Israel below, so that all will be
fittingly arranged, what is written? She rises while it is still
night and provides food for her household (Proverbs 31:15)
—those camps above. And a portion for her maidens (ibid.)
—camps of Israel below.433 So the glory of the blessed Holy
One is exalted from every direction, from above and below.
All abides within His control, all according to His will.”

Who commands the sun... (Job 9:7).434 Rabbi Shim’on
said, “This is Joseph.435

“onm 0°2210 U (Uv'ad kokhavim yahtom), Who seals up the
stars (ibid.)—his brothers, of whom is written and eleven
stars (Genesis 37:9).436

“Alternatively, Who commands the sun—]Jacob, when
they told him: Recognize, please (ibid., 32).

“And it does not shine (Job, ibid.)—when Shekhinah
withdrew from him.437

“Onme 020 T4 (Uv'ad kokhavim yahtom), For the stars He
seals up (ibid.)—because of his sons, his radiance was
sealed and concealed.438 The sun darkened and the stars
did not shine, because Joseph separated from his father.

“Come and see: From that day, Jacob abstained from
conjugal union and remained in mourning until the day
when the good news about Joseph was delivered.”439



Rabbi Yose opened, “He
will not abandon 17707

vHvH was with Joseph and he (hasidav), His faithful

became a successful man, and O?gféc tod they fore?/gi

he was in the house of his I(DPsalms 37.28).440 This

Egyptian master (Genesis 39:2). e
verse has been

established in relation to Abraham: written 1701 (hasido), His
faithful one, as has been said.441

“Come and see: Wherever the righteous go, the blessed
Holy One protects them and never abandons them. David
said, Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death... (Psalms 23:4).442 Wherever the righteous go,
Shekhinah accompanies them and never abandons them.443

“Joseph walked through the valley of the shadow of
death and was brought down to Egypt; Shekhinah was with
him, as is written: ywv# was with Joseph. Because Shekhinah
was with him, whatever he did prospered in his hand. For
even if he had something in his hand, and his master
demanded something of a different kind, it would change in
his hand to the kind desired by the will of his master, as is
written: His master saw that yHvH was with him, and all that
he did ynHvH made succeed in his hand (Genesis 39:3)—made
succeed in his hand, precisely! Because yHvH was with
him.244

“Come and see! It is not written His master knew that
YHVH was with him, but rather His master saw, for with his
own eyes he saw every day the miracles that the blessed
Holy One performed by his hand.24> So, ywv+ blessed the
house of the Egyptian for Joseph’s sake (ibid., 5). The
blessed Holy One protects the righteous, and for their sake
He protects the wicked; look, the wicked are blessed on
account of the righteous! Similarly it is written: yHvH
blessed the house of Obed-edom... because of the ark of
God (2 Samuel 6:11-12).446



“Because of the righteous, others are blessed, while
they cannot be sustained by their own merits, as has been
established.447 Joseph’s master was blessed for his sake,
yet he himself could not escape from him and gain his
freedom; afterward he was put into prison, as is said: His
feet were bruised with shackles (Psalms 105:18).448 Finally
the blessed Holy One set him free and installed him as
ruler over the whole land of Egypt. So, He will not abandon
[189b] 17on (hasido), His faithful one.449 The blessed Holy
One shields the righteous in this world and in the world
that is coming, as is written: Let all who take refuge in You
rejoice; let them ever shout for joy... (ibid. 5:12).”7450

Rabbi Hiyya opened,
“Bless vyHvH, O His
angels, mighty  in
strength... (Psalms
103:20).452 Come and
see how carefully one should guard himself against sin,
walking the straight path so as not to be lured by that evil
impulse, who assails him every single day, as has been
said.423 Since he assails him constantly one must
overpower him, rising above him into a sphere of strength,
because one must be mightier than him, joining the realm
of Gevurah. For when a person overcomes him, he attains the
aspect of Gewuran, cleaving there, empowered. Since that evil
impulse is strong, one must be even stronger.434

“Those humans who grapple with him are called mighty
in strength—Ilike encountering like. These are angels of the
blessed Holy One, issuing from the side of rigorous Gevurah
to overpower him: mighty in strength...455

“Bless yHvH, O His angels—such as Joseph, who was
called Righteous and who guarded the holy covenant
engraved in him.”456

Rabbi El'azar said, “It happened after these things.
What is this? As has been established: the place from which

It happened after these things
that his master’s wife raised her
eyes to Joseph (Genesis 39:7).421



the evil impulse attacks, a rung after the things.437 For
Joseph provided him an opening for accusal by curling his
hair, dressing up, and adorning himself; so the evil impulse
was poised to accuse: “While his father mourns over him,
Joseph is adorning himself and curling his hair!”
Immediately, the bear was incited and attacked him.458

“It happened after these things. Come and see: When
the blessed Holy One examines the world in order to judge
it and finds wicked people there, what is written? He will
shut the heavens...(Deuteronomy 11:17).459 For because of
human sin, heaven and earth are shut and their laws fail to
operate properly.

“Come and see: Those who do not guard this holy
covenant cause separation between Israel and their Father
in heaven, for it is written: so that you turn aside and serve
other gods [and bow down to them] (ibid., 16). This is one
who bows down to another god, for he betrays the sign of
the holy covenant.£60

“When the holy covenant is guarded properly in the
world, the blessed Holy One bestows blessings above,
pouring into the world, as is written: Abundant rain You
showered, O God...(Psalms 68:10).461 Abpundant rain—rain
of favor, when the blessed Holy One delights in Assembly of
Israel and desires to pour blessings into Her.462

“Then, Your weary heritage, You restored her (ibid.).
Your heritage—Israel, heritage of the blessed Holy One, as
is written: Jacob is His allotted heritage (Deuteronomy
32:9).463

“Weary—Assembly of Israel, who is weary on earth,
thirsting for drink; so She is weary.264 When that rain of
favor is provided, then You restored her.

“So heaven and earth and all their powers stand on this
foundational covenant, as is written: Were it not for My
covenant day and night... (Jeremiah 33:25).465 Therefore
one should be careful of this, as has been established. So it
is written: Joseph was handsome and good-looking (Genesis



39:6), and immediately afterward: His master’s wife raised
her eyes to Joseph...”466

Rabbi El’azar opened,

“To protect you from
Though she spoke to Joseph day the vﬁ)man ofjgvj] from

after day... (Genesis 39:10). the smooth tongue of

an alien (Proverbs 6:24). Happy are the righteous who
know the paths of the blessed Holy One, how to follow
them, since they strive for Torah day and night! For
whoever strives for Torah day and night inherits two
worlds: the world above and the lower world. [190a] He
inherits this world even if he hasn’t engaged in her for her
own sake; he inherits that supernal world when he engages
in her for her own sake.468

“Come and see what is written: Length of days in her
right hand; in her left, riches and honor (ibid. 3:16). Length
of days in her right hand—whoever walks to the right of
Torah finds length of life in the world that is coming,
attaining there the glory of Torah: a glorious crown, to be
crowned above all—for the crown of Torah is in that
world.469

“In her left, riches and honor—in this world, for even if
one hasn’t engaged in her for her own sake, he attains in
this world riches and honor.

“Now, when Rabbi Hiyya came from there, that is,
when he went up to the land of Israel, he read Torah until
his face shone like the sun.270 And when all those who were
studying Torah stood before him, he would say, ‘This one
engages in Torah for her own sake; that one does not.’471
He would pray for the former that he always do so and
attain the world that is coming. He would pray for the
latter that he come to engage in her for her own sake and
attain eternal life.472

“One day he saw a student toiling over Torah whose
face turned pale. He said, ‘This one is certainly conceiving



sin!’473 Facing him, he held him and drew him with words
of Torah until his spirit settled within. From that day on, he
resolved not to pursue evil imaginings and to engage in
Torah for her own sake.”

Rabbi Yose said, “When one sees that evil imaginings
are assailing him, he should occupy himself with Torah, and
they will disappear.”474

Rabbi El’'azar said, “When that evil side comes to
seduce a person, he should drag him to the house of Torah
and he will depart.475

“Come and see what we have learned: When this evil
side stands before the blessed Holy One to accuse the
world of evil deeds, the blessed Holy One feels compassion
and offers human beings advice on how to save themselves
from him, so that he cannot control them or their
actions.276 What is the advice? To engage in Torah, in order
to be saved from him. How do we know? Because it is
written: For a mitsvah is a lamp and Torah is light (Proverbs
6:23).477 What is written next? To protect you from the
woman of evil, from the smooth tongue of an alien. This is
the impure side, the Other Side, who stands perpetually
before the blessed Holy One, bringing accusations of the
sins of human beings, and who stands perpetually below,
leading humans astray. He constantly stands above,
recounting the sins of human beings and accusing them for
their deeds, so that they will be delivered into his power, as
he did with Job.478

“Similarly, he stands over Israel, accusing, recounting
the sins in everything they have done. At those times when
the blessed Holy One stands over them in judgment, he
rises to accuse them and recount their sins.279 But the
blessed Holy One feels compassion for Israel and has
advised them how to save themselves from him. How? With
a shofar on Rosh Hashanah,480 and on Yom Kippur with a
goat, given to him so that he will disengage from them and



occupy himself with that portion of his, as they have
established.481

“Come and see what is written: Her feet descend to
death (ibid. 5:5).482 Of the mystery of faith, what is written?
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are
peace (ibid. 3:17)—ways and paths of Torah—and all is one.
This one, peace, and this one death, entirely opposite each
other.483

“Happy is the share of Israel who cleave to the blessed
Holy One fittingly! He advises them how to escape all other
aspects of the world,48¢ for they are a holy people, His
possession and share, so He has provided them advice on
everything! Happy are they in this world, happy are they in
the world that is coming!

“Come and see: When this evil side descends and
roams the world and observes the actions of human beings,
all of whom pervert their ways in the world, he ascends and
accuses them.485 If the blessed Holy One did not feel
compassion for the works of His hands, they would not
survive in the world.

“What is written? Though she spoke to Joseph day after
day (Genesis 39:10).486 Though she spoke [190b]—for he
ascends and accuses every single day, declaring before the
blessed Holy One many acts of evil, many slanders in order
to destroy the inhabitants of the world.487

“What is written? He would not listen to her (ibid.),
because He feels compassion for the world.488

“To lie beside her (ibid.). What does this mean? To take
control, to dominate the world—and dominion does not
prevail until he is empowered.489

“Alternatively, to lie beside her, as is said: and for a
man who lies with an impure woman (Leviticus 15:33).490

“To be with her (Genesis, ibid.)—to give her dignity,
blessings, and help.49L For if she has help from above, not
even a single being would be left in the world. But since the



blessed Holy One has compassion on the world, the world
remains in existence.”

Rabbi Abba said, “All is one path, but it is the evil
impulse who comes seducing human beings, to pervert
their ways—to cling to him. Every single day, at all times,
he diverts one from the way of truth to thrust him from the
way of life and draw him into Hell 492

“A virtuous person—what does he do? He guards his
ways and paths so as not to cling to him,493 corresponding
to what is written: Though she spoke to Joseph day after
day, he would not listen to her—to what she says to him
every day. For the impure spirit, the evil impulse, seduces a
person every day to lie beside her in Hell, to be condemned
there to be with her.494

“Come and see: When a person adheres to that side, he
is drawn to her and defiles himself with her in this world
and defiles himself with her in the world that is coming.495

“Come and see: This impure side is repulsive, it is filth,
as is said: ‘®Xx (m®e), Out!’ you will call to it (Isaiah 30:22)—
actual nx1¥ (tso’ah), excrement!496 One who deviates from
Torah is punished in it! Those sinners of the world who
have no faith in the blessed Holy One are punished in it!497

“What is written? It happened, on such a day, that he
came into the house... (Genesis 39:11).498 [t happened, on
such a day—a day when the evil impulse dominates the
world and descends to lead humans astray. When? The day
that a person begins to turn back in repentance for his sins,
or engage in Torah and fulfill the commands of Torah—at
that moment, he descends to lead inhabitants of the world
astray.499

“He came into the house to do his work (ibid.)—to
engage in Torah and fulfill the commandments of Torah, for
that is a person’s work in this world.200 Now, since a
person’s work in this world is the service of the blessed
Holy One, one must be mighty as a lion on every side so
that the Other Side will not overpower him and be able to



seduce him.291 What is written? And there was no man
(ibid.)292—no man to stand up against the evil impulse and
wage war with him fittingly.

“What are the ways of the evil impulse? As soon as he
sees that this is no man—to confront him and wage battle
against him—immediately, she seized him by his garment
(Genesis 39:12),203 for when the evil impulse takes control
of a person, he dresses him up in fancy clothes and curls
his hair, as is written: She seized him by his garment,
saying, ‘Lie with me!’—'cling to me!’204

“One who is virtuous steels himself against her, wages
war against her. What is written? He left his garment [in
her hand and fled, escaping outside] (ibid.)—he should
abandon it and steel himself against her, flee from her to
escape her, so that she does not dominate him.”205

Rabbi Yitshak said, “The righteous are destined to see
the evil impulse in the shape of a huge mountain.
Astounded, they will say, ‘How were we able to overturn
such a huge, soaring mountain!’ The wicked are destined to
see the evil impulse as thin as a single hair. Astounded,
they will say, ‘How could we fail to overcome this thin
thread of hair!” These will weep and those will weep. And
the blessed Holy One will eliminate him from the world,
slaughtering him before their eyes, and he will no longer
have dominion over the world. Seeing this, the righteous
will rejoice, as is said: Surely the righteous will praise Your
name; the upright will dwell in Your presence (Psalms
140:14).7206 [1914a]

Rabbi Yehudah opened,
“Does a lion roar in the
forest when it has no
prey?... (Amos 3:4).207
Come and see how
attentive humans
should be to the

It happened after these things
that the cupbearer of the king of
Egypt [and the baker] offended
[their master, the king of Eqgypt]
(Genesis 40:1).



worship of the blessed Holy One, because whoever engages
in Torah and in the worship of the blessed Holy One instills
awe and fear in everything. For when the blessed Holy One
created the world, He fashioned every single creature of
the world in its own fitting image, and afterward He
created the human being in a supernal image, granting him
dominion over them all through this image.298 For as long
as a human exists in the world, all those creatures of the
world raise their heads and gaze upon the supernal image
of the human being; then they all fear and tremble before
him, as is said: Fear and dread of you shall be upon every
living thing of the earth... (ibid. 9:2).209 These words apply
only when they gaze and see in him this image and a soul is
within him.”210

Rabbi El’azar said, “Even if a soul is not within him, the
righteous never undergo a change from the original nature
of their image.2ll But when a person does not walk in the
ways of Torah, this holy image is exchanged and the beasts
of the field can then dominate him because this human
image has changed for them.212

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One transforms
events above and below to restore an entity to its place, so
that His will manifest in all affairs of the world. Daniel’s
image did not change when he was thrown into the lions’
den and therefore he was saved.”213

Rabbi Hizkiyah said, “If so, look what is written: My
God sent His angel, and he shut the lions’ mouths and they
did not harm me (Daniel 6:23)—implying that because an
angel shut their mouths, he was not harmed.”214

He replied, “Because of this he was not harmed, for
look, the image of a virtuous human being is an actual
angel, who shut the mouths and bound them to protect him
from being harmed!212 So, My God sent His angel—the one
in whom all images of the world are engraved—and he
strengthened my image within me, so they had no power



over me, and he shut their mouths. So, sent His angel—
precisely!216

“Concerning this angel in whom all images are
engraved, it is written: He will execute judgment upon the
nations—filled with bodies (Psalms 110:6)—He before
whom all images of the world have not changed.2lZ A
person should therefore beware his ways and paths, so as
not to sin before his Lord, and to abide in his image—image
of 0IX (adam).218

“Come and see: Ezekiel guarded his mouth from
forbidden foods, as is written: Fouled meat has never
entered my mouth (Ezekiel 4:14). He merited being called
DIX 12 (ben adam), son of man.219 Of Daniel, what is written?
Daniel made up his mind not to defile himself with the
king’s portion of food or with the wine he drank (Daniel
1:8). He merited to abide in the image of adam, for all
entities of the world are in awe of the image of adam, who
rules over them all and is king over all.”220

Rabbi Yose said, “Because of this, one should beware of
his sins and not deviate right or left. Even so, one should
examine his sins every single day22l for look, when a
person rises from bed, two witnesses stand with him and
accompany him all day!222 When a person intends to rise,
those witnesses say to him as he opens his eyes: Let your
eyes look directly ahead... (Proverbs 4:25).223 Once he rises
and readies his feet to walk, those witnesses say, Smoothen
the course of your feet... (ibid., 26).224 So as a person
proceeds each day, he should beware of his sins, every
single day.22> When night comes, he should contemplate
and examine everything he did the whole day, so that he
will turn back in repentance—reflecting constantly, as is
said: My sin is always before me (Psalms 51:5).

“Come and see: When Israel were in the Holy Land, no
sin haunted their hands, as has been established, because
those offerings that they offered every day [191b] atoned
for them.226 Now that Israel are exiled from the Land and



there is no one who atones for them, Torah herself atones
for them together with worthy deeds, for Sshekhinah
accompanies them in exile—and whoever does not consider
the ways of the blessed Holy One causes Shekhinah to cringe
in the dust, as is said: He lays her low, lays her low to the
ground, [casts her to the dust] (Isaiah 26:5).”527

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Correspondingly, one who engages
in Torah and worthy deeds enables Assembly of Israel to
raise Her head in the midst of exile.228 Happy is the share
of those who engage in Torah day and night!

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One spins revolutions
in the world so as to raise the head of the righteous.229 For
look! To enable Joseph to raise his head in the world for
being found virtuous before Him, He inflamed a master
against his servants, as is said: The cupbearer of the king
of Egypt and the baker offended [their master, the king of
Egypt] (Genesis 40:1)—all in order to raise the head of
Joseph the Righteous!230

“Come and see: Through a dream he was overturned by
his brothers, and through a dream he was raised over his
brothers, raised over the whole world.

“The two of them dreamed a dream... (Genesis 40:5).531
Come and see: As has been said, all dreams follow the
mouth.232 Now, when Joseph interpreted their dreams, why
did he offer one a good interpretation and the other a bad
interpretation?233  Because actually those dreams
concerned Joseph himself, and since he knew the essential
root of the matter, he interpreted their dreams as required;
to each one he offered an interpretation, to restore the
matter to its place.234

“What is written? Joseph said to them, ‘Do not
interpretations belong to God? Tell me, please!’ (Genesis
40:8).235 Why? Because this is how an interpreter of a
dream should entrust interpretation to the blessed Holy
One, since from there derives fulfillment of all, therein
abides interpretation.



“Come and see: As has been said, the rung of dream is
below, the sixth rung—since from the place where prophecy
dwells wuntil this rung of dream lie six rungs.236
Interpretation ascends from the rung of dream to another
rung. Dream is the rung below and interpretation stands
above; interpretation abides in speech, so the matter
depends upon speech, as is written: ‘Do not interpretations
belong to o’19X (Elohim), God?’ To Elohim, precisely!”237

Come and see what is written: The chief cupbearer
recounted his dream to Joseph... (Genesis 40:9).238

Rabbi El’azar opened, “As they were crossing [the
Jordan], Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I can do for you
[before I am taken from you.’]... (2 Kings 2:9).239 Here one
should contemplate! This verse is astonishing: Elijah said to
Elisha, Ask what I can do for you.” Now, was this really in
his power? It was in the power of the blessed Holy One!
Furthermore, Elisha himself knew this as well, so why did
he say, May a double portion of your spirit be upon me
(ibid.)?

“Certainly, however, one who grasps heaven and earth
and the entire world—how could this not be within his
power?240 And surely for Elijah and the other righteous, the
blessed Holy One performs their will constantly, as is
written: He performs the will of those in awe of Him
(Psalms 145:19).241 All the more so since that Holy Spirit
that rested upon him he could bequeath to one as righteous
as Elisha, who was his servant. Look, the blessed Holy One
had told him: And Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah,
anoint as prophet in your stead (1 Kings 19:16); so Elisha
was entitled to be his heir!

“A double portion of your spirit (2 Kings, ibid.). What
does double mean? Would you ever imagine that he
requested two for one? How could he ask for something not
in [Elijah’s] possession? But really, he did not request
double the spirit; rather, he asked—concerning the spirit



that [Elijah] possessed—that he be able to enact twice as
many miracles in the world through that spirit.242

“He said, ‘You have made a difficult request. If you see
me [being taken from you, it will be so for you; if not, it will
not be]’ (ibid., 10). What does this mean: if you see me? He
was really telling him: ‘If you can comprehend the essence
of the spirit that I bequeath to you at the moment I am
taken from you, it will be so for you.” For that entire
essence of spirit, contemplated by him as he saw Elijah,
would be absorbed fittingly. [192a]

“Come and see: One who contemplates what he learned
from his teacher and sees him in that wisdom can be
augmented by that spirit abundantly.243

“Come and see: In whatever he was doing, Joseph
would contemplate through the spirit of wisdom the image
of his father.244 So the matter prospered, and he was
augmented by other spirit with radiance more sublime.

“When that wicked one said to him Here, a vine in front
of me’ (Genesis 40:9), Joseph trembled because he did not
know what the matter implied.245 As soon as he said and on
the vine three tendrils (ibid., 10), his spirit immediately
aroused, augmented by radiance, and he gazed upon the
image of his father; then his spirit shone and he knew the
matter.246

“What is written? And on the vine three tendrils. Joseph
said, ‘Look! This is surely tidings of total joy!” Why?
Because that vine appeared to him regarding Assembly of
Israel, and Joseph was gladdened by this.247

“And on the vine three tendrils—three supernal rungs
emerging from this vine: priests, Levites, and Israel.248

“And as she was budding, up came her blossom (ibid.),
for by virtue of them, Assembly of Israel ascends and is
blessed by the supernal King.249

“Her clusters ripened into grapes (ibid.)—the righteous
of the world, who are like grapes fittingly ripened.



“Alternatively, Her clusters ripened into grapes—wine
preserved in its grapes since the six days of Creation.230

“Until here, Joseph was gladdened by his dream; from
here on, the dream is his.22l For some dreams refer to
oneself and to others.

“And I took the grapes (ibid., 11)232—referring to
himself.

“We have learned: One who sees grapes in a dream—if
white, a good omen for him; if black, no.223 Why? Because
it is a mystery of two particular rungs—black and white:
one is good, the other is not.224 All those grapes depend
upon the mystery of faith, so they diverge in wisdom, either
toward good or evil—these, in need of compassion; those,
compassionate providence.232

“Come and see: Adam’s wife squeezed grapes for him,
bringing death upon him and upon the whole world.226
Noah approached these grapes and did not guard himself
properly. What is written? He drank of the wine and
became drunk, and exposed himself within 121X (oholoh), his
tent (ibid. 9:21).237 The sons of Aaron drank wine of those
grapes and brought an offering with that wine and died, as
has been said.228 Therefore it is written: Their grapes are
grapes of poison, bitter clusters for them (Deuteronomy
32:32), since those grapes caused this.

“This one saw good grapes in that vineyard, wafting
pleasant fragrance on perfect rungs fittingly.222 So Joseph
knew the matter, contemplated the root, and interpreted
the dream soundly, because he had been fittingly gladdened
by that dream. He therefore offered a favorable
interpretation, and so it was fulfilled.260

“What is written? The chief baker saw that he had
interpreted favorably [and he said to Joseph, “iX aX (Af ani),
Me too! In my dream...] (Genesis 40:16).261 Come and see:
Cursed be the wicked, whose every action is for evil, whose
every word is spoken for evil, for causing evil!262 As soon
as he opened his mouth, he opened with Ax (af), anger.



Immediately, Joseph became frightened, realizing that all
his words were intended to cause evil, that tidings of evil
filled his mouth.263

“Here, three wicker baskets [on my head] (ibid.). Then
Joseph knew he had been informed of the destruction of the
Temple, with Israel in exile, for they would be exiled from
the Holy Land.264

“See what is written: And in the top basket all kinds of
food for Pharaoh, baker’s work, and birds were eating them
(ibid., 17)—other nations assembling against Israel, killing
them, destroying their homes, scattering them to the four
corners of the world. All this Joseph envisaged and knew
through that dream. Immediately, he rendered an
unfavorable interpretation so that it would be fulfilled.

“For come and see: These two rungs seen by one, seen
by the other—this one saw [192b] the supernal rung
prevailing, the moon shining; that one saw her darken,
dominated by the evil serpent.262 Therefore Joseph
pondered that dream and delivered an unfavorable
interpretation. So all depends upon interpretation. Surely
they saw these two rungs—this one dominant, that one
dominant.”

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “A pure heart, O God, create in me;
a firm spirit renew within me (Psalms 51:12).266 This verse
has been established, but a pure heart corresponds to what
is said: Grant Your servant a listening heart (1 Kings
3:9),567 and similarly to: A good-hearted person has a
continuous feast (Proverbs 15:15).268 So, a pure heart—
precisely!

“A firm spirit renew within me—a firm spirit, precisely!
Because from the Other Side derives an impure heart: a
spirit misleading inhabitants of the world, an impure spirit
called ‘spirit of distortion,” as is said: ywvH has mingled
within her a spirit of distortion (Isaiah 19:14).569 So, a firm



spirit renew within me. Why renew? This implies renewal of
the moon, at the time of her renewal; therefore, renew.”570

Rabbi El’azar and Rabbi Yose were walking on the way.
Rabbi Yose said to Rabbi El'azar, “Now, it's written A
certain spirit came forward and stood before yHvH and said,
‘I will entice him! ... (1 Kings 22:21), and we have learned:
‘This is the spirit of Naboth the Jezreelite.’27l But once
souls ascend and stand above, can they return to this
world?272 And it’s an astonishing thing that he said: I will
go out and be a spirit of falsehood (ibid., 22)!

“Further, why was Ahab punished for what he did,
seeing that this is a law of Torah presented by Samuel to
Israel, as is written: Your best fields and vineyards and
olive groves he will seize (1 Samuel 8:14)? So if Ahab took
that vineyard from Naboth, it was legal.2Z3 Moreover, he
offered him another one or silver, but he refused.”274

He replied, “You have asked well. Come and see! This
spirit, reported to be the spirit of Naboth—here one should
examine whether the spirit of Naboth could ascend and
stand before Him, as is written: A certain spirit came
forward.27> If he was righteous, how could he seek
falsehood in that world, the world of truth?376 For if in this
world a virtuous person does not seek falsehood, in that
world all the more so! And if he wasn’t virtuous, how could
he have stood in the presence of the blessed Holy One?

“But surely, Naboth was not virtuous enough to stand in
His presence; rather, it was another spirit, who dominates
the world: the spirit who stands constantly—ascending
before the blessed Holy One—the one who misleads
inhabitants of the world with his lies.2ZZ Whoever is
accustomed to falsehood strives for it constantly, so he said,
I will go out and be a spirit of falsehood. Therefore the
blessed Holy One said to him, Go out and do so! (1 Kings,
ibid.)—‘Get out of here!’ as they have established, for it is
written: A speaker of lies will not endure before My eyes



(Psalms 101:7).278 So, this is a spirit of falsehood,
certainly!579

“Furthermore, regarding the fact that he killed Naboth
and seized his vineyard: let him seize it, but why did he kill
him? Actually, though, because he killed him unjustly, he
was punished. He killed him unjustly and took his vineyard,
so it is written: Have you murdered and also taken
possession? (1 Kings 21:19). For this he was punished.280

“Come and see how many people in the world this spirit
of falsehood misleads by lying! He dominates the world on
many flanks, through many activities, as we have
established. So, King David sought to guard himself from
him, to escape impurity, as is written: A pure heart, O God,
create in me; a firm spirit renew within me (Psalms 51:12)
—this is a firm spirit, whereas the other is a spirit of
falsehood. So, two rungs: one holy, one impure.”

He opened, saying, “And YHvH utters His voice before
His forces; for vast is His army, mighty those carrying out
His word!... (Joel 2:11).281 This verse has been
established,282 but And yHvH signifies everywhere ‘He and
His Court.’283

“Utters ™Mp (qolo), His voice—the voice of which is
written a voice of words (Deuteronomy 4:12).284 Here is
written voice of words, and there is written no man of
words (Exodus 4:10). What does man of words mean? As is
said: man of Elonim (Deuteronomy 33:1).285

“Before His forces—Israel.286

“For vast is His army—as is said: Is there any number
to His troops? (Job 25:3). [193a] For the blessed Holy One
has countless officials and emissaries, all of them poised to
accuse Israel, so He manifests before Israel in order to
protect them, so that they cannot be incriminated.

“Mighty those carrying out His word. Who is mighty? A
virtuous person, one who engages in holy Torah day and
night.287



“Alternatively, mighty those carrying out His word—the
Accuser appearing before the blessed Holy One, who is
strong as iron, hard as flint.

“Carrying out His word—obtaining authorization above
and seizing the soul below.288

“For great is the day of yHvH, and very terrible. Who can
endure it? (Joel, ibid.). For He rules over all, supreme and
mighty over them all, all subject to His dominion.

“Happy are the righteous, in whom the blessed Holy
One constantly delights, rendering them worthy of the
world that is coming, gladdening them with the joy of the
righteous, who are destined to rejoice in the blessed Holy
One, as is written: Let all who take refuge in You rejoice;
let them ever shout for joy. Shelter them, so that those who
love Your name may exult in You (Psalms 5:12).”



arirlal7am}>
Parashat Mi-Qels

“AT THE END” (GENESIS 41:1-44:17)

abbi Yehudah opened, “He puts an end to darkness,
every extremity he explores... (Job 28:3). This verse
has been discussed.l He puts an end to darkness—
End of the Left,2 who roams the world, roams above, stands
before the blessed Holy One, accuses and denounces the
world, as has been said.3
“Every m9an (takniit), extremity, he explores—for look,
none of his actions is intended for good, rather always to
destroy, to cause i1°92 (kelayah), extermination, in the world.
“Land of pitch-black darkness (ibid. 10:21).2 Come and
see: There is a land of the living above,2 but this is a land of
pitch-black darkness. What is a land of pitch-black
darkness? End deriving from the side of darkness, dross of
gold, as has been said.t
“Come and see how deeply human beings should
contemplate the service of the blessed Holy One, engaging
in Torah day and night in order to discover and ponder His
service. For Torah proclaims every day before a person:
Whoever is simple, turn in here! (Proverbs 9:4). We have
already established this matter.Z When one engages in
Torah and cleaves to her, he becomes worthy of grasping
the Tree of Life, as is written: She is a tree of life to those
who grasp her (ibid. 3:18).8



“Come and see: When a person grasps the Tree of Life
in this world,2 he grasps it in the world that is coming. For
as souls depart this world, correspondingly rungs are
arranged for them in the world that is coming.19

“Come and see: The Tree of Life embraces many rungs
distinct from one another, yet all is one. In the Tree of Life
are rungs one above another: branches and leaves, bark,
trunk of the tree, roots—and all is the tree. Similarly,
whoever engages Torah is enhanced, grasping the Tree of
Life. All scions of faith—Israel—grasp the Tree of Life:
some joined to the actual tree, to its trunk; some joined to
the branches, some to the leaves, some to the roots.
Consequently, all of them are joined to the Tree of Life, and
those who engage in Torah [193b] are all joined to the
trunk of the tree. So, whoever engages in Torah is joined to
all, as has been established and explained.”1Ll

It happened at the end (Genesis 41:1).12 What is at the
end?

Rabbi Shim’on said, “A place without remembering, and
this is End of the Left.13 Why?14 Because it is written: But
remember me with you when all goes well for you (ibid.
40:14).15 Now, was it proper for Joseph the Righteous to
say, But remember me with you?l6 However, once Joseph
contemplated his dream, he said, ‘Surely, this is a dream of
remembering!’ In this he was wrong, for the blessed Holy
One encompasses all.lZ So, a place of forgetting confronted
him. What is written? Yet the chief cupbearer did not
remember Joseph, he forgot him (ibid., 23). Since it says
The chief cupbearer did not remember, why he forgot him?
Because he forgot him implies a place of forgetting, namely,
end of the side of darkness.18

“Two years of days (ibid. 41:1), for a rung returned to a
rung of remembering.12

“Pharaoh dreamed, and look, he was standing by the
Nile (ibid.)—this was a dream of Joseph, since every river



pertains to Joseph the Righteous.20 This is the mystery of
‘One who sees a river in a dream, sees peace, as is written:
Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river (Isaiah
66:12).”"21

Rabbi Hiyya opened,
“By justice a king
sustains the land, but a
man of exactions ruins
it (Proverbs 29:4). Come and see: When the blessed Holy
One created the supernal world, He arranged everything
fittingly and issued lights radiating in all directions, and all
is one. He created heaven above and earth above, so that
all would be arrayed as one, for the benefit of below.22

“Come and see: By justice a king sustains the land. Who
is a king? The blessed Holy One.23 By justice—]Jacob,
sustenance of the land.24 So, 1 (vav) is nourished by 11 (he), 1
(he) by 1 (vav), since sustenance derives from justice; for
look, justice sustains the land with all its array and
nourishes her!25

“Alternatively, a king—the blessed Holy One. By justice
—Joseph. Sustains the land—as is written: All the earth
came to Egypt, to Joseph, to get provisions... (Genesis
41:57). Because the blessed Holy One delighted in Jacob,
He made Joseph ruler over the land.”26

Rabbi Yose said, “A king—Joseph.2Z By justice—]Jacob.
Sustains the land—for look, until Jacob arrived in Egypt,
there was no sustenance in the land on account of the
famine. As soon as Jacob came to Egypt, through his merit
the famine disappeared and the land was sustained.28

“Alternatively, By justice a king sustains the land—XKing
David, of whom is written David administered justice and
equity (2 Samuel 8:15).22 He sustained the land, and
through his merit it endured afterward.

“But a man of exactions ruins it—Rehoboam.30

“It happened at the end of two
years of days (Genesis 41:1).



“Come and see: For the sake of the righteous, the
blessed Holy One—even though retribution has been
decreed against the world, it is withheld for their sake and
does not prevail over the world. All the days of King David,
[the land] was sustained for his sake; after he died, it was
sustained by his merit, as is written: I will protect this city,
delivering it for My sake and for the sake of My servant
David (Isaiah 37:35). Similarly, all the days of Jacob and all
the days of Joseph, retribution did not prevail over the
world.31

“Come and see: By justice a king sustains the land—
Joseph. But a man of exactions ruins it—Pharaoh, for look,
because he hardened his heart against the blessed Holy
One, the land of Egypt was destroyed.32 Previously, by the
hand of Joseph, the land was sustained through that dream
that he dreamed, as is written: It happened at the end of
two years of days...”33

Rabbi El’azar opened,
“ynvH lives! Blessed is
my Rock! Exalted be
the God of my
salvation! (Psalms 18:47)—spelled >m>X (elonei), the God of,
with a1 (vav).34 This verse calls for contemplation. yHvH lives
—Living One, Righteous One, Foundation of the World,
called Vitality of the Worlds.32

“Blessed is my Rock—as is written: Blessed is YHVH, my
Rock (ibid. 144:1), a world presided over by this Righteous
One.36

“Exalted be the God of my salvation! Exalted—upper
world.3Z

““m5X (Elonei), the God of with a 1 (vav)—heaven, as is
said: The heavens are YHVH’s heavens (ibid. 115:16).38

“Come and see: Blessed is Adonai. Day by day He bears
our burden (ibid. 68:20). Blessed is 17X (Adonai), spelled
*-1-7-X (alef-dalet-nun-yod).32 This verse constitutes a mystery of

It happened at the end of two
years of days (Genesis 41:1).



wisdom. Day by day—itwo years of days, as is written:
[194a] It happened at the end of two years of days.49

“And look, he was standing by the Nile (Genesis 41:2)4L
—a mystery, as has been said: this is Joseph, since ‘river’
implies Joseph the Righteous.42

“And look, out of the Nile emerged seven cows
(ibid.).43 And look, out of the Nile—for look, from this river
all those rungs below are blessed, since that flowing,
gushing river waters and nourishes all.42 And Joseph is a
river, thanks to which all the land of Egypt is blessed.

“Come and see: By that river, seven rungs are blessed
and watered, these being of beautiful appearance and fat in
flesh (ibid.).45

“They grazed in the reeds (ibid.)—in companionship, for
division is not to be found among them.46 All of them stand
poised to praise, for all seven of these rungs that we have
mentioned constitute a mystery, as is written: and the
seven maids chosen for her from the king’s palace (Esther
2:9). So, seven cows of beautiful appearance.
Correspondingly, it is written: the seven eunuchs attending
the King (ibid. 1:10).”4Z

Rabbi Yitshak said, “The seven good cows (Genesis
41:26)—rungs higher than others.48 And the seven bad
cows (ibid., 27)—other rungs below.42 These from the side
of holiness, those from the side of defilement.”

The seven ears of grain (ibid., 26).20 Rabbi Yehudah
said, “These first ones are good because they are from the
right side, of which is written that it was good (ibid. 1:4);
those ones are bad, below them.2l The seven ears of grain
are from the side of purity, while those are from the side of
impurity. All those rungs stand one above the other, facing
one another, and all of them Pharaoh saw in his dream.”22

Rabbi Yeisa said, “Now, would all of these be shown to
that wicked one, Pharaoh?”

Rabbi Yehudah replied, “Their semblance he saw, for
there are so many rungs upon rungs—facing one another,



one above the other—and he saw those rungs below.23 As
we have already learned, a person is shown in his dream
what corresponds to his character; this is how he sees, how
his souls ascends and extends, every single one according
to its rung, fittingly.24 So Pharaoh saw befittingly, and no
more.”

Rabbi Hizkiyah opened,
It happened at the end (Genesis For everything tﬁere IS
41:1). a season, and a time for
every  affair under

heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Come and see: For everything
that the blessed Holy One formed below, He set a time, a
fixed time. He set a time for light and for darkness, setting
a time for the light of other nations who now rule the
world, and setting a time for the darkness—namely, the
exile of Israel under their dominion. The blessed Holy One
has set a time for everything, so for everything there is a
season.22

“And a time for every yon (nefets), affair. What is the
meaning of a time for every hefets? A time for everything, for
all that desire manifesting below.26

“Alternatively, and a time for every affair. What is time?
As is said: Time to actualize for yHvH (Psalms 119:126),37
and similarly: Let him not come at just any time (Leviticus
16:2).28 This is an empowered rung, as has been
established; so, time is appointed over every affair under
heaven.>2

“It happened at the end of two years of days—from the
side of that end of darkness Pharaoh saw in his dream;
from there he knew and the dream was revealed to him.”69

In the morning his spirit was disturbed (Genesis 41:8).61
What does this mean: his spirit was disturbed?

Rabbi Yose said, “They have already established this. Of
Pharaoh is written ouasm (va-tippa’em), it was disturbed; of



Nebuchadnezzar, ouanm (va-titpa’em), it was disturbed (Daniel
2:1).62 This they have established, for of Pharaoh is written
va-tippa’em because he perceived the dream but not the
interpretation, whereas Nebuchadnezzar saw the dream as
well as the interpretation, but he forgot everything.63

“But come and see: 117 ouom (Va-tippa’em ruho), His spirit
was disturbed, corresponding to what is said: 1mun? (le-
fa’amo), to impel him (Judges 13:25), for the spirit would
come and go, come and go, not yet settling upon him
fittingly. So it is written: The spirit of YyHvH began to impel
him—that was the beginning. Similarly here, his spirit
roused within him and left and roused, never settling to
comprehend.%4 As for Nebuchadnezzar, 1111 ousnm (Va-titpa’em
ruho), his spirit was disturbed—aroused by two arousals,
leaving and returning, corresponding to what is said: ousa
DUl (ke-fa’am be-fa’am), as time upon time, one time this,
[194Db] one time that, and his spirit remained unsettled.65

“He sent and called for all the magicians of Eqgypt
(Genesis, ibid.)—the sorcerers; and all her wise men (ibid.)
—the bird-diviners.66 All of them gazed to apprehend but
could not grasp.”

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Although it has been said that a
person is shown only what accords with his rung, it is
different for kings, who are shown supernal entities,
different than for other people. Just as a king’s rung
transcends all others, so what he is shown accords with a
rung beyond all others, as is said: What God is about to do
He has shown Pharaoh (ibid., 28).67 But to other people,
the blessed Holy One does not reveal what He is doing—
except for prophets, devotees, or sages of the generation,
as has been established.68

“Come and see what is written: Me he restored to my
post and him he hanged (Genesis 41:13).69 From here we
learn that a dream follows interpretation.Z9 He restored to
my post. Who restored? It was really Joseph! And him he



hanged by the interpretation that he provided him, so it is
written: As he interpreted for us, so it was (ibid.).”ZL

Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, 1mx ™ (vayritsuhu), and
they rushed him, from the pit... (Genesis 41:14).72

Rabbi Abba opened, “yHvH n¥17 (rotsen), delights, in those
in awe of Him, those awaiting His faithful love (Psalms
147:11). How greatly the blessed Holy One delights in the
righteous, for they conduct peace and make peace above
and make peace below and conduct the bride to her
husband.Z3 So the blessed Holy One delights in those who
are in awe of Him and do His will.

“Those awaiting His faithful love. Who are these? You
must say: those engaging in Torah at night and becoming
partners with snekninan;Z4 when morning comes, they await
His faithful love. As has been established, when a person
engages in Torah by night, a thread of love is drawn upon
him by day, for it is written: By day yHvH directs His love, in
the night His song is with me (Psalms 42:9). Why by day
YyHVH directs His love? Because in the night His song is with
me.Z2 Therefore it is written: yHvH delights X7 NX (et yere’av),
those in awe of Him—not X712 (biyre’av), in those in awe of
Him—one delighting in his goodwill for another, pleased to
conciliate him. So, yHvH delights those in awe of Him.Z6

“Similarly, Joseph was sunk in sadness of spirit,
imprisoned there in sadness of heart. As soon as Pharaoh
sent for him, what is written? 1mx " (vayritsuhu), And they
rushed him—they mollified him, approaching him with
words of joy, words delighting the heart, because he was
saddened by the pit.ZZ

“Come and see: Into a pit he fell at first, by a pit he was
elevated later.”Z8

Rabbi Shim’on said, “Until that incident befell Joseph,
he was not called Righteous. Once he guarded that sealed
covenant, he was called Righteous, with that rung of Holy
Covenant crowning him, crowned by him.Z2 Whereas



previously he was in a pit, he was elevated thereby,
crowned with a well of living waters.89

“Pharaoh sent nor nX Xp” (va-yigra et yosef), and he called
for Joseph. The verse should read nov? Xp% (Jigro le-yosef), to
call for Joseph.8l However, and he called for Joseph—the
blessed Holy One, as is written: Until the time that His
word came to pass, the utterance of yHvH refined him
(Psalms 105:19). Until the time that His word came to pass
—as is written: He called Joseph.82 Here is written He
called Joseph, and there is written He called Moses
(Leviticus 1:1).83

“And he shaved and changed his clothes (Genesis, ibid.)
—out of respect for the king, as has been established.”84

Rabbi El'azar opened, “Israel came to Egypt, Jacob
sojourned in the land of Ham (Psalms 105:23). Come and
see how the blessed Holy One revolves revolutions in the
world, fulfills vows and oaths in order to realize the
covenant that He decreed.82 For we have learned: Were it
not for the affection and love felt by the blessed Holy One
for the patriarchs, Jacob would have descended to Egypt in
iron chains.86 But out of His love for them, He made his son
Joseph monarch and ruler over the whole land, and all of
those tribes descended in honor, with Jacob as king.

“Come and see what is written: Israel came to Egypt,
Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. Since it is written
Israel came to Egypt, don’t we know that Jacob sgjourned
in the land of Ham? Why is this necessary?8’ Rather, Israel
came to Egypt—the blessed Holy One; Jacob sojourned in
the land of Ham—]Jacob, because for the sake of Jacob and
his sons, shekhinah came to Egypt.88 The blessed Holy One
revolved revolutions [195a] and first brought down Joseph,
by whose virtue Covenant was sustained with him, making
him ruler over the whole land.”82

What is written? A king sent and released him, a ruler
of peoples set him free (ibid., 20).



Rabbi Shim’on said, “It is written: YWvH releases the
bound (ibid. 146:7), and here is written: A king sent and
released him.20 Why a ruler of peoples set him free?2l
Because: A king sent—the blessed Holy One; a ruler of
peoples—the blessed Holy One. A king sent—Supernal King
sent and released him. And whom did He send? The
redeeming angel, ruler of peoples, ruling over those below.
All is the blessed Holy One.22

“11%>1 (Vayritsuhu), And they rushed him (Genesis 41:14)
—missing a 1 (vav).23 Who is that? The blessed Holy One, for
no one but He imprisons and liberates, as is written: A man
He locks up cannot be freed (Job 12:14), and: If He remains
silent, who can condemn? If He hides His face, who will
take note of him, be it nation or person? (ibid. 34:29). For
He encompasses all, and it is written: He does as He wishes
with the host of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth...
(Daniel 4:32).94 So, vayritsehu, and He rushed him, from the
pit.

“What does vayritsehu mean? As is said: He entreats
God ¥ (va-yirtsehu), and He accepts him (Job 33:206).
Similarly vayritsehu, and He accepted him, from the pit, and
then he came before Pharaoh (Genesis, ibid.).95

“Alternatively, vayritsehu, for He drew upon him a thread
of grace to win him favor before Pharaoh.26 What is
written? God will answer for Pharaoh’s 02w (shalom), well-
being (ibid., 16)—hastening to greet him, opening with
shalom.” 921

Rabbi Abba said, “Come and see that evil Pharaoh, who
said, I do not know yHvH (Exodus 5:2).28 Now, Pharaoh was
wiser than all his magicians!22 But surely, he knew the
name Elohim, for look at what is written: Could we find a
man like this, in whom is the spirit of Elohim (Genesis, ibid.,
38)!100 However, since Moses approached him only with
the name yHvH—and not with the name Eionim—for him this
was the hardest of all, because he knew that this name
ruled the earth,191 whereas he did not know the name yHvH;



so this name proved difficult for him, as is written: yHvH
hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 9:12), for this word
hardened his heart and rendered him stubborn. Therefore
Moses did not inform him of the enunciation of any other
name, only the name yHvH, as has been established.”102

He opened, saying, “Who is like vyHvH our God,
enthroned on high? (Psalms 113:5)103—ascending His
throne of glory, not revealing Himself below: when virtuous
people are not to be found in the world, He withdraws from
them and does not reveal Himself. Looking far below (ibid.,
6)104 _when those present in the world are virtuous, the
blessed Holy One descends His rungs toward creatures
below to watch over the world and benefit them. For when
the virtuous are absent from the world, He withdraws and
hides His face from them, does not watch over them, since
the righteous are the foundation and sustenance of the
world, as is written: The righteous one is the foundation of
the world (Proverbs 10:25).105

“So, the blessed Holy One revealed His holy name only
to Israel, His allotted share and heritage, whereas the
world He apportioned to shield-bearing deputies, as has
been said, for it is written: When the Most High allotted the
nations... (Deuteronomy 32:8), and similarly: For YHVH’S
share is His people... (ibid., 9).”106

Rabbi Hiyya and Rabbi Yose were walking on the way.
Rabbi Yose said to Rabbi Hiyya, “I am astonished at what
Solomon said! All his words are concealed words, unknown;
for look, in Ecclesiastes he envelops concealed words!”107
He opened, saying, “All things are wearisome: no one
can utter them; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the
ear filled with hearing (Ecclesiastes 1:8). All things are
wearisome. Now, are all things so wearisome to express
that he would say no one can utter them...? Why? Because
two of them are not under a person’s control, while the



mouth is, and as hard as these three struggle, they cannot
fathom or grasp everything.”108

Rabbi Hiyya said, “So it is, for human speech cannot
express, nor eyes see, nor ears hear. And there is nothing
new under the sun (ibid., 9). Come and see: Even creatures
and quaestorsl09 formed by the blessed Holy One under the
sun cannot express all things of the world; the eye is not
[195b] empowered to see, nor the ear to hear. Therefore
Solomon, who understood the matter, said this.

“Come and see: All events of the world depend on
numerous suzerains,ll0 yet all inhabitants of the world
neither know nor consider the foundation of their
existence.lll Even Solomon, who was wiser than anyone in
the world, could not comprehend them.”

He opened, saying, “He has made everything right in
its time. He has also set the world in their heart... (ibid.
3:11).112 Come and see: Happy are those who engage in
Torah and know how to contemplate with the spirit of
wisdom! He has made everything right in its time. Every
action performed by the blessed Holy One in the world,
each and every one, has a rung appointed over it,113
whether for good or for evil, some rungs to the right, some
to the left. If a person goes to the right, performing an
action, there is a rung appointed to that side, offering him
assistance; how many assist him! If a person goes to the
left and commits his acts, the act he commits is appointed
to that side, accusing him, conducting him to that side,
leading him astray.114

“So, an act performed fittingly by a person is facilitated
by the power appointed on the right. This is in its time—
right in its time, for that action links with its time
fittingly.11l2

“He has also set the world in their heart. The entire
world and all its activity depend solely upon the desire of
the heart, as it arises in the will of a human being.l1l6
Happy are the righteous who attract good deeds, benefiting



themselves and the whole world! Woe to those who do not
know the time of that action and do not care about
performing their actions in the world according to the
remedy needed by the world, aligning the action with its
appropriate rung. Why? Because they do not know.

“So, all is given to human will, as is written: yet a
human cannot discover what God has done...(ibid.).11Z And
since those actions are not performed to be aligned fittingly
with their rungs—that this act might be integrated in this
rung, perfectly arranged—but rather according to human
desire, what is written next? I know that there is nothing
good in them but to be happy and do good in their life
(ibid., 12).118 [ know that there is nothing good in them—in
those actions performed improperly. But to be happy with
whatever befalls him and to offer thanks to the blessed
Holy One and do good in his life. For look, if that action
brings evil upon him through the rung appointed over it,119
he should rejoice in this and offer thanks since he brought
it upon himself, going unknowingly like a bird into a
snare.120

“How do we know all this? As is written: For a human
does not know his time. Like fish caught in a cruel net, like
birds seized in a snare, so humans are trapped in a time of
calamity, when it falls upon them suddenly (ibid. 9:12). For
a human does not know his time. What is his time? The
time of that action that he performs, as has been said: He
has made everything right in its time.l2l So they are like
birds seized in a snare. So, happy are those engaged in
Torah, who know its ways and paths, so as to walk the way
of truth.

“Come and see: One should never open his mouth for
evil, for he does not know who snatches that word, and
when he doesn’t know, he stumbles.122 When the righteous
open their mouths, all is 0%w (shelam), peace. Come and see:
When Joseph began to speak to Pharaoh, what is written?



God will answer for Pharaoh’s oW (shalom), well-being
(Genesis 41:16).”

Rabbi Yehudah said, “As has been explained, the
blessed Holy One cares for the well-being of royalty, as is
said: He charged them regarding the Children of Israel and
regarding Pharaoh king of Egypt (Exodus 6:13). [196a] This
has been established.”123

Rabbi Hiyya said, “Pharaoh wanted to test Joseph, so
he changed his dream.124 But Joseph, knowing the rungs,
contemplated the matter and said, ‘“This is what you saw’—
every item accurately, as is written: Pharaoh said to Josepah,
After God has made known to you all this...” (Genesis, ibid.,
39). X (Anarei), After— X (Anarai), ‘Behind me, you must
have been at the moment I was dreaming.” Therefore he
said all this—‘you knew how it was and you knew its
meaning.’”122

Rabbi Yitshak said, “If so, then Joseph told everything—
the dream and its interpretation—just like Daniel, who told
the dream and its interpretation.”126

He replied, “Not so. From Pharaoh’s wording, Joseph
observed that he was speaking about certain rungs, and he
saw that he was mistaken. So he said to him, ‘This is how it
is, because the rungs proceed in order.” Whereas Daniel
didn’t observe anything from what Nebuchadnezzar said,
and yet told him everything: the dream and its
interpretation. What is written of Daniel? Then in a night
vision, the mystery was revealed to Daniel (Daniel 2:19). In
a night vision. Who is a night vision? Gabriel, who is vision,
vision from vision.127

“Come and see what is written: Behold, the glory of the
God of Israel was coming from the east. Its sound was like
the sound of mighty waters, and the earth shone with His
glory (Ezekiel 43:2). What is written next? The vision was
like the vision I had seen—Iike the vision I had seen when I
came to destroy the city, and visions like the vision I had
seen by the River Kevar—and I fell on my face (ibid., 3). All



these visions total six—visions, vision of vision; there is a
visionary mirror reflecting supernal colors, envisioned in
that visionary mirror; there is vision within vision, and
vision within vision, one above the other, all poised on
specific rungs, presiding, called night vision. Through them
spread all dreams of the world, these resembling those
above them.128

“So, then in a night vision, the mystery was revealed to
Daniel. As has been said, it is not written the mystery *2inx
(itgelei), was revealed, but rather the mystery *51 (gali), he
revealed—one of these rungs revealed that dream to him
along with its interpretation. Whereas Joseph, through
Pharaoh’s words, contemplated the rungs and spoke.129

“Therefore, he appointed him over the entire land of
Egypt, because the blessed Holy One gave Joseph what was
already his. A mouth that did not kiss sin—it is written:
Upon your mouth all my people shall kiss (Genesis 41:40).
A hand that did not approach sin—it is written: He put it on
Joseph’s hand (ibid., 42). A neck that did not approach sin—
it is written: He placed the gold chain around his neck
(ibid.). A body that did not approach sin—it is written: They
called out before him, Avrekh (ibid., 43), and similarly: He
had him ride in the chariot of his viceroy (ibid.). Everything
he received was already his own.”130

What is written? Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s
presence and passed through all the land of Egypt (ibid.,
46). Rabbi Hizkiyah said, “Why did he pass through all the
land of Egypt? In order to take control, for so they
proclaimed before him,131 and in order to gather grain in
every single district.”132

Rabbi El’azar said, “Joseph gathered grain in every
district so that it wouldn’t rot.”133

And Rabbi Shim’on said, “Whatever the blessed Holy
One does is intended to revolve revolutions to fulfill the
covenant of existence.l342 Come and see: When the blessed
Holy One created the world, He first provided all its



necessities and then brought the human being into the
world, so he found his sustenance.13>

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One said to Abraham,
Know well that your seed will be strangers... and afterward
they will go forth with great substance (Genesis 15:13-
14).136 When Joseph arrived, there was no great substance
there, so He revolved revolutions and brought famine upon
the world, and the whole world brought silver and gold to
Egypt; then the whole land of Egypt was filled with silver
and gold.137 Once all the great substance was prepared, He
brought Jacob to Egypt. For such are the ways of the
blessed Holy One: first He creates the remedy, then He
strikes.138 So first He prepared great substance in Egypt,
then [196b] He brought them into exile. Thus He revolved
revolutions and brought famine upon the world so that the
entire world would bring silver and gold to Egypt.

“Come and see: Because of this, Joseph, who was
righteous, enabled Israel to acquire wealth—silver and gold
—as is said: He led them out with silver and gold; none
among their tribes stumbled (Psalms 105:37). By the hand
of a righteous one, this came upon Israel, all for the
purpose of making them worthy of the world that is
coming.”139

He opened, saying, “Enjoy life with the woman you love
all the days of your fleeting life that He has granted you
under the sun—all your fleeting days. For that is your share
in life and in your toil that you exert under the sun
(Ecclesiastes 9:9). Come and see: This verse abides in
supernal mystery, as has been established.140 FEnjoy life—
life of the world that is coming, for happy is one who
attains that fully.141

“With the woman you love—Assembly of Israel, for love
is ascribed to Her, as is said: I have loved you with eternal
love (Jeremiah 31:3).142 When? At the time when the right
side grasps Her, as is written: therefore I have extended
grace to you (ibid.).143



“All the days of your fleeting life—for She is bound to
life. 144 She is a world imbued with life, for this world is not,
since that life lies under the sun and the rays of that sun do
not reach here, having disappeared from the world ever
since the day the Temple was destroyed, as is written: The
sun darkened... (Isaiah 13:10).145 What does this mean? Its
radiance withdrew, shining no more, as is said: The
righteous one loses... (ibid. 57:1).146

“For that is your share in life—sun with moon; we must
together with the moon enter the sun, and sun in moon, not
separating them. This is the share of a human being,
entering through them the world that is coming.147

“What is written next? Whatever your hand finds to do,
do with your power. For there is no doing or reasoning or
knowing or wisdom in Sheol (Ecclesiastes 9:10).148 This
verse calls for contemplation! Whatever your hand finds to
do—now, has the strap been untied, allowing one to do
whatever he wishes?149 Rather, it is written: to do with
your power, namely, one’s soul, which is the power by
which one demonstrates virtue in this world.120

“Alternatively, with your power—the woman we have
mentioned, who is power, empowering a person in this
world and in the world that is coming.121 One should attain
Her in this world, so that he will be strengthened by Her in
that world. Why? Because once a person departs this
world, he has no power to do anything, or to say, ‘From
now on, I will act.” Surely, there is no doing or reasoning or
knowing or wisdom in Sheol, where you are going. If one
does not acquire merit in this world, he will not do so later
in that world. As has been established, ‘Whoever has not
prepared provisions for the journey from this world will
have nothing to eat in that world.”122 There are certain
good deeds one performs in this world that he can partake
of here, yet that remain for the world that is coming,
providing nourishment.123



“Come and see: Joseph attained this world and attained
the world that is coming because he desired to unite with a
woman in awe of YHvH, as is said: I would be sinning against
Elohim! (Genesis 39:9).154 Consequently he was worthy of
ruling this world and rendered Israel worthy.

“What is written? Joseph gathered all the silver (ibid.
47:14).155 As was fitting, for that flowing, gushing river
gathers all; all riches exist therein. This is the mystery
written: God placed them in the expanse of heaven (ibid.
1:17).156 All fittingly: surely Joseph had to rule over the
kingdom.127

“Come and see what is written: He had him ride in his
second chariot... (ibid. 41:43).1538 Who is his second
chariot? The blessed Holy One made the righteous one the
ruler because by him the world is nourished and needs to
be nourished.122 The blessed Holy One has a higher chariot
and a lower chariot. The lower chariot is his second
chariot, and Joseph the Righteous should be riding in his
second chariot—the blessed Holy One’s. All abides in
supernal mystery, corresponding to the pattern above.160

“Come and see: They called out before him, Avrekh
(ibid.). What is Avrekn? A link linking sun with moon, and all
kneel to this place.1l61

“Setting him [over all the land] (ibid.)—the whole world
acknowledges him. [197a] So all abides in supernal
mystery.162

“Come and see: The blessed Holy One formed a
kingdom on earth as a reflection of the Kingdom of Heaven,
corresponding perfectly,. Whatever manifests on earth
exists before in the presence of the blessed Holy One.163

“Come and see: The holy Kingdom did not have
complete dominion until it was joined with the patriarchs,
since the blessed Holy One formed the supernal Kingdom
to be illumined by the mystery of the patriarchs.164 Once
Joseph the Righteous went down to Egypt, he drew Shekhinah
after him, for snekninah follows only the righteous one. So



Joseph was drawn first to Egypt and obtained all the wealth
of the world fittingly; then shekhinah descended along with
all the tribes.165 Therefore Joseph, who guarded the
covenant, succeeded in being crowned in his site and
attained the kingdom above and the kingdom below.166 So,
whoever guards the holy covenant is considered to have
fulfilled the entire Torah, since the covenant is equivalent
to the entire Torah.”167

Rabbi Hiyya opened,
“Utterance of the word

Jacob saw that there were :
of YHVH  concerning

provisions in Egypt... (Genesis Israel The declaration

42.1).168
of yHvH, who stretches

out the heavens and lays the foundation of the earth and
forms the spirit of a human within him (Zechariah 12:1).
This verse calls for contemplation. Xwn (massa), Utterance of,
the word of yHvH—in all those places where Scripture states
massa: massa—wWhy? Because wherever the expression massa
refers to judging other nations, it is positive; and wherever
massa refers to Israel, it is negative. Wherever it refers to
judgment upon other nations, it is positive because massa
means ‘burden’—the security of other nations is a burden,
as it were, upon the blessed Holy One, and when judgment
is decreed against them, that burden that He bears for
them is removed. Wherever massa refers to judgment upon
Israel, it is a burden, as it were, upon the blessed Holy One.
So, massa—in either case, it is a burden.169

“The declaration of YyHvH, who stretches out the heavens
and lays the foundation of the earth. What need is there to
add and forms the spirit of a human within him? Wouldn’t
we already know that He forms the spirit of a human? This
indicates, however, a particular rung on which all spirits
and souls of the world exist.”170

Rabbi Shim’on said, “This verse is difficult. If Scripture
had said and forms the spirit of a human—and no more—



that would be fine. But why 127p2 (be-girbo), within him?171
This, however, is a twofold mystery. For look, from that
flowing, gushing river all souls issue and soar, gathering
into one site, and that rung forms the spirit of a human be-
girbo, within itself, precisely, like a woman conceiving from a
male, forming the embryo in her womb until all is fashioned
perfectly. So, and forms the spirit of a human within itself—
abiding within until a person is created in the world, when
it is given to him.172

“Alternatively, and forms the spirit of a human within
him—within him, literally! How so? When a human being is
created and the blessed Holy One endows him with a soul
and he emerges into the atmosphere, that spirit within him
does not find enough body into which it can expand, so it
remains in an ambulatory inside of him.173 As the person’s
body expands, that spirit expands, imparting its energy;174
as the body grows, the spirit transmits its power within
him, invigorating him. So, forms the spirit of a human
within him, literally.

“Now, you might ask: Why forms? Because that spirit
needs additional power from above, supporting it, so the
blessed Holy One forms the spirit of a human within him,
providing him with assistance.l7>

“Come and see: When that spirit needs assistance, in
accordance with the person’s state of being and the body’s
fitness, the spirit is enhanced, augmented by spirit,
attaining perfection. This is forms the spirit of a human
within him.176

“Come and see: When Joseph was lost to his father,
Jacob lost that supplemental spirit he possessed and
Shekhinah withdrew from him. Later, what is written? The
spirit of Jacob their father revived (Genesis 45:27). Now,
was he dead until this moment? [197b] Rather, that
supplemental spirit had departed from him, was no longer
within him, due to the sadness inside of him, and



consequently his spirit lost its vitality. So, the spirit of Jacob
revived.1Z/

“Here, having not yet been informed, how did he know?
Simply because Jacob saw (ibid. 42:1)—he saw the whole
country going to Egypt and bringing grain. Jacob saw.”178

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Come and see: King David
succeeded in joining the patriarchs and inherited a place
among them, as is said: The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone (Psalms 118:22).”179

Rabbi Yeisa and Rabbi Hizkiyah were walking from
Cappadocia to Lydda,l80 accompanied by a certain Jew
lugging a skin of wine.l8l As they were walking, Rabbi
Yeisa said to Rabbi Hizkiyah, “Open your mouth and utter
one of those sublime words of Torah that you deliver daily
before the Holy Lamp!”182

He opened, saying, “Her ways are ways of
delightfulness, and all her paths are peace (Proverbs 3:17).
Her ways are ways of delightfulness—ways of Torah, for
whoever follows the ways of Torah is showered by the
blessed Holy One with the delight of shekhinah, never
departing from him. And all her paths are peace—for all the
paths of Torah are entirely peaceful, providing him peace
above, peace below, peace in this world, peace in the world
that is coming.”

The Jew said, “A coin in a flask is found in this
verse!”183

They said to him, “How do you know?”

He replied, “I heard from my father, so I learned
something here in this verse.”

He opened, saying, “This verse is twofold and double-
faceted: call it delightfulness and call it peace, call them
ways and call them paths. Who are ways and who are
paths? Who is delightfulness and who is peace? Well, Her
ways are ways of delightfulness corresponds to what is
written: Who makes a way through the sea (Isaiah



43:16).184 For look, wherever in Torah one reads way, it is a
way open to all, like a road open to every person. So, her
ways—ways opened by the patriarchs, who dug in the great
sea and entered her; those ways open up on every side, in
every direction of the world.18>

“This delightfulness is the delight issuing from the
world that is coming, and from the world that is coming all
lamps radiate, lights scattering everywhere.l86 That
goodness and radiance of the world that is coming,
absorbed by the patriarchs, is called delightfulness.

“Alternatively, the world that is coming is called
delightfulness, and as it arouses, all goodness and joy, all
radiance, all freedom of the world arouse.l87 So we have
learned: When Sabbath enters, the wicked in Hell all rest,
experiencing freedom and tranquilityy, When Sabbath
departs, we should arouse supernal joy upon us so that we
may be saved from the punishment of the wicked, who are
doomed from that moment on. We should arouse and recite:
May the delightfulness of YHvH our God be upon us (Psalms
90:17)—supernal delightfulness, joy of all! So, Her ways
are ways of delightfulness.188

“And all her paths are peace. Who are her paths? Those
paths emerging from above, all gathered by a single
covenant named peace, peace of the home, who conducts
them into the great sea when it is agitated, bringing it
peace, as is written: and all her paths are peace.189

“Come and see: Joseph was covenant of peace, and in
Egypt he became ruler and governor of the land, though
Jacob, having been deserted by Shekhinah, did not know.120
Nevertheless, he felt crushed having to purchase grain in
Egypt: he foresaw calamity upon calamity in his sons’ going
down to Egypt.191

“Jacob said to his sons, ‘Why should you show
yourselves?’ (Genesis 42:1). ‘Show yourselves only as
hungry, like men who are famished.’”192



Rabbi Hizkiyah said, “Surely a mystery lies here. For
whenever trouble befalls the world, a person should not
show himself in the street, so as not to be seized for his
sins. That is why he said, Why should you show yourselves?
This has already been explained.193

“Alternatively, Jacob saw that there was [198a] -aw
(shever) in Egypt (ibid.)—grain, literally; for the blessed Holy
One sent famine into the world in order to bring Jacob and
his sons down there, and that is why he saw inhabitants of
the land bringing grain from there.194

“Jacob saw that there was shever in Eqgypt. Come and
see: When Isaac died, Jacob and Esau came to divide the
inheritance. Esau abandoned his share of the land, leaving
Jacob to endure exile and obtain all.195 So he saw that x7an
(tevira), calamity, awaited him in Egypt—him and his sons—
enduring the exile. Therefore, Jacob said to his sons, ‘Why
should you show yourselves in the presence of supernal
judgment? Don’t let the Accuser loom over you!’196

“He said, “Look, I have heard that there are provisions
in Egypt. Go down there” (ibid., 2). As they have
established, 177 (redu), Go down—for this numerical value,
Israel remained in Egypt.”197

Rabbi Yose opened,

Joseph was the governor over And now my head will
be raised above my

the land... (Genesis 42:6).198 ; .
enemies  surrounding

me... (Psalms 27:6).199 Come and see: When the blessed
Holy One delights in a human being, He raises him above
all inhabitants of the world, making him head of all, all
subdued beneath him. King David was despised by his
brothers, rejected by them, but the blessed Holy One raised
his head above all inhabitants of the world.290 His father-in-
law came and he fled from him; the blessed Holy One
raised him over his kingdom and all bowed before him.201
Joseph was despised by his brothers; afterward, they all



knelt and bowed before him, as is written: Joseph’s
brothers came and bowed down to him, their faces to the
ground (Genesis, ibid.).202

“And now my head will he raised. What is rinu (ve-attah),
and now? Like nnX) (ve-attan), and You.”203

Rabbi Yehudah says, “As has been explained, nu (et),
time—a supernal rung. And who is this et? i1 (He), and it is
called nnu (attan), now.204 ann (ve-attan), and now, is He and
His court.205

“My head will be raised—raised in dignity and
dominion.

“Above my enemies surrounding me—other kings of the
earth.206

“And I will offer in His tent (ibid.)—Jerusalem. In His
tent—Tent of Meeting.207

“Sacrifices of jubilation (ibid.)—so that the whole world
will hear.

“I will sing and chant (ibid.)—from the side of
jubilation, since from there issue song and praise.208

“Alternatively, My head will be raised—Assembly of
Israel.209

“Above my enemies surrounding me—Esau and all his
lieutenants.210

“And I will offer in His tent—Israel.211

“Sacrifices of jubilation—as is written: Sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit (ibid. 51:19), in order to remove
judgment from the world.212

“I will sing and chant—thanking and praising the
blessed Holy One incessantly, forever.

“My head will be raised—entirely, the good impulse
above the evil impulse.

“Above my enemies surrounding me—the evil impulse,
surrounding a person, his utter enemy.213

“And I will offer in His tent sacrifices of jubilation—
Torah, given from the side of fire, as is said: From His right
hand, a fiery law for them (Deuteronomy 33:2). By virtue of



Torah, one’s head is raised and all his enemies shattered
before him, as is said: Those who rose against me You have
subdued beneath me (Psalms 18:40).214

“My head will be raised—included among the
patriarchs; for King David has to join the patriarchs before
being exalted, rising above, in a single bond with them.212

“Above my enemies surrounding me—those on the left
side, all masters of judgment intent on destruction. Then
sun unites with moon and all becomes one.216

“Come and see: Joseph was the governor over the land
(Genesis 42:6)—sun governing moon, illumining her,
nourishing her.217

“He was the provider to all the people of the land
(ibid.). From that flowing, gushing river, all are nourished;
from there souls fly to all.218 So they all bow to that site,219
for there is nothing in the world that does not depend on
the flux of destiny, since from there all goodness flows into
the world. As they have established, all depends on flux.”220

Rabbi El’azar opened,

: : “Why should I fear, in
Joseph recognized his brothers, days of evil, the iniquity

but they did not recognize him of my heels

(Genesis 42:8). . 5

encompassing me:
(Psalms 49:6).221 Come and see: There are three who fear
without knowing what they fear, as has been established.222
However, there is one who fears without knowing what he
fears, because of sins that he did not recognize as sins, that
he did not consider.223 It is he who fears days of evil—those
days designated for the [198b] evil one. And who are they?
This is the evil impulse, called evil one,224 who has certain
days on which he is authorized in the world to lead astray
all those who defile their ways, for one who comes to defile
himself, they defile.22> So these are called days of evil, and
they are assigned to those sins that people trample
underfoot.226



“Come and see: All those who defile their ways
encounter bands of dazzling demons, defiling them.227 On
the path one wishes to take, on precisely that path he is
conducted. If a person comes to purify himself, how many
are those who assist him!228

“We have learned that when a person rises in the
morning, he should wash his hands from a receptacle of
water—a vessel for pouring water—by means of someone
who has already washed his hands, as has been
established.229 Come and see: On account of this
receptacle, we have established this matter.230

“Further, a person should wash the right hand with the
left, so that right prevail over left and right be washed by
left; this is the purpose of washing. So one who washes his
hands should wash right with left, so as not to provide any
opening for the evil impulse to dominate, as we have
established.231

“Come and see: When evil judgment prevails, it does
not refrain from tormenting.232 When the right prevails
over other nations to crush them, the blessed Holy One
feels compassion for them and does not annihilate them.
Therefore, whoever commits those sins that one tramples
underfoot is unaware of them and is constantly afraid.233
King David was always on guard against these sins, and
whenever he went to battle he would search for them; so
he did not fear to wage war.234

“Come and see: There were four kings; what one
requested, another did not.23%> David said, Let me pursue
my enemies and overtake them... (Psalms 18:38).236 Why?
Because he had guarded himself against those sins,
providing no opening for his enemies to prevail; so he
asked to pursue them continually—rather than they
pursuing him, demanding punishment for his sins, so that
he fall into their hands.

“Asa was more afraid, even though he scrutinized his
sins—but not like King David.237 He asked to pursue them



but not to attack them, and that the blessed Holy One slay
them. And so it was, as is written: Asa and the army with
him pursued them as far as Gerar..., and: YHvVH Struck the
Cushites before Asa and Judah, and the Cushites fled (2
Chronicles 14:11-12).238 But of David, what is written?
David smote them from twilight until the evening of the
next day (1 Samuel 30:17).239 Whereas Asa was pursuing
and the blessed Holy One striking.

“Jehoshaphat king of Judah also asked, saying, ‘I can
neither pursue nor slay; but I will sing and You slay them’—
because he did not scrutinize as thoroughly as Asa. The
blessed Holy One did so, as is written: As they began their
jubilation and praise, yHvH set ambushes against the men of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir who were invading Judah,
and they were struck down (2 Chronicles 20:22).

“Hezekiah king of Judah also said, ‘I can neither sing
nor pursue nor wage war’'—because he feared those sins
that we have mentioned. What is written? That night an
angel of vyHvH went out and struck down one hundred and
eighty-five thousand in the Assyrian camp (2 Kings
19:35).240 Hezekiah stayed at home lying in bed, while the
blessed Holy One was slaying them.

“Now, if these righteous ones feared those sins, how
much more so should other inhabitants of the world!
Therefore one should ferret out those sins that we have
mentioned, so that those days of evil, who are merciless
toward him, will not prevail against him.241

“Come and see: Joseph recognized his brothers—when
they fell into his hands. But they did not recognize him—
when he fell into theirs.242 He felt compassion for them
because he was peace.243 But they did not recognize him—
because they, Simeon and Levi, issued from the side of
harsh Judgment, so they felt no compassion for him; for all
those masters of judgment have no compassion for people
falling into their hands.244



“Therefore David said, Why should I fear, in days of
evil? 1t is not written did I fear, but rather should I fear,
because ‘I have nothing to fear [199a] from those days of
evil,’ as we have said.242

“And yet, the iniquity of my heels encompassing me.
Who are my heels? Those referred to mysteriously: His
hand gripping Esau’s heel (Genesis 25:26). This is the heel,
and those are heels constantly observing the sin that a
person tramples with his heel.246

“Come and see what is written: Woe unto them who
haul iniquity with flimsy cords, and sin as with cart ropes
(Isaiah 5:18). With flimsy cords—that he tramples with the
heel unconcernedly; but gradually it is reinforced,
becoming like cart ropes. That sin is reinforced, leading
him astray in this world and in the world that is coming.247

“Happy are the righteous who know how to guard
themselves against their sins! They constantly scrutinize
their actions, so that the Accuser will not loom over them in
this world or accuse them in the world that is coming. For
Torah prepares ways and paths for them to follow, as is
written: Her ways are ways of delight, and all her paths are
peace (Proverbs 3:17).”

Rabbi Hiyya opened,

“When your enemy
Joseph remembered the dreams falls, do not be glad;

he had dreamed about them when he stumbles, let

(Genesis 42:9).248 L
your heart not rejoice
(Proverbs 24:17). Come and see: The blessed Holy One
formed the human being for His glory, to serve Him
constantly, and to engage in Torah day and night, because
the blessed Holy One delights constantly in Torah. As soon
as He created Adam, He placed Torah before him and
taught her to him, so that he would know her ways. How do
we know? As is written: Then He saw her and declared her:;
He arranged her and explored her. And then: He said to



Adam, ‘See! Awe of yHvH—she is wisdom; to shun evil is
understanding’ (Job 28:27-28).249 Having seen her, he
transgressed the command of his Lord and was seized for
his sin.220 All those who transgress a single word of Torah
are seized for it.

“King Solomon was wiser than all inhabitants of the
world; he transgressed a single word of Torah and caused
his disenthronement and the splitting of the kingdom from
his descendants.22l How much more so, for one who
transgresses the Torah!252

“Come and see: Why did Joseph—who was granted
dominion by the blessed Holy One—spin schemes around
his brothers when they fell into his hands? After all, he
knew the Torah that his father had taught him! But perish
the thought that Joseph spun those schemes to take
revenge upon them! Rather, he did all this only to bring his
brother Benjamin, for whom he yearned. He did not let his
brothers fall, for look at what is written: Joseph gave orders
to fill their bags with grain... (Genesis, ibid., 25)—all this so
they would not fall.”253

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Once the blessed Holy One
created the moon, He would gaze upon Her, as is said: The
eyes of vYHvH your God are perpetually upon her
(Deuteronomy 11:12)—watching over Her constantly.224
And it is written: Then He saw her and declared her (Job,
ibid.), for by gazing upon Her, the sun is illumined. 77207
(Vaysapperah), And declared her. What does vaysapperah mean?
As is said: a place whose stones are 7’00 (sappir), sapphire
(ibid., 6).252

“He arranged her (ibid., 27), for She sits arrayed in
twelve dominions,226 splaying into seventy suzerains.2>7 He
established Her with seven supernal pillars, to be
illumined, to dwell in perfection.258

“And explored her (ibid.)—gazing upon Her continually,
time after time, ceaselessly.



“Then He warned the human being, saying, See! Awe of
YHVvH—she is wisdom (ibid., 28), for She is crowned above
creatures below, so that through Her they may revere and
know the blessed Holy One.239

“To shun evil is understanding (ibid.)—purging of
refuse so as not to approach it, or approach with it. Then,
manifestation of understanding: knowing, contemplating,
gazing upon the glory of the supernal King.”260

Rabbi Yose rose at night to engage in Torah, and there was
a certain Jew there whom he happened to have met in that
house.

Rabbi Yose opened, saying, “Treasures of wickedness
do not avail, but righteousness delivers from death
(Proverbs 10:2). Treasures of wickedness do not avail—
those who do not engage in Torah, and follow worldly
affairs, amassing treasures of wickedness.261 What is
written? Those riches are lost in a bad venture
(Ecclesiastes 5:13), because they are treasures of
wickedness.

“But righteousness delivers from death—those who
engage in Torah and know her ways, contemplating. For
Torah, Tree of Life, is called righteousness, as is written: It
will be righteousness for us if we are careful to observe this
entire commandment (Deuteronomy 6:25).262

“Alternatively, but npix (tsedagah), righteousness, delivers
from death—tsedagah, charity, literally. It is twofold and
double-faceted: call it Torah [199b] and call it charity, and
all is one.”263

That Jew said, “And call it peace!”264

Rabbi Yose said, “Certainly so!”

That Jew rose and joined him. He opened, saying, “One
who tills his land will be sated with bread, but one who
chases vanities will be sated with poverty (Proverbs 28:19).
This verse is difficult. How could King Solomon, wiser than
all of humanity, say that one should strive to cultivate the



land, devoting himself to that and abandoning eternal life?
265 But it is a mystery!”

He opened, saying, “YHVH Elohim took the human and
placed him in the Garden of Eden to till it and tend it
(Genesis 2:15). They have established that this is the
mystery of offerings.266 Come and see: To till it—supernal
King; and tend it—lower King; supernal world and lower
world.267 To till it—for the male, in mystery of 1121 (zakhor),
remember; 7Y (ul-shomrah), and tend it—in mystery of Tnw
(shamor), observe.268

“Therefore, one who tills his land—Garden of Eden,
which needs to be tilled and cultivated, drawing blessings
to Her from above.269 When She is blessed, drawing
blessings from above, he too is blessed along with Her.270

“Come and see: The priest who blesses is blessed, as is
said: and I Myself will bless them (Numbers 6:27).27L So,
One who tills his land will be sated with bread—
nourishment from above. But one who chases vanities—one
who clings to the Other Side—will be sated with poverty,
surely!”272

Rabbi Yose said, “Happy are you to have attained this
word!”

He opened further with the verse that follows, “A
faithful man will abound in blessings, but one hurrying to
get rich will not remain blameless (Proverbs, ibid., 20).273 A
faithful man will abound in blessings—a man pPossessing
faith in the blessed Holy One, like Rav Yeisa Sava, who,
although he had food for that day to eat, would not prepare
it before asking for nourishment from the Holy King. After
praying and asking for nourishment, he would prepare it;
he would always say, ‘Let us not prepare until it is provided
from the house of the King.’274

“But one hurrying to get rich will not remain blameless
—Dbecause he refuses to engage in Torah, which is life for
this world and life for the world that is coming.27> Now that
it is time to study Torah, let us engage!”



That man opened with the mystery of a dream, saying,
“Joseph remembered the dreams he had dreamed about
them (Genesis 42:9).276 Now, why did Joseph remind them
of those dreams he had dreamed about them?277 What
good did it do him? Actually he didn’t remind them,
because Joseph was wise, and it is written: Every clever
person acts intelligently (Proverbs 13:16).278 But when he
saw them bowing down to him, their faces to the ground,279
he was reminded of what he had dreamed about them when
he was with them, as is written: Look, my sheaf arose and
actually stood up, [and look, your sheaves gathered around
and bowed down to my sheaf!] (Genesis 37:7).280 When he
saw them bowing down before him, then Joseph
remembered the dreams, because he saw them being
fulfilled.

“Further, Joseph remembered the dreams—he
remembered them because there is no forgetfulness in the
presence of the blessed Holy One.281 A person should
remember a good dream, so that it will not be forgotten;
then it will be fulfilled. For as it is forgotten by a person, so
it is forgotten above him.282

“Come and see: A dream uninterpreted is like a letter
unread.283 And come and see: If one does not remember, it
is as if one does not know. So, whoever forgets a dream and
does not know it—it is not poised above him to be fulfilled.
Therefore Joseph remembered his dream, so that it would
be fulfilled, so that the dream would never be forgotten by
him, and he awaited it constantly. He said to them, ‘You are
spies!” (Genesis 42, ibid.).284 He remembered the dream,
but he did not say a word to them except You are spies!”

Rabbi Yose opened, “For a dream comes through a
multitude of affairs... (Ecclesiastes 5:2).285 As has been
established, a dream has numerous bearers and chieftains,
rung upon rung, so that some dreams are entirely true and
some contain truth and falsehood. But the truly righteous
are shown no false material at all, only truth.286



“Come and see what is written of Daniel: Then in a
night vision, [200a] the mystery was revealed to Daniel
(Daniel 2:19).287 And similarly: Daniel saw a dream and
visions of his mind upon his bed; then he wrote down the
dream (ibid. 7:1). Now, if it contained false material, why
was it recorded among the Writings?288 However, when the
souls of the truly righteous ascend, they are joined only by
holy words, informed by words of truth, enduring words,
never to be uprooted.289

“Now, you might say, ‘But we have learned that King
David never had a good dream, which implies that David
saw things that weren’t true.’290 Surely, however, he
engaged all his days in shedding blood and waging war, so
all his dreams were bad dreams: destruction, devastation,
blood, and bloodshed—not a single dream of peace.22l And
you might ask, ‘Is a good person shown a bad dream?’
Certainly so: all the evils destined to overtake those who
transgress the decrees of Torah and the punishments
destined to be inflicted upon them in that world. This is
why a virtuous person is shown a bad dream, as has been
said.292

“Come and see: We have learned that a person who has
a dream should disclose it in the presence of those who
love him,293 that their will might rise favorably toward him
and they might express themselves favorably, will and word
becoming completely favorable: will within thought,
beginning of all, and word, culmination of all.
Consequently, all is consummation of all, and word fittingly
in mystery of faith; consequently, perfection in supernal
mystery, so all is fulfilled. A person’s friends are essential
for the fulfillment of that favorable interpretation, and all is
fitting. Therefore the blessed Holy One informs a person,
each and every one according to his rung, according to his
aspect.”294

That Jew said, “Surely, a dream is intended only for a
virtuous person, so that the dream will be suitable.



“Come and see: When a person is asleep in bed, his
soul leaves and roams the world above, entering the place
that she enters.292 Numerous bands of dazzling demons
traverse the world, and they accost that soul.296 If she is
virtuous, she ascends, seeing what she sees. If not, she
adheres to that side,227 and they convey false information
to her or things that will happen in the near future.298 As
he awakens, the soul within him informs him of what she
has seen.

“Therefore, a person who is not virtuous is shown a
good dream that is not true—all in order to lead him astray
from the path of truth, since he has strayed from the path
of truth. For whoever comes to purify himself, they purify;
whoever comes to defile himself, they defile.”299

Rabbi Yose said, “Certainly! So it has been said.”

They sat until morning arose. When morning arose,
Rabbi Yose said, “Surely, Joseph’s name is not mentioned
among those banners, as is written: the banner of the camp
of Ephraim (Numbers 2:18)—and not the banner of the
camp of Joseph—because he exalted himself over his
brothers, as has been said.”300

That Jew said, “Surely I have heard that Joseph is male,
whereas all those tribes are in the world of the female. That
is why Joseph, who is in the world of the male, was not
included with them.301

“What is written? 1um (vanhnu), We, are all of us sons of
one man (Genesis 42:11). The verse should read umx
(anahnu), we. Why is the X (ale) missing?392 Because the
mystery of Covenant was absent from them, aler withdrew
from there, for alef is male. So, 1 (bet) is female; alef, male.
Therefore, alef withdrew from here, and they were left
female together with Shekhinah.203 Afterward, they said, 1urmix
(Anahnu), We, are honest (ibid.)—an alef was added. They
spoke without knowing what they were speaking; for
Joseph was present there, so they completed the word,
saying anahnu. How do we know? As is written: They said,



‘We your servants are twelve brothers’ (ibid., 13)—
including Joseph! When he was included in the count, they
said anahnu; when he was not, they said nahnu.”394

Rabbi Yose said, “All these words we have spoken
delight the blessed Holy One, for sShekhinah [200b] has not
departed from here, as is said: Then those who revere YHVH
spoke with one another; and yHvH listened attentively, and it
was written in a book of remembrance in His presence
concerning those who revere yHvH and contemplate His
name (Malachi 3:16).”305

Rabbi El'azar said,
“Why these three days?
Because these
correspond to the three
days of Shechem, as is written: It happened on the third
day, while they were in pain (ibid. 34:25).306

“Come and see: What is written of Joseph? Do nX1 (zot),
this, and live (ibid. 42:18)—showing that he did not act as
they had: making the men of Shechem accept upon
themselves zot, mystery of covenant, and after they had
enacted this covenant, killing them, not one of them
surviving. Whereas of him, what is written? Do zot and live.
Why? Because I revere God (ibid.), guarding the
covenant.307 All this tortuosity was solely for the sake of
Benjamin.308

“They said, a man to his brother, “Truly, we are guilty
concerning our brother’ (ibid., 21). They said, a man to his
brother—Simeon and Levi, like previously, as is written:
They said, a man to his brother, ‘Here comes that dream-
master!’ (ibid. 37:19). Just as there it is Simeon and Levi,
so here it is Simeon and Levi.309

“Come and see: Who is a man, and who is his brother?
Well, a man must be Simeon; here is written a man, and
there is written Look, a man of the Children of Israel came
(Numbers 25:6). Just as there from Simeon, so here

He put them under guard for
three days (Genesis 42:17).



Simeon.310 And because he turned back in repentance for
this and felt remorse and said to Levi, Truly, we are guilty,
his zodiacal sign was modeled on Joseph’s—a bull, as is
written: His firstling bull—majesty is his! (Deuteronomy
33:17), and Simeon’s sign is a bull.3ll Therefore, he took
Simeon from them (Genesis 42:24), so that he would not
attack along with Levi, for when Simeon and Levi join
together they can attack.312

“And he bound him before their eyes (ibid.). As they
have established, before their eyes he bound him; after
they left he provided him with food and drink.313 Now, you
might say that Joseph’s intention was based on the verse If
your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; if he is thirsty,
give him water to drink (Proverbs 25:21). But if so, how
could Joseph, who was righteous, act like this? Look at
what is written: For you will be heaping burning coals on
his head, and yHvH will reward you (ibid., 22)!314 Far be it
from Joseph to feel that way! Rather, like a man toward his
brother he behaved toward him, in brotherhood and in no
other manner—and not toward him alone, but toward all
his brothers, as is written: Joseph gave orders to fill their
bags with grain... (Genesis, ibid., 25), behaving toward
them in brotherhood.”31>

Rabbi Yose opened, “Thus says YHvH: If they are ombw
(shelemim), united, and likewise numerous, they will likewise
be shorn and pass away. I have afflicted you; I will afflict
you no more (Nahum 1:12).316 This verse has been
established, for when an entire people live in Xn>w (shelama),
peace, without enemies, the blessed Holy One feels
compassion for them and judgment does not prevail against
them. Even if they all worship idols—yet live in peace—
judgment has no dominion over them, as is written:
Ephraim is joined to images—Ileave him alone! (Hosea
4:17).317



“They will likewise be shorn. Why they will likewise be
shorn? The verse should read They will be shorn. However,
this alludes to the beginning of the verse, namely peace;
here too, peace. And what is that? Charity, for charity is
peace; whoever lavishes charity increases peace above and
increases peace below. So, they will likewise be shorn—for
they shear their money for charity.318

“721 (ve-avar), And pass away. The verse should read
M2 (ve-averu), and [they willl pass away. Why ve-avar?319
However, this is wrathful judgment, as is said: until wrath
passes (Isaiah 26:20)320—and judgment pass away from
them.

“Alternatively, If they are on®w (shelemim), complete—
Israel, to whom the blessed Holy One has granted an
enduring covenant, to be guarded constantly, through
which a human becomes complete on all sides, above and
below.321 If one does not guard it, he is defective, totally
defective. How do we know? As is written: Walk in My
presence and be o'nn (tamim) (Genesis 17:1). What is tamim?
Complete—for until the covenant is established in him, he
is defective.322 Therefore, if they are complete—guarding
this commandment to be complete and not be defective.

“And likewise numerous—increasing [201a] and
multiplying with it, for souls issue into the world only
through this covenant.323

“They will likewise be shorn—this refers to if they are
complete, guarding it constantly. They will be shorn—one
who is circumcised, accepting this covenant.

“And pass away. To what does this refer? That filth of
foreskin that was on him before.324

“Alternatively, Thus says YHvH: If they are complete—
sons of Jacob; for as long as they were together with
Joseph, they were complete, abiding with the covenant.
They will likewise be shorn—for they went and abandoned
Joseph and Simeon. And pass—then judgment befell them,



as is written: vwvH will pass to strike Egypt (Exodus
12:23).325

“Come and see: There is severe Judgment and mild
Judgment. Severe Judgment is strong; mild Judgment is
weak. When this mild Judgment sucks from severe
Judgment, it is intensified and becomes potent.326 When
judgment is executed upon Israel, it is enacted by this mild
Judgment, not intensified by that severe Judgment. When
judgment is executed upon other nations, this mild
Judgment is intensified by severe Judgment above, to gain
potency, as is written: yHvH will pass to strike Eqgypt. 12 (Ve-
avar), Will pass—filled with 7731 (evran), wrath, and
indignation, intensified by severe Judgment. Here too, ve-
avar.ﬁ

“Come and see: When ten gather in synagogue and one
of them slips out, the blessed Holy One is angry at him.328

“Alternatively, They will likewise be shorn—evil deeds
removed from them;329 then, will pass. What does will pass
mean?”

Rabbi Shim’on said, “When the soul leaves this world,
she undergoes many judgments before entering her site.
Afterward, all those souls have to pass through a certain
flowing, gushing river of fire, bathing themselves.330 Who
can rise from there, passing through without fear? As is
written: Who may ascend the mountain of yHvH? The soul of
the righteous passes fearlessly and stands in His holy place
(Psalms 24:3).331 And one who engages in charity in this
world, offering his money for charity will pass that place
unafraid.332 A herald proclaims before that soul: I have
afflicted you; I will afflict you no more. Whoever is worthy
to pass through this is exempt from all further judgments.

“Come and see: All this about Joseph with his brothers
and all these incidents, why are they necessary?333 Oh, but
Torah is Torah of truth, and all her ways are holy ways, and
you cannot find a single word in Torah that does not



contain supernal mysteries and ways for human beings to
strengthen themselves.”334

He opened, saying, “Do not say, ‘Tn>wX (Ashalleman), I will
requite, evil!” Wait for yHvH and He will deliver you
(Proverbs 20:22). Come and see: The blessed Holy One
formed the human being to embrace Torah and follow paths
of truth—toward the right, not toward the left. Since they
must go to the right, they should expand love between one
another; there should be no hatred between them, so as not
to weaken the right, the place to which Israel cleaves.332

“Come and see: Accordingly, there exists a good
impulse and an evil impulse, and Israel must enable the
good impulse to overpower the evil impulse through worthy
deeds.336 If a person strays to the left, then the evil impulse
overpowers the good impulse. Through his sins, he
completes the one who was defective, for this repulsive one
becomes complete only through human sin.337 Therefore
one must be careful that the evil one not be completed by
his sins; he should guard himself constantly, for one should
complete the good impulse perfectly, constantly—not the
evil impulse. So, Do not say, ‘TnwX (Ashalleman), I will
complete, evil!” Wait for yHvH and He will deliver you.

“Alternatively, Do not say, ‘Ashallemah, I will render,
evil!’—as is said: nbwn1 (umshallemei), those who render, evil
for good (Psalms 38:21). One should not render evil to a
person who rendered him good, because look at what is
written: If one returns evil for good, evil will not depart
from his house (Proverbs 17:13)! Even if one has been
rendered evil, he should not render evil in return for that
evil rendered to him. Rather, Wait for vywvH and He will
deliver you.338

“This verse has been established in relation to Joseph
the Righteous, who did not want to render evil to his
brothers when they fell into his hands. Wait for vHvH and He
will deliver you—[201b] he waited constantly for the
blessed Holy One.”339



Rabbi Abba opened, “The designs in a man’s mind are deep
waters, but a man of understanding draws them out (ibid.
20:5). Deep waters—the blessed Holy One, for He
fashioned designs and elicited causes, spinning schemes by
the hand of Joseph to fulfill that decree of famine upon the
world.340 But a man of understanding draws them out—
Joseph, who revealed those depths that the blessed Holy
One had decreed upon the world.341

“Come and see: Not only did Joseph refrain from
rendering evil to his brothers; he acted toward them in true
kindness. This is always the way of the righteous, by virtue
of which the blessed Holy One has compassion upon them
in this world and in the world that is coming.

“The designs in a man’s mind are deep waters—as they
have established, this is Judah, when he approached Joseph
on behalf of Benjamin. But a man of understanding draws
them out—Joseph.”342

Rabbi Abba was sitting at the gateway of the gate of
Lydda.343 He saw a man come and sit in a dugout in a
mound of earth;344 weary from the road, he settled down
and fell asleep there. Meanwhile, he saw a snake
approaching him; out came a honey badger, oozing an
excretion, and killed it.34> When the man awoke, he saw
that snake lying dead in front of him. He sprang up, just as
that dugout collapsed into the depths below.

Rabbi Abba approached him and said, “Tell me what
you do, for look, the blessed Holy One has performed these
two miracles for you! It wasn’t for nothing!”346

That man replied, “All my days, no one in the world
ever rendered me evil, with whom I didn’t reconcile and
whom I didn’t forgive. Moreover, if I couldn’t reconcile with
him, I never climbed into bed before forgiving him and all
those who hurt me. I never cared all my days about the evil
they rendered me. Not only that—from that day on, I
exerted myself to act kindly toward them.”347



Rabbi Abba wept, and said, “This one’s deeds excel
those of Joseph! As for Joseph, they were surely his
brothers, so he was expected to show them compassion.
But this one, by what he did, surpassed Joseph. It is fitting
that the blessed Holy One perform for him miracle upon
miracle.”

He opened, saying, “One who walks in innocence walks
securely, but one who perverts his ways will be found out
(ibid. 10:9). One who walks in innocence walks securely—
the person who walks in ways of Torah. Walks securely—for
no malignities of the world can harm him.348 But one who
perverts his ways U7’ (yivvade’a), will be found out—one who
strays from the way of truth and seeks to retaliate against
his fellow. vivwade’a, Will be known. What does this mean? He
‘will be recognized’ by all masters of judgment, for that
person’s image never fades from their memory, in order to
bring him to the site of avengement.349 Therefore, yivvade’a,
will be known.

“Come and see: One who walks in the way of truth is
sheltered by the blessed Holy One, so he is not known or
recognized by masters of judgment. But one who perverts
his ways will be known and recognized by them. Happy are
those who walk in the way of truth and walk the world
securely, having no fear in this world or in the world that is
coming.”

Rabbi Yose said, “Woe
to people who do not

The men were afraid at being know or contemplate

brough.t to Joseph’s house the ways of Torah! Woe
(Genesis 43:18).330
to them when the

blessed Holy One comes to demand justice for their deeds,
and body and soul rise to render account for all their
deeds, before soul separates from body.32l For that day is
the Day of Judgment, the day when books are opened and
masters of judgment stand, when the serpent is poised to



bite, and all one’s limbs tremble. Soul separates from body,
roaming about, not knowing which way to go or where she
is being carried off.352

“Woe for that day, a day of wrath and humiliation!
Therefore one should incite his impulse every day and
bring to mind that day when he will stand in judgment
before the King and be embedded beneath the dust to rot
away, soul separating [202a] from him.

“We have learned: A person should always incite the
good impulse against the evil impulse and follow it
sedulously. If it leaves him, fine; if not, he should engage in
Torah, for nothing but Torah can break the evil impulse. If
it leaves, fine; if not, he should remind himself of the day of
death in order to break it.323

“Here one should contemplate, for the evil impulse is
identical with the Angel of Death.324 Now, is the Angel of
Death broken when confronted by the day of death? He is
the slayer of human beings, so by implication this must
delight him. That is why he constantly leads people astray,
to lure them to this.325 Surely, however, what has been said
—that a person should remind himself of the day of death—
certainly so, because this breaks a person’s heart. For look,
the evil impulse dwells only in a place where bibulous
merriment and arrogance prevail; when a broken spirit
prevails, it departs and dwells with him no more. Therefore
a person should remind himself of the day of death; then
the body is broken and that one goes away.326

“Come and see: The good impulse seeks joy and the evil
impulse seeks joy. The good impulse seeks joy of Torah, and
the evil impulse seeks joy of wine, fornication, and
arrogance. So a person should tremble constantly because
of that momentous day—Day of Judgment, day of reckoning
—for one has nothing to protect him except for worthy
deeds that he performs in this world in order to protect him
in that hour.



“Come and see: The men were afraid at being brought
to Joseph’s house. Now, all of them were powerful and
mighty men, yet when a single youth brought them to
Joseph’s house, they were frightened; how much more so
when the blessed Holy One demands justice of a human
being!327 Therefore one must be vigilant in this world in
order to be fortified in that world, as we have established.

“Come and see: A person should strengthen himself in
the blessed Holy One, placing his stronghold in Him. Even
though he has sinned, if he turns back in complete
repentance, then he is powerful, fortified by the blessed
Holy One as if he had never sinned.

“Look, the tribes were afraid because they had sinned
by kidnapping Joseph; if they had not sinned, they would
not have been afraid at all.328 For a person’s sins break his
heart, leaving him with no strength at all. How so? The
good impulse is broken within him, leaving him powerless
to overcome the evil impulse. Of this is written Who is the
man that is fearful and faint of heart? (Deuteronomy 20:8)
—fearful of those sins of his, which break one’s heart.329

“Come and see for how many generations the blessed
Holy One exacted retribution for that sin of the tribes.360
For nothing vanishes in the presence of the blessed Holy
One; it is requited from generation to generation, and
judgment abides before Him continuously until it is exacted
and judgment assumes its requisite place.

“How do we know? From Hezekiah. He committed the
sin of revealing to other nations the mysteries of the
blessed Holy One, which must not be revealed. The blessed
Holy One sent Isaiah to him, saying, Behold, days are
coming when everything in your palace will be carried off...
(Isaiah 39:6).361

“Come and see how much damage that sin inflicted by
exposing what had been concealed. As soon as it was
exposed, an opening was provided for the other
undesirable realm to dominate it.262 Thus, blessing dwells



only in a concealed place, as has been established.363
Something may be concealed with blessing hovering over
it, but once it is revealed, an opening is provided for the
other realm to dominate it.

“It is written: All who honored her despise her, for they
have seen her nakedness (Lamentations 1:8). This has been
established,364 but all who honored her—the kingdom of
Babylon, since from there a present was sent to Jerusalem,
as is written: At that time, Merodach-baladan son of
Baladan, the king of Babylon, sent letters and a gift to
Hezekiah (Isaiah, ibid., 1). And what was written in them?
‘Peace to Hezekiah, king of Judah, and peace to the great
God, and peace to Jerusalem.’ As soon as the letters left his
hands, he reconsidered and said, ‘I acted improperly by
greeting the servant before greeting his master.” He rose
from his throne, took three steps, retrieved the letters, and
wrote others in their place, as follows: ‘Peace to the great
God, peace to Jerusalem, and peace to Hezekiah.’ This is all
who honored her.365 [202Db]

“Afterward, despise her. Why did they despise her?
Because they have seen her nakedness, shown to them by
Hezekiah; otherwise, they would not have subsequently
despised her.366 But since Hezekiah was so virtuous, the
event was postponed, not occurring in his lifetime, as is
written: For there will be peace and security in my days
(ibid., 8). Afterward, that sin was requited upon his
descendants.367

“Similarly the sin of the tribes endured until later,
because judgment above could not prevail against them
until the time was ripe for retribution. So whoever
possesses sins is constantly afraid, as is said: You will be
terrified night and day (Deuteronomy 28:66). Therefore,
the men were afraid at being brought to Joseph’s house...”

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “Hope deferred is sickness of heart,
but a desire come true is a tree of life (Proverbs 13:12).



Hope deferred—as we
have learned: A person
should not examine
whether his request
before God has been
fulfilled or not. Why?
Because if he does so, numerous masters of judgment come
to examine his deeds.368 This is a mystery, for his
examination of that request causes him sickness of heart.
Who is sickness of heart? The one constantly poised to
accuse above and below.369

“But a desire nX2 (ba’ah), come true, is a tree of life. We
have learned: Whoever wants the blessed Holy One to
accept his prayer should engage in Torah, which is a tree of
life; then a desire ba‘ah, comes.3Z70 Who is desire? The rung
holding all prayers of the world, conveying them into the
presence of the King.3Zl Here is written comes, and there is
written In the evening she comes... (Esther 2:14); this is a
desire comes—coming before the supernal King to fulfill
the desire of that human being.372

“Alternatively, Hope deferred is sickness of heart, but a
desire come true is a tree of life. Come and see: Hope
deferred—a place where that word is delivered; another
place, undesirable. Delayed there, it is passed from hand to
hand and sometimes never arrives. Why? Because it is
diffused and delayed among all those empowered to bring
it down to the world.373

“But a desire come true is a tree of life—a hope not
delayed among those empowered chariots; rather, the
blessed Holy One grants it immediately. For when it is
delayed among those chariots empowered, numerous
masters of judgment are authorized to examine and
scrutinize his case before it is granted; but whatever issues
from the palace of the King and is bestowed upon a person
is granted immediately whether he is deserving or not. This
is but a desire come true is a tree of life.374

He raised his eyes and saw
Benjamin  his  brother, his
mother’s son (Genesis 43:29).



“Alternatively, hope deferred—Jacob, whose hope for
Joseph was delayed for such a long time.375

“But a desire come true is a tree of life—Benjamin,
because from the moment that Joseph demanded to see him
until he arrived only a short time elapsed; there was no
delay, as is written: He raised his eyes and saw Benjamin
his brother, his mother’s son. What does his mother’s son
mean? His mother’s image appeared in him—his image
resembled that of Rachel—so it is written: his mother’s
son.”376

Rabbi Yose said, “Look, it was written previously joseph
saw Benjamin with them (Genesis 43:16), and now is
written He raised his eyes and saw Benjamin! What is this
‘seeing’? Actually, he saw through the Holy Spirit that
Benjamin would have a share with them in the land, and
that shekhinah would dwell in the share of Benjamin and
Judah, for he saw the Temple standing in their share. This
is Joseph saw Benjamin with them—him he saw with them,
whereas Joseph, his brother, he did not see with them in
that share. Similarly, He raised his eyes and saw Benjamin.
What is written next? Joseph hurried out because his love
for his brother kindled and he wanted to weep... (ibid.,
30).”377

Rabbi Hizkiyah opened, “Oracle of the Valley of Vision:
What has happened to you now, that you have gone, all of
you, up on the roofs? (Isaiah 22:1).378 Come and see, as has
been established: As the Temple was being destroyed,
consumed by fire, all the priests scaled [203a] the heights
of the Temple, with all the keys in their hands, and
exclaimed, ‘Until now we have been Your treasurers. From
now on, take [what is Yours!]’379

“But come and see: Valley of Vision is Shekhinah, who
resided in the Temple and from whom all inhabitants of the
world sucked the milk of prophecy. For although all
prophets prophesied from another site, from Her they
absorbed their prophecy, so She is called Valley of



Vision.380 Vision, as has been established, for She is a
visionary mirror reflecting all supernal colors.381

“What has happened to you now, that you have gone, all
of you, up on the roofs? For when Jerusalem was destroyed,
Shekhinah ascended and visited all those places where She
had previously dwelled, and She wept for Her dwelling and
for Israel who were going into exile and for all the
righteous and pious who had been there and perished. How
do we know? As is written: A voice is heard on a height—
wailing bitter weeping—Rachel weeping for her children
(Jeremiah 31:15), as has been said.382

“Then the blessed Holy One asked shekhinah, ‘What has
happened to you now, that you have gone, all of you, up on
the roofs?” Why all of you? That you have gone up would
have been sufficient; why all of you? To include all the other
forces and chariots, all of whom wept along with Her over
the destruction of the Temple.383 So, What has happened to
you?

“She replied before Him, ‘My children are in exile and
the Temple is burnt, so what is left for Me here?’ She began
to say, Full of commotion, tumultuous city, exuberant
town... Therefore I say, ‘Look away from me, let me weep
bitterly...” (Isaiah, ibid., 2, 4).384¢ And we have established
that the blessed Holy One said to Her, Restrain your voice
from weeping... (Jeremiah, ibid., 16).383

“Come and see: Ever since the day that the Temple was
destroyed, there has never been a day without curses.386
For when the Temple existed, Israel would perform rituals,
bringing offerings and sacrifices, and Shekhinah hovered over
them in the Temple like a mother over her children. All
faces were radiant, so that blessings appeared above and
below; there was never a day without blessings and joys.
Israel dwelled securely in the land, and the whole world
was nourished because of them.387

“Now that the Temple is destroyed and shekhinah is with
them in exile, no day passes without curses; the world is



cursed, and joy cannot be found above or below.388 But one
day the blessed Holy One intends to raise Assembly of
Israel from the dust, as has been said,382 and to delight the
world utterly, as is said: I will bring them to My holy
mountain and give them joy in My house of prayer... (Isaiah
56:7).390 And it is written: With weeping they will come,
and with consolations I will guide them (Jeremiah, ibid., 9).
As previously is written, She weeps bitterly in the night
(Lamentations 1:2), so later they will return in weeping, as
is written: With weeping they will come.”391

Rabbi El'azar said,
“Here one should
contemplate. If they
went and were sent on
their way, why should it
be written in the Torah they and their donkeys?392 Because
it is written: to take us as slaves along with our donkeys
(ibid. 43:18). Therefore, they and their donkeys, for they
and their donkeys did not remain, as they had declared.”393

He opened, saying, “Abraham rose early in the morning
and saddled his donkey (ibid. 22:3).394 That morning of
Abraham shone, presiding over them through his merit; so
the merit of Abraham arched over them, and they went in
peace and were delivered from judgment. For at that
moment, judgment loomed over them, threatening
retribution, but the merit of that morning of Abraham
protected them and they were sent away from judgment,
which could not prevail against them at that time.”395

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “Like morning’s light when the
sun rises, morning without clouds; from radiance, from rain
—vegetation from earth (2 Samuel 23:4). Like morning’s
light—light of that morning of Abraham.

“When the sun rises—sun of Jacob, as is written: The
sun rose upon him (Genesis 32:32).396

As morning dawned, the men
were sent off, they and their
donkeys (Genesis 44:3).



“Morning without clouds—for that morning is not so
dense, rather from radiance, from rain. Radiance, from
rain, for it is rain coming from the side of Isaac, sprouting
vegetation from earth.397

“Alternatively, Like morning’s light—like that radiance
of the morning of Abraham. [203Db]

“When the sun rises—Jacob, whose radiance resembles
that morning.398

“Morning without clouds—because that morning is not
dark but shining, for when morning comes, judgment is
totally powerless; rather, all shines from the side of
Abraham.399

“From radiance, from rain—side of Joseph the
Righteous, who showers upon earth to sprout vegetation
and all goodness of the world.”400

Rabbi Shim’on said, “Come and see: As night enters
and spreads her wings over the world, numerous dazzling,
demonic guardians stand poised to emerge and rule the
world;491 numerous masters of judgment arouse on several
sides according to their species and reign over the
world.402 As soon as morning arrives and brightens, they
all vanish and rule no longer, every single one entering his
place, returning to his site.

“As morning dawned (ibid. 44:3)—morning of
Abraham.403

“The men were sent off (ibid.)—masters of judgment
who ruled at night.

“They and their donkeys (ibid.). They—those masters of
judgment whom we have mentioned.294 And their donkeys
—those wardens of law issuing from the side of impure
spirit, unholy, who neither rule nor are to be seen once
morning arrives. These wardens of law derive from the side
of those donkeys.405

“For all supernal rungs include both right and left,
compassion and judgment, rungs upon rungs: holy on the
side of holiness, impure on the side of impurity, all rungs



upon rungs, one upon another.206 Wherever the morning of
Abraham arouses in the world, they all pass away, ruling no
more, for they cannot endure on the right side, only on the
left. The blessed Holy One made day and night, so that
each would be conducted fittingly on its side.297 Happy is
the share of Israel in this world and in the world that is
coming!”

Rabbi Hiyya opened, “For you, in awe of My name, the
sun of justness will rise, with healing in its wings (Malachi
3:20). One day, the blessed Holy One will illumine for Israel
the sun that He has treasured away since the day the world
was created—that He concealed from the wicked of the
world, as is written: The light of the wicked is withheld (Job
38:15). That light was hidden away by the blessed Holy
One; for when it first issued, it radiated from one end of the
world to the other, but once He contemplated the
generation of Enosh, the generation of the Flood, and the
generations of the wicked, He concealed that light.£08

“When Jacob appeared and wrestled with Esau’s
empowered prince—who struck him on the thigh, laming
him—what is written? The sun rose upon him (Genesis
32:32).499 Which sun? The sun that was hidden away, for it
encompasses healing—to heal his hip. Through that sun he
was healed, as is written: Jacob arrived o>w (shalem), iIn
peace (ibid. 33:18)—shalem, complete, in his body, for he was
healed.£10

“So one day, the blessed Holy One will unsheathe that
sun and shine it upon Israel, as is written: For you, in awe
of My name, the sun of justness will rise, with healing in its
wings. What is the sun of justness? Sun of Jacob, who was
healed by it.4ll With healing in its wings—since by that
sun, they will all be healed. For when Israel will rise from
the dust, many of them will be lame and blind; then the
blessed Holy One will shine that sun upon them, healing
them, as is written: with healing in its wings.4l2 Then that
sun will radiate from one end of the world to the other—



healing Israel, consuming other nations.413 Of Israel, what
is written? Then your light will burst through like the dawn
and your healing quickly sprout (Isaiah 58:8).”414

Let us return to earlier words.415 To Joseph two sons were
born... (Genesis 41:50).416

Rabbi Yitshak opened, “The remnant of Jacob will be in
the midst of many peoples (Micah 5:6).417 Come and see:
Every single day, as light rises, one bird arouses in a tree of
the Garden of Eden and calls three times.418 A scepter is
raised erect and a herald proclaims potently: ‘You are
addressed, commanders of boorish creatures, whoever
among you sees and does not see, existing in the world
without knowing the foundation of their existence,
oblivious to the glory of their Lord.219 [204a] Torah stands
before them, yet they do not engage in her. Better for them
to have never been created than to exist without
understanding! Woe to them when days of evil arouse
against them and banish them from the world!”

“What are days of evil? If you imagine days of old age,
not so! For if one attains children and grandchildren, then
days of old age are days of good. What, then, are days of
evil? As has been explained, for it is written: Remember
your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of
evil come (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Those are not days of old
age; rather, the mystery of the matter is as follows.420

“When the blessed Holy One created the world, He
created it with the letters of Torah,22l and every single
letter entered before Him, until they were all established in
the letter 1 (bet).222 All those alphabets of revolving,
permutating letters poised to create the world. As they
revolved, and 7 v (tet, resh) joined—these two letters as one—
v (tet) rose and would not settle. So the blessed Holy One
rebuked her, saying, ‘7et, tet, why do you rise and not settle
in your place?’423



“She replied, ‘Didn’t You make me to be the select
letter of 2w (tov), good? For look, Torah first displays me
with 210 2 (ki tov), that it was good (Genesis 1:4)! How can I
settle, joining with an evil letter?’424

“He said to her, ‘Return to your place, because you
need it. For the human being, whom I am about to create
by you, will be created embracing both of you—but with
you on the right and him on the left.’422

“Then she returned and they settled with one another.

“At that moment, the blessed Holy One separated them,
creating for each one certain days and years—these to the
right, those to the left. These on the right are called ‘days
of good’; those on the left are called ‘days of evil.’
Concerning this, Solomon said, before the days of evil
come, for these encompass a person with the sins he has
committed.

“Once the days of good and the days of evil had been
created, they returned and settled, so that the human
would include them both.426 So David said, Why should I
fearr in days of evil? (Psalms 49:6)—days of evil,
precisely!427

“The secret is: These are called ‘days of famine, years
of famine,” while those are called ‘days of plenty, years of
plenty.” Mystery of the matter: One should not spout the
spring of holy covenant in days of famine, in the year of
famine (Genesis 41:50). Therefore, Joseph, mystery of
covenant, sealed his spring in the year of famine, not
enabling it to proliferate in the world. So should a person
act: when the year of famine prevails, he should seal the
spring of his holy covenant, preventing it from propagating
in the world.”428

Rabbi Shim’on said, “This mystery is a supernal
mystery. When that year of famine prevails, one should seal
his spring, because otherwise he causes a spirit to be
drawn from that side to the fetus, enabling that side to
proliferate in the world alongside holiness.429



“A further mystery, as is written: At three things the
earth trembles:... [a slave becoming a king,... a loathsome
woman getting married, and a slave-girl supplanting her
mistress] (Proverbs 30:21-23)430 So Joseph the Righteous,
mystery of covenant, withdrew and sealed his spring in the
year of famine, not mingling with it at all, so as not to
provide it scope. Of one who opens his spring at that time,
it is written: They betrayed yHvH because they bore alien
children (Hosea 5:7), for these are called alien children,
literally! They betrayed vHvH, precisely!43l So, happy is the
share of holy Israel, who do not exchange a holy site for a
defiled site.

“Therefore it is written: To Joseph two sons were born
before the coming of the year of famine, for as soon as the
year of famine prevailed, he sealed his spring and withdrew
his fountain, so as not to give children to the impure side or
exchange a site of holiness for a site of defilement. One
should wait for the Master of holiness to come and reign, as
is said: I will wait for yHvH, who is hiding His face from the
House of Jacob (Isaiah 8:17).432

“Happy are the righteous who know the ways of the
blessed Holy One and keep the commandments, rendering
themselves worthy, as is written: For the ways of YHVH are
right; [the righteous walk in them, while transgressors
stumble in them] (Hosea 14:10).433 And similarly: You,
cleaving to YHvH (Deuteronomy 4:4); and: Sanctify
yourselves and be holy, for I vyivH am holy (Leviticus
11:44).434 For the blessed Holy One wants to sanctify Israel
[204Db] in everything, so that they have nothing to do with
the side of defilement.

“Come and see: When this side dominates the world, a
person must not be seen in the street, for he can inflict
harm and is empowered to destroy. Come and see what is
written of Jacob: Jacob said to his sons, ‘Why should you
show yourselves?’ (Genesis 42:1)—for one should not be
seen in his presence.435



“Therefore the blessed Holy One cautioned Israel to
sanctify themselves, as has been said: Sanctify yourselves
and be holy, for I yhv# am holy. Who is I? The blessed Holy
One, holy Kingdom of Heaven.436 The wicked kingdom is
called Other, as is written: For you shall bow down to no
other god (Exodus 34:14).437

“Come and see: I—dominion of this world and of the
world that is coming, upon whom all depends. Other—
Other Side on the side of defilement; his dominion pertains
to this world, but he has nothing in the world that is
coming.438 So whoever cleaves to this I has a share in this
world and in the world that is coming, but whoever cleaves
to the Other perishes from this world and has no share in
the world that is coming. In this world, he has a share in
defilement, for countless shield-bearing guardians are
empowered in that wicked kingdom to rule this world.439

“Therefore Aner, the Other, who descended and clung to
this rung, was banished from the world that is coming and
was not permitted to turn back in repentance; banished
from that world, he was called Aner.440

“So one should separate from all sides in order not to
be defiled by that side, and cleave to I, Kingdom of Heaven
—accepting upon oneself the yoke of the Kingdom of
Heaven, attaining thereby this world and the world that is
coming.244l So this is blessing and that is curse, this is
plenty and that is famine—totally opposite one another, as
we have established.442 Therefore during the year of
famine, a person should not be seen in the marketplace nor
open his spring to engender, giving children to the other
god, as has been said.443

“Happy is one who is careful to walk in the path of
truth, cleaving constantly to his Lord, as is written: To Him
you shall cleave, and by His name you shall swear
(Deuteronomy 10:20).444 It is not written by Him you shall
swear, but rather by His name you shall swear. What is the
meaning of uawn (tishshave’a), you shall swear? As we have



established, to cleave to the mystery of faith: nuaw (shiviah),
seven, rungs above, above, transcending all, mystery of
consummation of faith; and seven rungs below them—one
bond, one cluster, these with those, so all will be one.
Therefore it is written: nuaw (shiv’ah), seven, days and seven
days... (1 Kings 8:65), all in a single bond; and so it is
written: by His name tishshave’a, you shall swear, from above
and below.44>

“Happy is one who succeeds in cleaving to the blessed
Holy One fittingly! Happy is he in this world and in the
world that is coming. The blessed Holy One opens for him
holy treasures when his prayer needs to be received, as is
written: yHvH will open for you His goodly treasure, the
heavens (Deuteronomy 28:12). o’nwi NX (Et ha-shamayim), The
heavens—treasures above and below; seven days and seven
days, all of them one, as is written: His goodly treasure—
His treasure, singular, of et ha-shamayim, the heavens; seven
and seven channels (Zechariah 4:2), and they are one.”446

Rabbi Hiyya and Rabbi Yose were walking on the way, when
they saw a man coming enwrapped in a wrap of mitsvah
underneath which weapons were girded.24Z

Rabbi Hiyya said, “This man embodies one of two
qualities: he is either completely righteous or he is out to
deceive inhabitants of the world.”448

Rabbi Yose replied, “But the eminent saints have said,
‘Tudge every person favorably.’449 And we have learned: A
person setting out on a journey should prepare himself for
three things: for a present, for combat, and for prayer. How
do we know? From Jacob, who prepared and girded himself
for a present, for combat, and for prayer.429 Now, this man
is walking on the road and, look, he has a wrap of mitsvah
and he has weapons for combat. Since he has these two,
the third there is no need to pursue.”451

When he approached them, they greeted him; he did
not respond. Rabbi Hiyya said, “Here is one of those [205a]



two that he apparently lacks, for he has not prepared
himself with a present, which includes a greeting.”452

Rabbi Yose replied, “Perhaps he is engaged in prayer or
reciting his learning so as not to forget it.”433

They walked together, and that man did not speak with
them. Later, Rabbi Hiyya and Rabbi Yose turned aside and
engaged in Torah. As soon as the man saw them engaging
in Torah, he drew near them and greeted them. He said,
“Gentlemen, what did you suspect when you greeted me
and I did not respond?”

Rabbi Yose replied, “Perhaps you were praying or
reciting your learning.”

He said to them, “May the blessed Holy One judge you
favorably!454 But I will tell you: One day I was walking on
the road, when a man came along and I greeted him. Well,
that man was a robber and he attacked me and harmed me;
if I hadn’t overpowered him, I would have suffered greatly.
Since that day, I vowed never to greet anyone except a
righteous person, unless I knew him already, since
otherwise he might harm me and overwhelm me by force.
For it is forbidden to greet a wicked person, as is written:
There is no peace, says YHvH, for the wicked (Isaiah
48:22).455 When I saw you greeting me and I didn’t
respond, I suspected you because I didn’t see a mitsvah on
you.226 At the same time, I was going over my learning. But
now that I see you are virtuous, the way is smoothened for
me!”

He opened, saying, “A psalm of Asaph. Surely God is
good to Israel, to the pure of heart (Psalms 73:1). Come
and see: The blessed Holy One formed right and left to
conduct the world, one called good and the other called
evil. The human being is composed of both of these,
embracing all.427 Other nations are composed of that evil,
which is left; that is their side, for they are uncircumcised
of heart and uncircumcised of flesh, thereby defiled.428 But
of Israel, what is written? Surely God is good to Israel.



“Now, if you say, “To all of them,” not so! Rather, to
those undefiled by evil, as is written: to the pure of
heart.459 For this is good and that is evil: good for Israel
alone, and evil for other nations.460 Surely good to Israel—
to cleave to it, and thereby Israel cleaves to supernal
mystery, mystery of faith, so that all becomes one.”461

Rabbi Yose said, “Happy are we not to have mistaken
you, since the blessed Holy One sent you to us!”462

He said further, “Because God is good to Israel, they
have a share in this world and in the world that is coming,
to see eye to eye the splendor of His glory, as is said: For

eye to eye they will see YHvH returning to Zion (Isaiah
52:8).”



w1 Dwnn

Parashat Va-Yiggash

“HE APPROACHED” (GENESIS 44:18-47:27)

abbi El’azar opened, “For You are our Father: though

Abraham does not know us and Israel does not

recognize us, You, YHvH, are our Father; our Redeemer
from of old is Your name (Isaiah 63:16). This verse has been
established,l but come and see: When the blessed Holy One
created the world, every single day performed a fitting act,
on each day as required.2 When the sixth day arrived and
the human being was to be created, Torah approached
Him, saying, ‘“This human being whom You [205b] wish to
be created is bound to provoke You. If You are not slow to
anger, better for him not to be created!”

“The blessed Holy One replied to her, ‘Am I called slow
to anger for no reason?’3

“Truly, all was created through Torah and all was
perfected through Torah.2 For before the blessed Holy One
created the worlds, all the letters came before Him, every
single letter entering in reverse order.2

“n (7av) entered, saying before Him, ‘Do You wish to
create the world by me?’

“He replied, ‘No, for by you the righteous are destined
to die, as is written: n NNM (Ve-hitvita tav), Make a mark,
upon the foreheads of the people... (Ezekiel 9:4); and we
have learned that it is written: Begin with My sanctuary
(ibid., 6)—do not read ‘cwipnn (mi-migdashi), with My
sanctuary, but rather °wmpnn (mi-mequddashai), with My



sanctified ones. Therefore, by you the world will not be
created.’S

“The three letters 1, p, w (shin, qof, resh) entered, each on
its own. The blessed Holy One said to them, ‘You are not
worthy to create the world, since you are the letters
composing Ipw (sheger), lie, and a lie is unworthy to stand
before Me.’ This has been established.

“n, ¥ (7adi, peh) entered, and so all of them until the
letter 0 (kaf). As soon as 2 (kaf) descended from X2 («itra),
the Crown, the upper and lower worlds trembled, etc.Z
Finally, all was established by the letter 2 (bet), sign of 1272
(berakhan), blessing; thereby the world was formed and
created.8

“Now, you might say that X (alef) is the head of all
letters. However, simply because it indicates X (arur),
cursed, the world was not created by it.2 Even though X
(alef) is a letter of supernal mystery,lQ in order not to
provide an opening for the Other Side, called Cursed, the
world was not created by it.ll Rather, 1 (bet) appeared,
embracing blessing, and by it the world was formed and
created.

“Come and see: For You are our Father (Isaiah, ibid.)—
for by this rung the world was formed and created; by it the
human being was created, issuing into the world.12

“Though Abraham does not know us (ibid.)—for
although the world stands upon him, he did not devote
himself to us as he did to Ishmael, saying, If only Ishmael
might live in Your presence! (Genesis 17:18).13

“And Israel does not recognize us (Isaiah, ibid.)—for all
the blessings that he had to provide to his sons, he left to
this rung to be conveyed.14

“You, yHvH, are our Father (ibid.)—for You stand by us
constantly, blessing and caring for us like a father watching
over his children, providing whatever they need.

“Our Redeemer from of old is Your name—for You are
the Redeemer, called so: the angel redeeming me (Genesis



48:16), precisely! Our Redeemer from of old is Your name—
Your name, precisely!12

“We have learned: One does not pause between
‘redemption’ and prayer,l6 just as one does not pause
between phylactery of the hand and phylactery of the head,
for it is essential to show that all is one, as has been
established.”1Z

Rabbi Yitshak and Rabbi Yehudah were sitting one night
and studying Torah. Rabbi Yitshak said to Rabbi Yehudah,
“We have learned that when the blessed Holy One created
the world, He formed the lower world on the pattern of the
upper world, corresponding entirely to one another, and
this is His glory above and below.”18

Rabbi Yehudah said, “Certainly so! And He created the
human being above all, as is written: I made the earth and
created humankind upon it (Isaiah 45:12). I made the earth
—obviously! “‘Why did I make the earth?’ Because [ created
humankind upon it, for he sustains the world, so that all
will be indivisibly complete.”19

He opened, saying, “Thus says God, yHvH, who creates
the heavens and stretches them out, who spreads out the
earth and what emerges from it... (ibid. 42:5).20 This verse
has been established,2l but Thus says God, yHvH—the
blessed Holy One, above, above, who creates the heavens
and stretches them out, arraying them constantly,
ceaselessly.22

“Who spreads out the earth and what emerges from it—
Holy Land, bundle of life.

“Who gives w1 (neshamah), soul, to the people upon it—
the earth is the one who gives soul.”23

Rabbi Yitshak said, “All is above, for from there issues
soul of life to this earth, and earth grasps the soul, giving to
all; for that flowing, gushing river conveys souls,
conducting them into this earth, who grasps them,
providing to all.24



“Come and see: When the blessed Holy One created the
human being, He gathered his dust from the four directions
of the world and formed his body on the site of the Temple
below and emanated upon him a soul of life from the
Temple above.25

“The soul comprises three aspects and therefore [206a]
has three names, corresponding to supernal mystery: nefesh,
ruah, neshamah. Nefesh, as has been established, is lowest of all.
Ruah is sustenance, presiding over nefesh, a higher rung
above her, sustaining her completely, fittingly. nveshamah is
highest sustaining existence of all, prevailing over all, holy
rung transcending all.26

“These three rungs are included within human beings—
in those who attain devotion to their Lord. For at first, one
possesses nefesh, a holy preparation by which a person is
refined.2Z When one begins to purify himself on this rung,
he is ready to be crowned with ruah, a holy rung hovering
over nefesh, by which a virtuous person is aroused. Once he
is elevated by nefesh and ruah, initiated into perfection
through serving his Lord, then neshamah alights upon him—
supernal, holy rung prevailing over all—so that he is
crowned by that rung. Then he is consummate, perfected
on all sides, worthy of the world that is coming; he is
beloved of the blessed Holy One, as is said: Endowing those
who love Me with existence (Proverbs 8:21). Who are those
who love me? Those who have a holy neshamah.”28

Rabbi Yehudah said, “If so, look at what is written: All
that had the neshamah of the spirit of life in its nostrils, of all
that was on dry land, died (Genesis 7:22)1729

He replied, “Certainly so! For there did not remain
among them any of those who possessed a holy neshamanh,
such as Jared, Enoch, or all those righteous ones, whose
merit could have saved the world from destruction, as is
written: All that had the neshamah of the spirit of life in its
nostrils, of all that was on dry land, died—they had already



died and departed from the world; none of them remained
to protect the world at that time.30

“Come and see: All are rungs, one above the other:
nefesh, ruah, neshamah—rung upon rung. First, nefesh, lowest
rung, as we have said. Then, ruah, hovering over nefesh,
sustaining her. neshamah, a rung transcending all, as has
been established.

“Nefesh—nefesh of David, poised to receive nefesh from that
flowing, gushing river.3l Ruah—ruah presiding over it, and
nefesh is sustained only by ruah. This is the ruah dwelling
between fire and water; from here this nefesn is nourished.32

“Ruah endures through the sustenance of another,
higher rung, called neshamah, source of nefesh and ruah. From
there ruah is nourished, and when ruah receives, nefesh
receives, and all is one. All draw near one another: nefesh to
ruah, ruah to neshamah, and all is one.33

“Come and see: He approached him (Genesis 44:18)—
world approaching world, to unite with one another, so that
all becomes one. Because Judah is king and Joseph is king,
they approach one another and unite.”34

Rabbi Yehudah opened, “See, the kings assembled; they
advanced together (Psalms 48:5). See, the kings assembled
—Judah and Joseph, both whom were kings, and they
approached one another to dispute.3> For Judah had
pledged himself to his father for Benjamin and was surety
for him in this world and in the world that is coming. He
therefore approached Joseph to argue with him concerning
Benjamin, so that he would not be banned in this world and
in the world that is coming, as is said: I will be his pledge,
from my hand you may seek him. If I do not bring him to
you and set him before you, I will bear the blame before
you for all time (Genesis 43:9)—in this world and in the
world that is coming.36

“So, See, the kings assembled; 111u (averu), they
advanced, together—they became angry together, angering
one another on account of Benjamin.3Z What is written? As



soon as they saw, they were astounded, they were terrified
and fled; trembling seized them there (Psalms, ibid, 6-7)—
all who were there, all the other tribes.

“Convulsions like a woman in labor (ibid., 7)—because
they feared to kill or to be Kkilled, all on account of
Benjamin. For Joseph was sold because of Judah, lost to his
father; now he had pledged himself for Benjamin and he
feared that he would be lost. Therefore, Judah approached
him (Genesis 44:18).38 [206Db]

“See, the kings assembled. Here lies a mystery of faith!
For when Will manifests and a cluster is crowned as one,
two worlds join as one, meeting as one: this, opening
treasures; that, gathering and absorbing. Then, See, the
kings assembled—two holy worlds, upper world and lower
world.32

“172u (Averu), They passed over, together. Mystery of the
matter: When they unite as one, they passed over together,
for all sins of the world are not passed over and forgiven
until they join as one, as is said: 7211 (ve-over), and passing
over, transgression (Micah 7:18). So, they passed over
together—those sins passed away and were forgiven
because then all faces shone and all sins were passed
over.”40

Rabbi Hiyya said, “This mystery pertains to the
restorative rite of offering. For when a sacrifice is offered,
all are provided for, each one fittingly; then all is linked as
one, all faces shine, and a single cluster appears. Then the
kings assembled, meeting as one to forgive all sins and
pass over them; then the kings assembled, linked as one;
they passed over together, to illumine all faces, so that all
becomes a single will.41

“As soon as they saw, they were astounded. Do you
imagine that this refer